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fo r  Hot l ine add i t ions,  ca l l  Harold 

We hope you enjoy our newsletter. Why not 
join us right now? Come along on an outing. 
Get involved, learn about local issues and 
how they affect you and your community. Just 
use the membership form on the back cover.

Sierra Leads Victory Over Proposed Water Quality Rollbacks
DEP and SFWMD Back Down – By George Cavros, Conservation Chair

Last month, the two state agencies entrusted with protecting our 
water supply, the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) 
and the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD), teamed 
up to force Broward County to degrade its surface water quality 
standards by allowing utilities to dump partially treated sewage into 
Broward canals. The dumping would have polluted our canals with 
phosphorous and nitrogen likely leading to algae blooms and fish 
kills. Those plans came to screeching halt when the Broward Sierra 
Group mobilized a coalition of conservation groups in opposition to 
the plan. 

In order to accommodate growth, Broward County is under pressure 
by state agencies to reduce its dependence on Everglades water 
and not increase the burden on the Biscayne drinking water aquifer. 
The SFWMD predicts that Broward’s population will rise from 1.8 
million to 2.3 million by 2025. Broward only reuses 5% of its water, 
and striving for higher reuse will benefit the ecosystem. Reuse water 
can be used for irrigation of green spaces such as golf courses, 
lawns, and parks. Unfortunately, the state plan wanted to convert 
Broward County’s 1,800 miles of canals into reuse cesspools.       

Broward County has more protective surface water quality standards 
than state standards. Broward measures pollutants discharged from 
a point source, whereas; the state measures how much pollution 
a water body can absorb before becoming ecologically impaired. 
Broward maintains higher standards because our canals flow west 
into the Everglades – impacting the $10 billion dollar restoration 
effort. Our canals flow east into the ocean affecting our beaches 
and coral reefs. Broward coral reefs are an economic engine that 
generate $2 billion dollars per year in diving and fishing related 

The December and January meeting and program will be in 
the Mangrove Hall building at Anne Kolb Nature Center in 
Hollywood. Take I-95 to the Sheridan Street exit, head East past 
U.S. 1, over the bridge, and on the left within 1/2 mile, look for 
the lighted Anne Kolb sign. If you go over the Intracoastal, you 
missed it. Doors open at 7:00 PM. Committee reports begin at 
7:30, and the program begins at 8:00. The meeting is open to 
the public at no charge. 

Inside: Sierra Club Endorsed Candidates

continued on page 4

Tuesday, December 5th: The December program 
will be our Annual Sierra Potluck Dinner 
and Auction - Bring a dish to share (& 
bring your own reusable dinnerware) and 
pick up some great stuff at the auction.

Broward Sierra Programs

Wednesday, January 3rd: To be announced - Check the 
website calendar for the listing as the date gets closer

activity. Perhaps most importantly, our canals recharge the 
most prolific underwater drinking source in the United States, 
the Biscayne Aquifer.  

Commissioner Kristin Jacobs was instrumental in leading 
the opposition against the proposed rule. She stated in a 
November 3rd Sun Sentinel article that “this is the cheap way 
out … polluting the water we already have in order to have 
more water is the wrong way to go.”  The DEP and SFWMD 
met a flood of resistance at a meeting of the Technical Advisory 
Committee of the water resources board in November. The 
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Broward Sierra News is published month-
ly for the members of the Broward County 
Group, Florida Chapter of the Sierra Club. 
Subscriptions are available for non-mem-
bers. Send inquiries to: Broward Sierra 
News, P.O. Box 350432, Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 33335

Executive Committee Meetings

2

Held on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 pm, in room 430a of the Broward County Governmental 
Center. For details call 

Membership Corrections -
To expedite any membership change 
(new addresses, etc.) or problems with 
your membership records please send 
your name, member number, old and new 
address or problem to: 
Member Services, 85 Second Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94105-3441.
415-977-5653 or e-mail <address.chang-
es@sierraclub.org> or <membership.
services@sierraclub.org>
If further assistance is needed, please 
contact your local Membership Chair, 

.

The Broward
Sierra Club Leaders

Broward Sierra Club 
General Meetings

EXCOM ELECTION BALLOT
MUST BE RECEIVED BY January 2007

According to the By-laws of the Broward Sierra Group, each Board 
Member will serve a two-year term, electing 4 candidates one year 
and 5 the next year.

This year we will  vote for up to 4 candidates and 4 people will be 
elected to the EXCOM board. The Nominating Committee selected 
4 candidates. If you have a joint membership, both members 
should select candidates for office by using the “First Member” and 
“Second Member” spaces. When you have completed your ballot, 
clip on the dotted line and mail to:

Broward Sierra Club, P.O. 
Box 350432, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335
Members may bring ballots to the December meeting.
All valid ballots must have either a printed newsletter mailing 
label on the reverse side or your membership number in the space 
provided: 

Membership number: 
	 First	 Second
	 Member	 Member
		  (if applicable)

Barbara Curtis.............................................. ❑ ................. ❑	
Max Goldstein.............................................. ❑ ................. ❑	
Pedro Monteiro............................................. ❑ ................. ❑	
Mara Shlackman........................................... ❑ ................. ❑	

Write-in Candidates

___________________________________	 ❑ ................. ❑	

__________________________________	 ❑ ................. ❑	
	

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Please print your name in the space of any committees where you 
would be interested in serving.

Program Chair_________________________________________

Fundraising Chair ______________________________________

Newsletter Mailing Coordinator _ __________________________

Outings Leader ________________________________________	

Meeting Greeter_ ______________________________________

✄

To get to Anne Kolb Nature Center: Take I-95 to the Sheridan St. exit. Go East past Federal Hwy. The 
entrance to Anne Kolb Nature Center will be on your left (About 1/2 mile after the sign for West Lake Park on 
the right). The Center is before the Intracoastal Bridge (see map above).

Doors open at 7:00 PM. Committee reports begin at 7:30, and the program begins at 8:00. The meeting is 
open to the public at no charge.

The December meeting and dinner will be held 
on Tuesday Dec. 5th at the Anne Kolb Nature 
Center, 751 Sheridan St., Hollywood. 

Change of meeting date in January: 
The January meeting and program will be held 
on Wednesday, January 3rd at the Anne Kolb 
Nature Center.

Holiday Pot 
Luck Dinner 
and Auction

December’s general meeting 
will be our Holiday Pot Luck 
Dinner and auction. 

If you would like to donate an 
item or service for the auction 
or would like to volunteer to 
help with the dinner or the 
auction please call Max 
Goldstein at 954-296-3411 or 
email to <maxgold@yahoo.
com>. Please put “Sierra 
auction” in the subject line.

So bring a dish and some cash 
and join your fellow Sierrans 
for a holiday celebration on 
December 5th at the Anne 
Kolb Nature Center.

Big Cypress 
ORV ADvisory 

Committee
The Broward Chapter of the 
Sierra Club will suggest the 
name of Matthew Schwartz for 
the ORV Advisory Committee 
that is being formally constituted 
to commence work in about 
February. The meetings will 
be open to the public and 
information about them will be 
available at the Big Cypress 
Nat’l Preserve website: <http://
www.nps.gov/bicy/>.
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Outing Leaders Wanted. Outing Leaders get involved, get active, meet new people, have fun, and attend their outings for 
free. (Assistant Leaders attend for half price.) If you are interested, contact Judy 

Dec 2, Sun. Everglades National Park Day Hike. 
Introductory hiking for beginners and a refresher for veterans. 
We will walk the Anhinga Boardwalk Trail and the Gumbo 
Limbo Trail, then drive to the Pinelands area, have a gourmet 
lunch and walk a trail there. Each trail is less than one mile 
long. We’ll see gators, birds, turtles, fish, insects and maybe a 
snake or two. Rated Easy. Limit 10. Cost: $20 members, $25 
non-members.  
Contact Leader Kaatje Bernabei 

 or Assistant Alan Nowell 
 (Miami Group)

Dec 9, Sat. South Dade Bike. Meet at Black Point 
Park in South Dade, bike 12 miles to Homestead Bayfront 
Park, swim, then bike back to Black Point for a Sierra lunch. 
Rated moderate to strenuous (24 miles). Limit 18. Cost: $15 
members, $20 non-members.
Contact Leader Jim Gross 

 (Miami Group) 

December 17, Sun. Day Hike in the Savannas State 
Park east of Port St. Lucie.  5-7 miles, approx. 3 hours. 
FREE. Rated moderate. 
Contact Leader Charles Hunt 

 (Loxahatchee Group)

January 6, Sat. Hells Bay Canoe Orienteering. Enjoy 
a challenging day of orienteering with map and compass while 
canoeing through mangrove-lined channels and islands in 
Everglades National Park. Rated strenuous depending upon 
wind/wave conditions. Limit 16. Cost: $35 members, $40 
non-members. 
Contact Leader Jim Gross 

 (Miami Group) 

January 13, Sat. Everglades National Park Day 
Hike. See Dec. 2nd listing above. 
Contact Leader Kaatje Bernabei 3

 or Assistant Alan Nowell 3
 (Miami Group)

January 13 -15, Sat -Mon. Myakka Backpacking. 
Hiking in Florida’s largest state park, six to nine miles per day 
for three days. Abundant wildlife and nicely marked trails. 
Rated strenuous. Limit 8.  Cost:  $35 members, $40 non-
members. 
Contact Leader Dan Cruse 3  or Assistant  Pat 
Lopez 3  (Miami Group)

To preserve a place, you must believe in it. To believe in it, you must see it.Local Sierra Group Outings

We would like to invite you to come on one of our fine educational outings! If you have any questions about an outing, you can check with the certified 
Broward Sierra Outing Leader in charge of the outing. Some of the outings need no experience; others require some level of proficiency. All participants 
in Sierra Club outings are required to sign a standard liability waiver. If you would like to read the Liability Waiver before you choose to participate in 
an outing, contact the leader of the outing.
For Broward Group outings, make your check payable to: Broward Sierra Outings. Include the name and date of the trip on your check. Also include 
your name, phone number, email and street address. Mail checks to: Judy Kuchta c/o Jackie Fisher,  For 
other group outings, contact the outing leader for payment information.

You may call the Sierra Hotline for updates at 954-567-2841  
Look for updated information on our website: <http://florida.sierraclub.org/broward>

January 20, Sat. Outing Leader Workshop. 
One day workshop for leaders and potential new 
leaders. Sharpen and learn new skills for running 
outings.  Lunch included both days. Limit 15. Cost: 
$15 members only.
Contact Leader Jim Gross 3  

 or Assistant Lee Jacobs 
 (Miami Group)

January 20-21, Sat-Sun. Florida Trail/Big 
Cypress Preserve Backpack. Backpack carrying all 
your gear, food, water, and tent on the at times rugged 
Florida Trail, wet or dry, north of the Tamiami Trail 
amidst cypress, pine and prairie. Listen at night for 
owls, panthers, bobcats, feral pigs, deer and the soulful 
whippoorwill. Rated strenuous. Limit 6. Cost: $20 
members, $25 non-members. 
Contact Leader Kaatje Bernabei  

 or Assistant 
Alan Nowell 

 (Miami Group) 

Jan 28, Sun. Jonathon Dickinson State Park 
Hike. This hike will be on a 7 mile loop that is part of 
the Florida Trail and the Sand Pine Scrub Nature trail. 
Rated moderate. Cost: $6 members, $8 non-members. 
Bring your own lunch. 
Contact Leader Ron Reese  or Assistant 
Judy Kuchta  
(Broward Group)

February 3, Sat. Shark Valley Moonlight Bike 
(byo bike). Contact Leader Judy Kuchta 3  

 (Broward Group)

Feb 10, Sat. East River Day Canoe Fundraiser.  
Paddle approximately 8 - 10 miles, while exploring 
several mangrove tunnels and small ‘lakes’, south 
of Tamiami Trail, just West of Route 29. Learn what 
inhabits this unique ecosystem. Check out pictures 
from a previous trip, on the Broward Sierra Website, 
under ‘Sierra Tales’. Paddles, life vests and canoes 
provided compliments of our host, John Judy of 
Florida Adventures. Bring your own lunch. Rated: 
Moderate to Strenuous. Cost: $25 member, $30 non-
members. 
Contact Leader Jackie Fisher 9  or 
Assistant Kip Fisher  (Broward Group)



Most people don’t know that Ansel 
Adams was a member of the Sierra 
Club for over 5 decades. He didn’t 
just photograph the wilderness. 
He fought for it. Shouldn’t your 
grandchildren have more than 
photos to remind them of the 
grandeur of our land? The Sierra 
Club is dedicated to protecting 
our wilderness for generations to 
come. Join us. You’ll be in good 
company.

Ansel Adams
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Enclose check and mail to: Sierra Club
P.O. Box 52968, Boulder, CO 80322-2968

F94Q 
W3302	 1

Membership Categories
	 Individual	 Joint	 Individual	 Joint

Introductory	  $25		  Life	  $1000	  $1250
Regular	  $39	  $47	 Senior	  $24	  $32
Supporting	  $75	  $100	 Student	  $24	  $32
Contributing	  $150	  $175	 Limited Income	  $24	  $32

Please support these fine 
businesses that help bring you 

the Broward Sierra News

Advertise in the Broward Sierra News

If you would like to place an ad, please contact Max Goldstein 

Join the Sierra Club 
and receive a 
FREE Sierra Club 
Weekender Bag! 
(While supplies last)

Name__________________________________________________________
Address________________________________________________________
City_ _______________________________ State_ _____ Zip______________
Phone (optional) (_____)___________________________________________
E-mail (optional) _________________________________________________
  Check enclosed, payable to Sierra Club    Mastercard    Visa    AmEx
Cardholder Name_ _______________________________________________
Card Number____________________________________Exp. Date ____/____
Contributions, gifts or dues to the Sierra Club are not tax deductible; they support our 
effective, citizen-based advocacy and lobbying efforts. Your dues include $7.50 for a 
subscription to Sierra magazine and $1.00 for your Chapter newsletter.

 Yes, I want to join the Sierra Club! I want to help safeguard our 
nation’s precious natural heritage and receive a free Sierra Club 
Weekender Bag. My payment is enclosed.

	  	 1 month	 3 months
Business card size ad (3-3/4” x 2”)	 $55	 $150
Double size ad (3-3/4” x 4”)	 $95	 $255
1/2 page ad (7-3/4” x 5”)	 $195	 $525

Placing an ad in the Broward Sierra 
News does more than reach thousands 
of local, environmentally sensitive 
readers. It also helps to offset the costs 
of printing and mailing the newsletter, 
making it possible to continue to alert you to 
issues of local importance and the actions 
you can take, as well as inform you of events, outings 
and meetings of the Broward Sierra Club group.

From The Editor
The environment was a big winner in this past election, and 
the Broward Sierra Club would like to thank all our friends and 
members for their work, and of course for getting out there 
and voting.
The Broward Sierra News will be on Winter vacation next 
month, so there will be no newsletter in January. Keep up 
with club news at our website <http://florida.sierraclub.org/
broward>. We will be back in February. 
Everyone have a wonderful holiday season, and may the 
coming year bring peace.

groups that spoke in opposition included Sierra Club, National 
Parks Conservation Association, Broward Audubon Society, 
Clean Water Action, Surfrider Foundation, Everglades Law 
Center and a host of individuals. 

The opposition seemed to catch state officials by surprise. DEP 
and SFWMD officials backed off on bringing the matter to a vote 
and the Broward Technical Advisory Committee voted to table the 
measure indefinitely. 

The victory was nothing short of a stunning display of how a united 
local environmental community can quickly mobilize to hold the 
line on water quality in the face of intense state pressure. In the 
meantime, Broward County must begin the process of creating 
more water reuse in an environmentally sustainable way for its 
growing population. We can all be proud that the environmental 
community drew a line in the sand on maintaining Broward’s 
higher water quality standards – and won. 

Water Quality, continued from page 1


