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Wilderness Opportunities on the Inyo National Forest
From the flanks of the Sierra Nevada to the open sagebrush steppes of the Great Basin, the Inyo National Forest is blessed with hundreds of thousands of acres of wild, roadless lands.  These remaining open spaces provide essential animal and plant habitats and offer exceptional opportunities for self-powered recreation including, for example, hiking, camping, birdwatching, backpacking, hunting, wildflower viewing and horseback riding. Of these treasured landscapes, the Sierra Club and the Friends of the Inyo are supporting a total of 13 additional wilderness areas (9 in Inyo County and 4 in Mono County) as part of the new forest plan for the Inyo National Forest.
Each of these 13 areas has also been identified by the Forest Service as suitable for wilderness designation.  Four of these areas – all in Inyo County - are in the Preferred Alternative B for the Draft Plan.  Alternative B does not recommend any new areas in Mono County. 
All 13 are recommended in Alternative C (the “conservation alternative”).   The Sierra Club and Friends of the Inyo support the general boundaries for these areas depicted on the Forest Service maps dated 01/12/2016. 
These 13 share the following characteristics: (1) The intact condition of the ecosystem types; (2) good opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation; (3) good opportunities to add minimally or underrepresented habitats to the areas protected as wilderness on the Inyo National Forest, and 4) they can be protected as wilderness without closing any legal roads or motorized trails.  In several cases, the area is also contiguous with existing designated wilderness and contains a wild and scenic river. 
The following area descriptions describe many of the reasons these areas are worthy of wilderness protection.  
Mono County
Dexter Canyon
A landscape of rough hewn granite knobs, rolling uplands, and flat volcanic mesas deeply incised with 25 miles of steep-walled rim-rock canyons reminiscent of the desert southwest, Dexter is unlike anywhere else on the Inyo National Forest.  The western portion supports old-growth lodgepole and Jeffrey pine forests dotted with sedge/rush dominated meadows, while the northern and eastern portion are defined by open sagebrush plains, extensive snowbank aspen groves, and narrow riparian aspen-filled canyons. Free-flowing North Canyon Creek, Dexter Canyon Creek, Wild Cow Creek and Wet Canyon Creeks support locally-limited but ecologically critical riparian habitat.  
The areas topography and remote character offer significant opportunities for solitude and a remote wilderness experience.
Significant species found in this area include a conifer “hotspot” with 7 species of conifer trees, as well as Black‐backed Woodpecker, Bi‐state Sage Grouse, and Peregrine Falcon.  Wilderness would provide important permanent protections for these and other species in the area.
Excelsior
This area provides habitat connectivity between the northern White Mountains, the Excelsior Wilderness Study Area and the eastern wild lands of the Bodie Hills. It represents a wild, untouched chunk of the western Great Basin, containing extensive pinyon-juniper woods (not well represented as wilderness), isolated ephemeral lakes, dune systems, and locally limited but ecologically critical springs and associated riparian systems. This area has unique alkali wetlands, dune fields and sagebrush steppe and is rich in archeological resources.  All of these unique features help make the area and excellent candidate for wilderness designation.
Significant species found in this area include William's Combleaf, Long Valley Milkvetch, Globe Dune Parsley, Dune Horsebrush, Wild Horses, and Bi‐State Sage Grouse.  Wilderness would provide important permanent protections for these and other species in the area.
Glass Mountain
The Glass Mountains are the only east-west trending mountain range in the Eastern Sierra. It is part of the Long Valley Caldera, which comprises lava domes, rhyolite and obsidian flows.  With diverse forests ranging from pinyon to limber and Jeffrey pine, as well as snowbank and riparian aspen groves, abundant meadows, spring-fed creeks, steep-walled canyons and high volcanic ridges it represents a wonderful and truly unique ecological recreational and cultural resource. This area is also an important migratory corridor and potential refuge for species facing the impacts of drought and a changing environment. It provides habitat for the Northern Goshawk.
In addition, this potential wilderness would provide an important overlay of protection to the existing upper portion of the O’Harrel Canyon Critical Aquatic Refuge (CAR). 
Significant species found in this area include Lahontan Cutthroat Trout, Mono Lake Lupine, Raven’s Milkvetch, Mono Milkvetch, Whitebark Pine, Limber Pine, Lodgepole Pine, and Northern Goshawk.  Wilderness would provide important permanent protections for these and other species in the area.


Ansel Adams Addition
This area includes the transitional slope from the floor of the Mono Basin to the mid-slope boundary of the Ansel Adams Wilderness. This mid elevation, old-growth mixed conifer forest is very important ecologically, but poorly represented in protected areas on the Inyo National Forest. This mixed conifer zone is also unique for its diversity and inclusion of relatively rare conifer species – namely healthy limber pines in Bloody Canyon. The southern section includes extensive aspen groves, old-growth lodge pole forests, and numerous isolated riparian systems. An isolated population of Southern Alligator Lizards exists in aspen groves along the Parker Bench trail.  This historically significant canyon supported the main route from Yosemite to the Mono Basin for thousands of years. The area is designated critical habitat for Sierra Nevada bighorn sheep.
Significant species found in this area include Robbins Pondweed, Sierra Nevada Bighorn, Sheep, Limber Pine, Southern Alligator Lizards, Northern Goshawk, Peregrine Falcon, and Bi‐state Sage Grouse.  Wilderness would provide important permanent protections for these and other species in the area.
Inyo County
Deadman Canyon
This area is located between the White Mountains and Inyo Mountains, north of Eureka Valley Road and south of the boundary between the White Mountain and Mt. Whitney Ranger Districts. Ecosystem types include pinyon-juniper, sagebrush and xeric shrublands and blackbrush which are habitats that are under-represented as wilderness currently on the Inyo National Forest. The topography includes steep to gentle slopes and offers opportunities for solitude and a wilderness quality experience. The pinyon-juniper woodlands and subalpine areas offer popular primitive recreation opportunities including hiking, horseback riding and deer hunting. 

Deep Springs North  
This area contains rich birch-cottonwood riparian forests that host a recently discovered isolated population of Black Toad, a California Fully Protected Species.   The Birch Creek drainage comprises the majority of the area.  Portions of the creek have perennial flows which provide critical habitat for a variety of species and the creek is noted for its travertine formations and for the canyon it has formed through the granite batholith.  The area includes the Birch Creek granite batholith geologic feature, which has scenic and scientific values, and several rare plants. The area provides good opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation, outside of the Schulman Grove and Bristlecone Pine Visitor Center.  The area is distant from occupied and modified areas.  The steep ridges and deep drainages support a remote experience away from the sights and sounds of people inside the wilderness. 
Significant species found in this area include Black Toad, Bi‐state Sage Grouse, Bristlecone Pine, Townsend’s Big‐eared bat, Spiny‐leaved Milkvetch, Little Cutleaf, Nevada Ninebark,
Compact Fleabane, and Dedecker’s Clover.  Wilderness would provide important permanent protections for these and other species in the area. 
Inyo Mountain Wilderness Addition
A portion of this proposed addition is contiguous with the Inyo Mountain Wilderness, so its addition would enhance the existing wilderness and provide additional habitat connectivity and protection. Ecosystem types include pinyon-juniper, sagebrush, subalpine forest and xeric shrublands and blackbrush which are habitats that are under-represented as wilderness currently on the Inyo National Forest. The topography includes canyons, including Marble Canyon, extremely rugged terrain and high elevation plateaus with steep to gentle slopes along the eastern side.  The area offers opportunities for solitude and quiet recreation.  Marble Canyon is a unique geologic feature in this area.

Significant species found in this area include Townsend’s Big‐eared Bat, Pinyon Beardtongue, Inyo Milkvetch, Pinyon Rockcress, Mohave Fishhook Cactus, and Bristlecone Pines.  Wilderness would provide important permanent protections for these and other species in the area.
Piper Mountain Addition 1
Located at the northern end of the Inyo Mountains, the Piper Mountain Addition 1 borders the Piper Mountain Wilderness (managed by the BLM) to the east.  These contiguous wildernesses would provide habitat connectivity which will benefit species as they move and adapt to environmental factors and threats.  These lands are known for unparalleled cultural resources scattered among pinyon-juniper, xeric shrub and blackbrush, which are habitats that are under-represented as wilderness currently on the Inyo National Forest. 

In Alternative B, the boundary for this area has been refined to make it more clearly identifiable and use setbacks from roads and motorized trails that were consistent with other wilderness boundary setbacks on the forest. The northern and western sections of the boundary closely follow authorized (legal) national forest roads and motorized trails. The southern boundary generally follows a prominent natural feature, an east-west trending ridgeline. 
Significant species found in this area include Little Cutleaf, Mojave Fishhook Cactus, Compact Fleabane, Inyo Milkvetch, Pinyon Beardtongue, and Inyo Onion.  The area’s Alkali Flats are an underrepresented type on wilderness area in the national forests in California.  Wilderness would provide important permanent protections for these and other species and unique habitats in the area.
Piper Mountain Addition 2
This area is contiguous to the existing Piper Mountains Wilderness managed by the Bureau of Land Management and offers a unique opportunity to conserve an east-west corridor for species moving from the Mojave to the Sierra and habitats not well represented as current wilderness on the Inyo National Forest or nationally.  This opportunity to safeguard habitat connectivity and under-represented habitats is extremely important in this era of drought and environmental stress, as species will be moving and adapting as conditions and habitats change.  
This area has high ecological integrity with few alterations to natural conditions. There are no known developments in the area that would degrade the undeveloped quality. The combination of alkali flats (an underrepresented type on wilderness area in the national forests in California) and old growth pinyon-juniper is a unique feature of this area worthy of protection as wilderness.
Significant species found in this area include Little Cutleaf, Mojave Fishhook Cactus, Compact Fleabane, Inyo Milkvetch, Pinyon Beardtongue, Inyo Onion and Alkali Flats (an underrepresented type on wilderness area in the national forests in California).  Wilderness would provide important permanent protections for these and other species in the area.
Soldier Canyon
The area’s topography is varied (steep to gentle slopes) and opportunities for solitude are provided by vegetation and the area’s canyons.  The area also has ecological integrity and a substantially natural character.  Recreation opportunities include backcountry activities such as hiking, horseback riding and hunting.  The area also provides opportunities for wildlife observation, photography, spring wildflower observation, and cultural/historical resource observation.  
Ecosystem types include pinyon-juniper, sagebrush and xeric shrublands and blackbrush which are not well represented as designated wilderness on the Inyo National Forest. Significant species found in this area include Mojave Fishhook Cactus and Little Cutleaf.  Wilderness would provide important permanent protections for these and other species in the area.
South Sierra Addition
This area would be an addition to the existing South Sierra Wilderness and is contiguous to the BLM administered Sacatar Wilderness to the south.  Its protection would enhance the existing wilderness and provide additional habitat connectivity and protection.  This South Sierra Addition is characterized by rugged high desert peaks scattered with yucca and Joshua Tree woodland, rare vegetation types on the Inyo National Forest.  The area also contains important true Mojave Desert ecosystems which are largely intact and include Joshua trees, cholla cactus, creosote, plus health canyon live oak ecosystems and pinyon-juniper.  Haiwee Creek is a perennial stream, with important riparian habitats for plant and animal species.  Because this South Sierra East area would also provide important habitat connectivity between the lower elevation habitats of the Sacatar Wilderness to the high Sierra habitats in existing wilderness along the Sierra crest, this area is particularly important, ecologically speaking, to protect. 
The area also offers challenging opportunities for solitude and quiet recreation.  The area also contains cultural resources (only some of which have been cataloged) that would be protected by a wilderness designation.  There are significant opportunities for solitude or quiet recreation in this area.
Significant species found in this area include Cholla Cactus, Canyon Live Oak, Kern Milkvetch, Mountain Yellow Violet, Field Ivesia, Kern Canyon Clarkia, Charlotte’s Phacelia, Silk Tassel Bush (northern most population), Kern Slender Salamander, and the Sierra Nevada Bighorn Sheep.  Wilderness would provide important permanent protections for these and other species in the area.
White Mountain Additions West/East
These two additions to the existing White Mountains Wilderness to the north would eliminate an arbitrary county line boundary, separating wilderness from roadless areas.  These additions would provide a more ecologically driven boundary following topography and other features of the land.  To the west are the slopes of Blanco Mountain, containing a scenically varied mix of granite hoodoos, open sagebrush steppe, and limber-bristlecone forests.  Water and Mills Canyons, which contain important perennial streams, are the area’s predominant drainages and are worthy of additional protections.  To the east, the landscape contains granite and volcanic highlands with remote and rugged areas such as Dead Horse Meadow and Black Birch Canyons, which provide vital riparian habitats. These two potential wilderness additions also include ecological features in the congressionally designated Ancient Bristlecone Pine Forest. The area supports a pinyon-juniper forest ecosystem that is currently underrepresented as designated wilderness (less than 10%) nationally.
These two areas offer notable opportunities for primitive (quiet, non-motorized) recreation.  In addition to existing trails, there are opportunities for adventurous cross-country trips. In the Ancient Bristlecone Pine Forest there are opportunities to hike on unmaintained trails and for wildlife viewing, dark skies observation, photography and enjoying nature generally. The high elevation and lack of maintained trails adds to the challenge and the wildland visitor experience.  Opportunities for primitive recreation in the eastern portion of the area focus on horseback riding, hiking and hunting in the Crooked Creek drainage.  
Significant species found in this area include Bi‐state Sage Grouse, Booth’s Evening Primrose, and Bristlecone Pine.  Wilderness would provide important permanent protections for these and other species in the area.


For additional information, please contact:
Jora Fogg, Friends of the Inyo, (760) 873 6500, jora@friendsoftheinyo.org

Frances Hunt, Sierra Club, (703) 424 3143, fran.hunt@sierraclub.org 
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