Synopsis of Wyoming Chapter and National
Sierra Club work to save grizzly bears

As the first phase of the public comment period on
Yellowstone grizzly delisting comes to a close this week,
this brief update summarizes the high points of all our
Sierra Club activities and outreach, at all levels of the
Club. As a result of our work collectively, literally hundreds
of thousands of people nationwide have spoken up for true
recovery of Yellowstone’s iconic grizzlybears.

Throughout 2015, the campaign successfully used LTEs,
reporter memos, op-eds and eventsto promote

an alternative narrative focused on the value of bears and
the steps needed for true recovery,to lay the groundwork
for our opposition and position the Sierra Club as a thought
leader on the issue. When delisting first surfaced many of
the conservation organizations in the region were leaning
towards supporting the USFWS, but as the process has
pushed on, with the Sierra Club holding the line

on supporting the bears, the drumbeat opposed to delisiting
steadily grew.

In May National Geographic took the unprecedented step of
dedicating an entire issue to the greater Yellowstone region
demonstrating the power of this landscape, along with its human
and wild residents, to capture America’s attention.

Starting last fall, we partnered with internationally-
acclaimed photographer Thomas Mangelsen and award-
winning author Todd Wilkinson to spread the message both
inside and outside the region through press around their
recently-released “Grizzlies of Pilgrim Creek” book. We
organized seven events with Tom and Todd in MT, UT and
CA; more than 1,500 people attended. (Montana coverage:
the_Bozeman Daily Chronicle, the Helena Independent
Record, and the Billings Gazette). Tabling at these and
other events including a Wild and Scenic Film Festival in
Bozeman MT yielded over 600 postcards to the FWS.
Several petition captainsbrought in another 100
postcards. From these events, we also launched a “ Grizzly
Guardians” listserv to keep more than 100 key activists
informed and moving up the engagement ladder; with the
help of our Grizzly LTE Guide, our Guardians placed
several dozen LTEs in local outlets and helped to begin
shifting the public debate around delisting. We also
organized aradio tour with grizzly scientist Dr. David
Mattson that reached 225,000 people.

When the delisting proposal came from the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS) in early March, our alternative
narrative became the base for our messaging to show how
the proposal falls short. We issued a press statement in
response to the delisting proposal and sent broll to local TV


http://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2016/05/
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/outdoors/grizzlies-of-pilgrim-creek-book-traces-life-history-of-famed/article_6dea982c-998f-5e1a-8128-013e38154de4.html
http://helenair.com/news/state-and-regional/bear-book-s-creators-coming-to-helena-on-wednesday/article_b78f1910-956f-5a7e-a9b8-1a9bde13131e.html
http://helenair.com/news/state-and-regional/bear-book-s-creators-coming-to-helena-on-wednesday/article_b78f1910-956f-5a7e-a9b8-1a9bde13131e.html
http://billingsgazette.com/lifestyles/recreation/new-book-zooms-in-on-famed-wyoming-bear-family/article_63bb511f-63b0-569d-a84b-83cf10e37b9e.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zJSCHRoZ0NJoPJ3j4tHwTIjXxdf8sW_aqS9O4gbBQlI/edit

stations; the Sierra Club was featured in more than 40
news stories on the proposal, includingUSA

Today, McClatchy, Christian Science Monitor, AP
Newsbreak, and Montana This Morning, the CBS morning
show. A Public News Service story on the development
was picked up by 162 stations, reaching an audience of
more than 700,000.

After that we ramped up our organizing and communication
work even more during the 60-day comment period, and
took advantage of every opportunity to present our
concerns-- sending press statements around public
hearings on Wyoming's management plan, FWS public
hearings and other agency meetings on the delisting issue.

We organized several additional events and worked hard to
turn people out for the FWS and state hearings on
the delisting proposal:

e April- Dr. David Mattson gave a
presentation in Bozeman to 200 people, a
few days prior to the federal hearing.

o MPR covered the event
e April- Over 100 people attended the
USFWS public hearing in Bozeman, MT.
The vast majority of the more than 50
people who testified spoke in favor of true
grizzly recovery and opposed
the delisting proposal. Campaign Leadership
Team member Mark Hufstetler spoke on
behalf of the Sierra Club.

o The Bozeman Daily

Chronicle and KBZK TV included the

Sierra Club’s position in their

coverage
e April- Campaign Leadership Team
member Leslie Patten testified as a
landowner in grizzly country who
wants bears on the landscape, and Senior
Campaign Representative Bonnie Rice
spoke for the Sierra Club at the USFWS
public hearing inCody, WY.

o Cody Enterprise
e April- 60 people in the Paradise
Valley gathered for a presentation with Dr.
Mattson, journalist Todd Wilkinson, and
activist Doug Peacock that the campaign
organized with our partner the Park County
Environmental Council.
e April- With the help of our Federal Policy
Team, the campaign co-sponsored a
successful congressional briefing in DC, Vital
Ground: Grizzlies, Wolves and the
Endangered Species Act. Congressional
champions and others spoke to the crowd of



http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2016/03/03/government-proposes-lift-grizzy-protection-yellowstone-area/81284508/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2016/03/03/government-proposes-lift-grizzy-protection-yellowstone-area/81284508/
http://www.mcclatchydc.com/news/politics-government/white-house/article63858887.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/Environment/2016/0303/Yellowstone-s-grizzly-bears-are-back-video
http://youdontknowfootball.com/2016/03/apnewsbreak-us-seeks-end-to-yellowstone-grizzly-protections105870/
http://youdontknowfootball.com/2016/03/apnewsbreak-us-seeks-end-to-yellowstone-grizzly-protections105870/
http://www.newsservice.org/stationUsageReport.php?c_p=Zm10PXBkZiZTdG9yeUdyb3VwSUQ9NTA3MTImU3RvcnlJRD0x
http://mtpr.org/post/grizzly-delisting-events-bozeman-thursday-tuesday
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/wildlife/more-than-turn-out-for-yellowstone-grizzly-meeting/article_f0f4fa6e-1eb9-5873-8258-912d78072ba3.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/wildlife/more-than-turn-out-for-yellowstone-grizzly-meeting/article_f0f4fa6e-1eb9-5873-8258-912d78072ba3.html
http://www.kbzk.com/story/31711336/grizzly-bear-supporters-voice-delisting-concerns-at-meeting
http://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_c280aa2e-01af-11e6-a780-a7c2d41be5cd.html

more than 70 people, supporting continued
protections for grizzly bears, co-existence
measures for wolves, and a strong defense
of the Endangered Species Act.

e« May- 7 people gathered in the small
gateway community of Red Lodge for

a discussion on the potential removal
of endangered species act protections and
learned how to get involved.

Our Grizzly Addup campaign really took off during the
comment period, garnering over 90,000 signatures on our
letter to FWS; a mention in the Insider the week before the
comment period closed pushed us over the 100,000 mark
and we ended with 120,000 signatures! Seventeen
targeted or national social posts reached approximately
967,000 people since November of last year.

In the last week of the public comment period, the
campaign also ramped up pressure on the Obama
administration to shift course on the proposed

grizzly delisting by helping to deliver aletter (organized by
Doug Peacock) to key Administration staffers from a group
of esteemed scientists, writers and actors (including E.O.
Wilson, Jane Goodall, Jeff Bridges, Ted Turner, Patagonia
founder Yvon Chouinard, and former Yellowstone National
Park Superintendent Michael Finley, among others) raising
concerns about the delisting proposal. Read the letter. We
sent out a press advisory and helped generate stories on
the letter, including on Montana Public Radio and

through Dan Chu'’s blog.

We pitched major newspaper editorial boards and
rounded out the comment period with apress
teleconference this week which was covered by

the Bozeman Chronicle, Cody Enterpriseand Montana On
The Ground, among others. The story aired on WY and MT
public radio and reached 300,000 people.

We've garnered significant earned media throughout the
campaign, here are a few more in addition to what'’s listed
above:

Powell Tribune
Bozeman Daily Chronicle

Wyofile

Jackson Hole News and Guide
Christian Science Monitor.
Wyofile

Cody Enterprise

Daily Beast
Jackson Hole News and Guide

Powell Tribune,

Public News Service
KULR-TV

Bozeman Daily Chronicle
Reuters



http://www.dougpeacock.net/blog/obamagrizletter.html
http://mtpr.org/post/prominent-biologists-ask-president-obama-halt-grizzly-delisting#stream/0
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/dan-chu/vital-ground-grizzly-bear_b_9858896.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/environment/thousands-weigh-in-on-yellowstone-grizzly-delisting/article_41f6bc07-b0b5-57ef-b1a2-2e4c5d9d14f4.html
http://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_0bddad0c-17ae-11e6-8702-771eb6f20736.html
http://www.montanaotg.com/blog-native/2016/5/10/groups-argue-against-grizzly-delisting
http://www.montanaotg.com/blog-native/2016/5/10/groups-argue-against-grizzly-delisting
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/2016-05-10/endangered-species-and-wildlife/public-comment-period-closes-today-on-grizzly-de-listing/a51833-1
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/2016-05-10/endangered-species-and-wildlife/public-comment-period-closes-today-on-grizzly-de-listing/a51833-1
http://www.powelltribune.com/news/item/14220-delisting-deliberated-fish-and-wildlife-considers-removing-grizzly-from-endangered-species-list
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/environment/usfws-letter-indicates-grizzly-bear-delisting-proposal-coming-soon/article_6454d47a-9db1-5c04-a2d8-5f15d2c58fd3.html
http://www.wyofile.com/grizzly-bears-dreaming-frontier-wonder/
http://www.jhnewsandguide.com/jackson_hole_daily/state_and_regional/writerrs_on_range/states-feds-agree-to-at-least-yellowstone-area-grizzlies/article_5bde6e25-da71-531d-bc3e-d01d181c929e.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Society/2015/1129/Saga-of-the-world-s-most-famous-grizzly
http://www.wyofile.com/wyoming-says-grizzly-hunting-plan-ensures-bears-forever/
http://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_e918eb2e-b4b6-11e5-80d9-472b99b863e9.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2016/03/19/we-re-putting-grizzlies-in-the-crosshairs.html
http://www.jhnewsandguide.com/news/environmental/griz-plan-review-not-enough-facts/article_d4394705-02e7-5e7c-ac72-4b0ab01e4ac4.html
http://www.powelltribune.com/news/item/14708-game-and-fish-outlines-grizzly-management-plan
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/2016-04-06/endangered-species-and-wildlife/wyoming-prepares-for-grizzly-delisting/a51261-1
http://www.kulr8.com/story/31653015/grizzly-bear-delisting-debate-continues-in-wyoming
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/wildlife/agencies-try-to-map-plan-for-finalizing-griz-delisting/article_4d430ea0-1bc9-5849-9c76-efe6e101e93c.html
http://www.reuters.com/article/usa-grizzlies-idUSL2N1882A9

And as a little icing on the cake High Country News put the issue
on their cover this week.
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Link to Wyoming Game and Fish Department draft Grizzly Bear
Management Plan

Other important articles regarding grizzly bear delisting:

Wyoming Prepares for Grizzly Bear Delisting: Wyoming News Service
Article, 2016-04-06



http://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/mailbag/states-record-on-wolves-bodes-ill-for-grizzlies/article_5ae710a4-b872-567d-9d3b-5f3e673629df.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/opinions/letters_to_editor/grizzlies-still-need-protections-of-esa/article_9b6febbc-b056-5f80-9bbb-06d925ff4aab.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/opinions/letters_to_editor/delisting-grizzly-bears-would-be-premature/article_46346929-deeb-51d4-983c-693d270d2031.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/opinions/letters_to_editor/delisting-grizzly-bears-would-be-premature/article_46346929-deeb-51d4-983c-693d270d2031.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/opinions/letters_to_editor/delisting-will-threathen-grizzly-population/article_6983957f-dc58-5797-8551-ce717239751a.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/opinions/letters_to_editor/delisting-grizzlies-will-wipe-out-earlier-gains/article_c01ddc2a-be34-5d3e-bc25-f14ca82ff676.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/opinions/letters_to_editor/marvelous-grizzlies-deserve-our-protection/article_b9726682-a300-57a8-92d2-0ecb715a56cd.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/opinions/letters_to_editor/grizzly-bears-deserve-continued-protections/article_70fb95da-0ae3-5d78-9564-ab8b84d8fce0.html
http://missoulian.com/news/opinion/mailbag/grizzly-bears-need-further-esa-protection/article_caf178a3-dbfc-5138-aec4-4e52d8e3515e.html
http://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/mailbag/delisting-grizzlies-is-not-the-answer/article_60d0a0d5-ba25-5263-a098-9347b5b03cfe.html
http://www.jhnewsandguide.com/opinion/guest_shot/bears-are-worth-more-alive-than-dead/article_37f17d04-59cb-5685-9082-75c403f605da.html
http://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/mailbag/grizzly-bears-worth-more-alive-than-dead/article_46d114ad-752e-5599-9077-2ccfa55ac67e.html
http://www.codyenterprise.com/news/opinion/article_e48876b0-3c43-11e5-a8d0-4708ee746795.html
http://www.jhnewsandguide.com/opinion/letters/letters-to-the-editor-sept/article_53e85b92-84f6-5dd1-a0d7-5ee472f0a01f.html
http://www.jhnewsandguide.com/opinion/guest_shot/why-grizzlies-should-stay-endangered/article_a100711b-1895-581e-a8e5-f38547d447f3.html?_dc=443441675044.5962&_dc=54926282726.22824&_dc=158118712250.14328
http://trib.com/opinion/columns/camenzind-why-grizzly-bears-should-remain-on-the-endangered-species/article_6acdf13d-daae-5984-b7fe-c414cec1be8e.html
http://billingsgazette.com/news/opinion/guest/guest-opinion-don-t-delist-greater-yellowstone-grizzlies/article_c10ab0b9-13ef-542e-8c41-5a6cd1f9ca60.html
http://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/opinions/letters_to_editor/delisting-will-only-reduce-park-grizzlies/article_01a1a303-89c9-5646-bcfc-f2afd1fa8e5e.html
http://helenair.com/news/opinion/readers_alley/delisting-grizzly-would-be-a-mistake/article_8b2cf472-252f-507b-878f-d2ff323d020a.html
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/WGFD/media/content/Wildlife/Hot%20Topics/FINAL-DRAFT-GB-Mgmt-Plan-3-15-16.pdf
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/WGFD/media/content/Wildlife/Hot%20Topics/FINAL-DRAFT-GB-Mgmt-Plan-3-15-16.pdf

Griz Plan Review: Not Enough Facts - Jackson Hole News and Guide
Article, 2016-04-06

March 1, 2016 Wyofile article: On the Cusp of Delisting, Grizzly
Hunting a Worry

SCWC Conservation Director, Lloyd Dorsey's comments during the
Jackson WGFD Grizzly Management Plan Public Meetings




