Oil Field Operations and Health Issues

· Residents living in a New Mexico community built on top of a former oilfield with nearby operating wells saw a high occurrence of:

· Emphysema

· Thyroid disorders

· Tumors

· Birth Defects

· Symptoms of heath effects associate with oil and gas production include:
· nausea

· numbness

· swelling

· skin irritation

· breathing difficulty 

· headaches

· The Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act does not apply to oil and gas companies; therefore, those companies can withhold information about how oil and gas operations affect the environment and human health.

· Graduates of Beverly Hills High School, a school built on top of capped oil wells, had increased incidences of 

· Thyroid cancer

· Hodgkin’s disease

· Testicular Cancer

· Oil and gas operators in Beverly Hills illegally vented waste gas in the community.  The Air Quality Management District inspector suspected a leak in a gas line.

· Many oil companies use potentially hazardous chemicals to split layers of rock in order to reach the oil underground.

· Pollution from construction:
· will affect water quality of Rio Hondo

· will generate dust that may exacerbate asthma of downwind residents

· Waste water and steam pumped into wells to increase oil extraction can contaminate surface and groundwater, especially in highly fissured areas.

· Drilling new wells and other oil field operations can make migration and leakage of methane more likely.  Methane can also be easily leaked through abandoned wells - In rare instances this can cause an explosion such as the 1985 explosion in the Fairfax district of Los Angeles.

· The benefits of open space can include:
· reduced attention-deficit disorder symptoms among children

· reduced stress levels

· decreased instances of mortality related to circulatory problems

· longer life span
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