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2019 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The 2019 legislative session, formally known as the First Regular Session of the 57th Legislature, marked the first legislative session under the 

Governorship of Kevin Stitt. The overall tone was subdued, while the overall message was clear—all power was bent towards a “profit over people” 

Governorship that favors business interests over the public good. The session also resulted in the granting of immense power to the Office of the Governor 

regarding the Governor’s power and ability to name and appoint agency heads, including positions that directly impact the State’s ability to protect, or not, 

the environment across the State of Oklahoma. 

Just as the session was starting, the Governor selected Ken Wagner, a long-time associate and employee of disgraced EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt, as 

Oklahoma’s new Secretary of Energy and the Environment. Secretary Wagner clearly revealed his support of the Governor’s agenda by actively participating 

in the legislative process. He personally introduced, and then heavily lobbied for, SB1003, the so-called “Environmental Audit Privilege Act,” a bill that 

completely favors corporate interests over the interests of the public good and will greatly impact the environmental health of the state and its citizens.  

SB1003 was just one of several ALEC (American Legislative Exchange Council) originated bills the Legislature pushed through, all of which not only favor 

corporate power over democracy, they will negatively impact the air, land, and water in Oklahoma. SB1001, the Ban on Plastic Bag Bans bill, was another 

ALEC-based bill that passed. This bill takes away the rights of cities and towns to manage their own affairs by making it illegal for them to place limits or 

fees on materials known to be driving widespread pollution, like plastic bags and Styrofoam cups. Even if their own residents want such ordinances, they 

can no longer pass them. Sadly, the New York Times published a study showing that the Oklahoma Legislature sits at the top of the list of states where 

“pay to play” business legislation is passed through the state legislature—that is, bills originated not by constituents or local interests, but bills delivered to 

legislators by out-of-state corporate interests. 

On a positive note, the Oklahoma Chapter of Sierra Club was very pleased to help support the introduction of several pieces of legislation that sought to 

support the expansion of renewable energy in the State of Oklahoma. We are happy to report the passage of HB2095, a bill we supported that expands 

Oklahoma’s clean energy tax incentives to now include certain types of electric vehicle charging stations. And though not successful, we worked hard to 

improve and expand the solar energy market this session. Currently, Oklahoma ranks 46th in the nation in overall production of solar energy, whereas all 

analysts agree we should be about 6th in the nation. Several pieces of legislation would have paved the way to expanding solar energy in Oklahoma, but 

sadly, the Governor’s office, along with OG&E and various oil and gas advocates, made sure NONE of the solar legislation received the support needed in 

either the House or Senate to make it out of committee—all solar legislation failed in committee this session. Opening up solar energy to a free market in 

the state of Oklahoma remains one of our biggest aims legislatively as we head into the 2020 session. We would like to thank Representative Denise 

Brewer, Senator Dave Rader, Senator Paul Scott, and Senator Mary Boren for their various efforts to improve and expand the solar energy industry in the 

State of Oklahoma. 

  

Our lobbyist and director Johnson Bridgwater travelled to Green Country Group to present a “Lobbying 101” session, and to detail important legislative 

issues. Johnson was joined by a new renewable energy lobby organization called the Oklahoma Power Alliance which specializes in supporting wind, solar 

and battery stored renewable energy. 

 

On March 27th, we held our largest event in many years at the State Capitol. Known as Oklahoma Water Lobby Day, we partnered with numerous member-

based organizations including Oklahomans for Responsible Water Policy, Trout Unlimited, Save the Illinois River, LEAD Agency, Green Country Guardians 

and others to voice our mutual concern over the general decline in water quality across Oklahoma. Guest speakers included Casey Camp-Horinek, Drew 

Edmondson, and Pam Kingfisher. The day was spent tabling, lobbying, hosting educational sessions, and it was capped off by a press conference. 
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The Oklahoma Beyond Coal campaign was heavily involved in the 2019 lobby session, mainly focusing on protecting the booming wind energy industry 

from oil and gas interests that have been working overtime to try and stall our amazing wind energy industry. Oklahoma Beyond Coal also helped rally 

Oklahomans and legislators to support several pieces of pro-solar energy legislation. Sadly, none of the solar bills made it out of committee due to strong 

opposition from OG&E, and a lack of support from the Governor’s office. 

 

GRASSROOTS EFFORTS 
 

 

The Oklahoma Chapter of Sierra Club is the only environmental organization in the state of Oklahoma to employ a full-time environmental lobbyist—but it is 

our amazing volunteers that make us truly unique! The Oklahoma Chapter of Sierra Club has a dedicated Volunteer Lobby Corps that gets our members to 

the state capitol every week of the legislative session to meet with legislators on issues and bills that matter to Oklahoma’s environment. The best part—

anybody can become an environmental lobbyist, and the Oklahoma Sierra Club is here to train and educate anybody interested in becoming an 

environmental lobbyist—no experience needed, just a passion to protect Oklahoma’s air, land and water. 

 

THE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 

Oklahoma Sierra Club also has a chapter-level Legislative Committee to help wade through the countless bills, to help focus where the most attention is 

needed, and to help with the non-stop outreach efforts needed throughout session, as well as to help make specific events the best that they can be. The 

Legislative Committee also works to reach our members who have indicated an interest and a willingness to help with specific needs during legislative 

session—whether it is a phone call, a letter, an editorial, or directly meeting with legislators, our member volunteers are the backbone of our work.  

 

For those of you reading this report for the first time, or who are new to Sierra Club, please visit our website and join our 

“Oklahoma Legislative Alert List,” www.sierraclub.org/oklahoma/legislative  

 

 

 

http://www.sierraclub.org/oklahoma/legislative
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LEGISLATIVE RESOURCES 

Oklahoma Senate Homepage: http://oksenate.gov/index.aspx 

 

You will find all the information needed to contact your Senator, find out what is going on in the Senate, identify Senate leadership, and track Senate 

legislation. You can also join in LIVE on most Senate meetings such as Committee hearings and Senate Floor Sessions. 

 

 

Oklahoma House of Representatives Homepage: http://www.okhouse.gov/ 

 

You will find all the information needed to contact your Representative, find out what is going on in the House, identify House leadership, and track 

House legislation. You can also join in LIVE on most House meetings such as Committee hearings and House Floor Sessions. 

 

District Information: 

-Senate District Maps:  

http://www.oksenate.gov/Senators/2011_maps/maps.aspx 

 

-House District Maps: 

https://www.okhouse.gov/Publications/GISDistrictMapsReports.aspx#House_District_Maps 

 

If you are not certain who represents you, please visit the following web page:   

   “Find My Legislator:”  http://www.oklegislature.gov/FindMyLegislature.aspx 

 

 

 

For those reading this report who are interested in learning about the complete ins and outs of the 

legislative process, administrative rules, and other issues and items related to bills, the House, and the 

Senate, please visit this page: 

  http://www.oklegislature.gov/ 

 

http://oksenate.gov/index.aspx
http://www.okhouse.gov/
http://www.oksenate.gov/Senators/2011_maps/maps.aspx
https://www.okhouse.gov/Publications/GISDistrictMapsReports.aspx#House_District_Maps
http://www.oklegislature.gov/FindMyLegislature.aspx
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LEGISLATIVE SCORECARDS 

The scorecards are based on votes on bills chosen from among our priority issues and taken together provide a composite representation of each legislator’s 

relationship to environmental issues in the State of Oklahoma as a whole. The following are summaries of the specific bills selected for 2019: 

 

BILLS ON SENATORS’ SCORECARD 

 

HB2095, by Rep. Terry O'Donnell, R-Catoosa and Sen. Stephanie Bice, R-Oklahoma City, extends the one-time tax credit for investments in qualified clean-

burning motor vehicle fuel vehicles and equipment to December 31, 2027. It provides the credit for fuel delivery equipment including EV equipment will be 

45 percent of the cost of the qualified clean-burning motor vehicle fuel property. 

- Oklahoma Sierra Club SUPPORTED this bill. 

-The bill was signed into law. 

 

SB0702, by Sen. Greg McCortney, R-Ada and Rep. Charles McCall, R-Atoka, establishes a moratorium on the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) 

permitting of any discharge from a subject mine to streams fed or supported by water emanating from sensitive sole source groundwater basins or 

subbasins, excepting cases where the DEQ issues a permit to correct compliance issues. 

-Oklahoma Sierra Club SUPPORTED this bill. 

-The bill stalled in the House of Representatives. 

 

SB0826, by Sen. Stephanie Bice, R-Oklahoma City and Rep. Dustin Roberts, R-Durant, creates a one-time tax credit for investments in qualified 100 

percent electric vehicles of $3,000 and plug-in hybrid vehicles of $1,500 and property related to servicing the vehicles. 

 -Oklahoma Sierra Club SUPPORTED this bill. 

 -The bill stalled in the House of Representatives. 

 

SB1001, by Sen. James Leewright, R-Bristow and Rep. Dustin Roberts, R-Durant, prohibits political subdivisions from restricting, taxing, prohibiting or 

regulating the use, disposition or sale of auxiliary containers. 

- Oklahoma Sierra Club OPPOSED this bill. 

- The bill was signed into law. 

 

SB1003, by Sen. Mark Allen, R-Spiro and Rep. Mark McBride, R-Moore, creates the Oklahoma Environmental, Health and Safety Audit Privilege Act to 

encourage voluntary compliance with environmental and occupational health and safety laws. It prohibits a regulatory agency from adopting a rule or 

impose a condition that circumvents the purpose of the act.  

- Oklahoma Sierra Club OPPOSED this bill. 

- The bill was signed into law. 
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SENATORS’ SCORECARDS 

This table represents the voting record on key environmental bills which taken together provide a composite grade for each Senator. 

 

Senator Party District 
HB2095 
(S- 3rd 

Reading) 

Bill 
SB702 
(S- 3rd 

Reading) 

Bill 
SB826 
(S- 3rd 
Vote) 

Bill 
SB1001 
(S- 3rd 

Reading) 

Bill 
SB1003 
(S- 3rd 

Reading) 

Grade Score 

Preferred Vote     Aye Aye Aye Nay Nay     

Allen, Mark R 4 Excused Aye Nay Aye Aye D- 30 

Bergstrom, Micheal R 1 Nay Nay Nay Aye Aye F 0 

Bice, Stephanie R 22 Aye Aye Aye Aye Excused C 70 

Boggs, Larry R 7 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye C 60 

Boren, Mary D 16 Aye Excused Excused Nay Nay B 80 

Brooks, Michael D 44 Aye Aye Aye Nay Nay A+ 100 

Bullard, David R 6 Aye Aye Excused Aye Aye D 50 

Coleman, Bill R 10 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye C 60 

Dahm, Nathan R 33 Nay Nay Nay Aye Aye F 0 

Daniels, Julie R 29 Aye Nay Nay Excused Aye D- 30 

David, Kimberly R 18 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye C 60 

Dossett, J.J. D 34 Aye Aye Aye Aye Nay B 80 

Dugger, Tom R 21 Aye Nay Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Floyd, Kay D 46 Aye Aye Aye Nay Excused A 90 

Hall, Chuck R 20 Aye Nay Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Haste, John R 36 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye C 60 

Hicks, Carri D 40 Aye Aye Aye Aye Nay B 80 

Howard, Brent R 38 Aye Aye Nay Aye Aye D 40 

Ikley-Freeman, Allison D 37 Aye Aye Aye Aye Excused C 70 

Jech, Darcy R 26 Aye Aye Aye Nay Aye B 80 

Kidd, Chris R 31 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye C 60 

Kirt, Julia D 30 Aye Aye Aye Nay Nay A+ 100 

Leewright, James R 12 Aye Excused Excused Aye Aye D 40 

Matthews, Kevin D 11 Aye Aye Aye Nay Nay A+ 100 

McCortney, Greg R 13 Nay Aye Aye Nay Aye C 60 
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Montgomery, John R 32 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye C 60 

Murdock, Casey R 27 Aye Nay Nay Aye Aye D- 20 

Newhouse, Joe R 25 Nay Excused Excused Aye Aye D- 20 

Paxton, Lonnie R 23 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye C 60 

Pederson, Roland R 19 Aye Aye Excused Aye Aye D 50 

Pemberton, Dewayne R 9 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye C 60 

Pugh, Adam R 41 Excused Aye Aye Excused Aye C 60 

Quinn, Marty R 2 Nay Aye Nay Aye Aye D- 20 

Rader, Dave R 39 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye C 60 

Rosino, Paul R 45 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye C 60 

Scott, Paul R 43 Nay Aye Excused Nay Aye D 50 

Sharp, Ron R 17 Nay Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Shaw, Wayne R 3 Aye Nay Nay Aye Aye D- 20 

Silk, Joseph R 5 Nay Excused Excused Aye Aye D- 20 

Simpson, Frank R 14 Excused Aye Aye Aye Aye D 50 

Smalley, Jason R 28 Nay Aye Nay Aye Aye D- 20 

Standridge, Robert R 15 Nay Excused Excused Nay Aye D 40 

Stanislawski, Gary R 35 Nay Nay Nay Excused Aye F 10 

Stanley, Brenda R 42 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye C 60 

Thompson, Roger R 8 Excused Aye Aye Aye Excused C 60 

Treat, Greg R 47 Excused Aye Excused Excused Excused C 60 

Weaver, Darrell R 24 Aye Aye Nay Aye Aye D 40 

Young, George D 48 Aye Aye Aye Aye Nay B 80 
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BILLS ON REPRESENTATIVES’ SCORECARD 

 

HB1403, by Rep. Justin Humphrey, R-Lane and Sen. David Bullard, R-Durant, authorizes the Oklahoma Water Resources Board to determine instream flows 

for specific, defined streams, decide upon committees dedicated to these streams and use data on instream flow determinations and make specific kinds 

of determinations on water use based on this data. 

- Oklahoma Sierra Club SUPPORTED this bill. 

- The bill stalled in the Senate. 

 

HB2095, by Rep. Terry O'Donnell, R-Catoosa and Sen. Stephanie Bice, R-Oklahoma City, extends the one-time tax credit for investments in qualified clean-

burning motor vehicle fuel vehicles and equipment to December 31, 2027. It provides the credit for fuel delivery equipment including EV equipment will be 

45 percent of the cost of the qualified clean-burning motor vehicle fuel property. 

- Oklahoma Sierra Club SUPPORTED this bill. 

-The bill was signed into law. 

 

HB2150, by Rep. John Pfeiffer, R-Mulhall and Sen. Mark Allen, R-Spiro, requires it to be considered a taking pursuant to Article 2 of the Oklahoma 

Constitution and relevant statutes whenever a municipality, county or other political subdivision, other than the Corporation Commission, adopts or 

implements an ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation or other form of official policy concerning oil and gas operations that has the effect of substantially 

interfering with the use and enjoyment of the mineral estate. 

- Oklahoma Sierra Club OPPOSED this bill. 

- The bill stalled in the Senate. 

 

SB1001, by Sen. James Leewright, R-Bristow and Rep. Dustin Roberts, R-Durant, prohibits political subdivisions from restricting, taxing, prohibiting or 

regulating the use, disposition or sale of auxiliary containers. 

- Oklahoma Sierra Club OPPOSED this bill. 

- The bill was signed into law. 

 

SB1003, by Sen. Mark Allen, R-Spiro and Rep. Mark McBride, R-Moore, creates the Oklahoma Environmental, Health and Safety Audit Privilege Act to 

encourage voluntary compliance with environmental and occupational health and safety laws. It prohibits a regulatory agency from adopting a rule or 

impose a condition that circumvents the purpose of the act.  

- Oklahoma Sierra Club OPPOSED this bill. 

- The bill was signed into law. 
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REPRESENTATIVES SCORECARD  

This table represents the voting record on key environmental bills which taken together provide a composite grade for each Representative. 

 

Representative Party District 

Bill 
HB1403 
(H-3rd 

Reading) 

Bill 
HB2095 
(H- 4th 

Reading) 

Bill 
HB2150 
(H- 3rd 

Reading) 

Bill 
SB1001 
(H- 3rd 

Reading) 

Bill 
SB1003 
(H- 3rd 

Reading) 

Grade Score 

Preferred Vote     Aye Aye Nay Nay Nay     

Albright, Kelly D 95 Aye Aye Nay Nay Nay A+ 100 

Baker, Rhonda R 60 Aye Aye Nay Aye Aye C 60 

Bell, Merleyn D 45 Aye Excused Nay Nay Nay A 90 

Bennett, Forrest D 92 Aye Aye Nay Nay Nay A+ 100 

Blancett, Meloyde D 78 Aye Excused Nay Nay Nay A 90 

Boatman, Jeff R 67 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Boles, Brad R 51 Aye Aye Nay Aye Aye C 60 

Branham, Chelsey D 83 Aye Excused Nay Nay Nay A 90 

Brewer, Denise D 71 Excused Aye Nay Nay Nay A 90 

Burns, Ty R 35 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Bush, Carol R 70 Aye Aye Nay Nay Aye B 80 

Caldwell, Chad R 40 Nay Nay Excused Aye Aye F 10 

Caldwell, Trey R 63 Aye Excused Aye Aye Aye D- 30 

Conley, Sherrie R 20 Aye Nay Aye Aye Nay D 40 

Cornwell, Rusty R 6 Aye Aye Aye Aye Excused D 50 

Crosswhite Hader, Denise R 41 Nay Nay Aye Aye Aye F 0 

Davis, Dean R 98 Nay Aye Aye Aye Aye D- 20 

Dills, Sheila R 69 Aye Excused Aye Nay Aye D 50 

Dollens, Mickey D 93 Aye Aye Nay Nay Nay A+ 100 

Dunnington, Jason D 88 Excused Aye Nay Nay Nay A 90 

Echols, Jon R 90 Aye Excused Aye Aye Aye D- 30 

Fetgatter, Scott R 16 Nay Aye Aye Excused Nay D 50 

Fincher, Derrel R 11 Aye Nay Nay Nay Aye C 60 

Ford, Ross R 76 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Frix, Avery R 13 Aye Excused Aye Aye Aye D- 30 

Fugate, Andy D 94 Aye Aye Nay Nay Nay A+ 100 
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Gann, Tom R 8 Nay Nay Aye Aye Nay D- 20 

Goodwin, Regina D 73 Aye Aye Nay Nay Nay A+ 100 

Grego, Jim R 17 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Hardin, David R 86 Aye Nay Nay Nay Aye C 60 

Hardin, Tommy R 49 Nay Nay Nay Aye Nay D 40 

Hasenbeck, Toni R 65 Aye Aye Aye Nay Aye C 60 

Hilbert, Kyle R 29 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Hill, Brian R 47 Nay Aye Aye Excused Aye D- 30 

Humphrey, Justin R 19 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Johns, Ronny R 25 Aye Aye Nay Nay Aye B 80 

Kannady, Chris R 91 Aye Excused Aye Excused Aye D 40 

Kerbs, Dell R 26 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Kiger, Lundy R 3 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Lawson, Mark R 30 Nay Aye Aye Aye Aye D- 20 

Lepak, Mark R 9 Nay Aye Aye Aye Excused D- 30 

Loring, Ben D 7 Aye Aye Nay Nay Nay A+ 100 

Lowe, Jason D 97 Excused Aye Nay Nay Nay A 90 

Luttrell, Ken R 37 Aye Aye Aye Nay Aye C 60 

Manger, Robert R 101 Aye Aye Aye Nay Aye C 60 

Marti, T.J. R 75 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Martinez, Ryan R 39 Aye Nay Aye Aye Aye D- 20 

May, Stan R 80 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

McBride, Mark R 53 Nay Aye Excused Aye Aye D- 30 

McCall, Charles R 22 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

McDugle, Kevin R 12 Aye Aye Aye Excused Aye D 50 

McEntire, Marcus R 50 Nay Aye Aye Nay Aye D 40 

Meredith, Matt D 4 Aye Aye Excused Nay Nay A 90 

Miller, Nicole R 82 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Mize, Garry R 31 Aye Aye Aye Nay Aye C 60 

Moore, Lewis R 96 Aye Aye Aye Excused Aye D 50 

Munson, Cyndi D 85 Aye Aye Nay Nay Nay A+ 100 

Newton, Carl R 58 Excused Excused Excused Aye Aye D- 30 

Nichols, Monroe D 72 Excused Aye Nay Nay Nay A 90 

Nollan, Jadine R 66 Aye Excused Aye Nay Nay C 70 

O'Donnell, Terry R 23 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Olsen, Jim R 2 Aye Nay Aye Aye Aye D- 20 
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Ortega, Charles R 52 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Osburn, Mike R 81 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Pae, Daniel R 62 Aye Aye Nay Nay Aye B 80 

Patzkowsky, Kenton R 61 Nay Excused Nay Nay Aye D 50 

Perryman, David D 56 Aye Aye Excused Nay Aye C 70 

Pfeiffer, John R 38 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Phillips, Logan R 24 Aye Aye Aye Aye Excused D 50 

Pittman, Ajay D 99 Aye Excused Nay Excused Excused C 70 

Provenzano, Melissa D 79 Aye Aye Nay Nay Nay A+ 100 

Randleman, Randy R 15 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Ranson, Trish D 34 Aye Aye Nay Nay Nay A+ 100 

Roberts, Dustin R 21 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Roberts, Sean R 36 Nay Nay Aye Aye Aye F 0 

Roe, Cynthia R 42 Aye Aye Aye Nay Nay B 80 

Rosecrants, Jacob D 46 Aye Aye Nay Nay Nay A+ 100 

Russ, Todd R 55 Aye Excused Aye Aye Aye D- 30 

Sanders, Mike R 59 Nay Aye Nay Aye Aye D 40 

Sims, Lonnie R 68 Nay Excused Aye Nay Aye D- 30 

Smith, David R 18 Aye Aye Aye Nay Aye C 60 

Sneed, Chris R 14 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Stark, Marilyn R 100 Aye Nay Aye Aye Aye D- 20 

Steagall, Jay R 43 Nay Aye Aye Aye Aye D- 20 

Sterling, Danny R 27 Excused Aye Aye Nay Aye D 50 

Stone, Shane D 89 Nay Aye Nay Nay Nay B 80 

Strom, Judd R 10 Nay Excused Aye Aye Aye F 10 

Tadlock, Johnny R 1 Aye Aye Aye Excused Aye D 50 

Talley, John R 33 Aye Aye Aye Nay Aye C 60 

Taylor, Zack R 28 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Townley, Tammy R 48 Aye Excused Aye Aye Aye D- 30 

Vancuren, Mark R 74 Aye Excused Aye Aye Aye D- 30 

Virgin, Emily D 44 Aye Aye Nay Nay Nay A+ 100 

Waldron, John D 77 Aye Aye Nay Nay Nay A+ 100 

Walke, Collin D 87 Aye Aye Nay Nay Excused A 90 

Wallace, Kevin R 32 Aye Aye Aye Excused Aye D 50 

West, Josh R 5 Nay Aye Aye Excused Nay D 50 

West, Kevin R 54 Nay Nay Aye Aye Aye F 0 
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West, Tammy R 84 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

Worthen, Rande R 64 Aye Nay Aye Aye Nay D 40 

Wright, Harold R 57 Aye Aye Aye Aye Aye D 40 

 


