
An	  open	  to	  letter	  to	  the	  Wisconsin	  Legislature	  from	  state,	  regional,	  and	  
national	  environmental	  and	  conservation	  organizations	  urging	  

preservation	  of	  Wisconsin’s	  Mining	  Moratorium	  law.	  
	  
                              April	  13,	  2017	  
Dear	  Wisconsin	  Legislator,  
	  	  
We	  are	  respectfully	  writing	  to	  you	  about	  the	  proposed	  repeal	  of	  Wisconsin’s	  
common	  sense	  Mining	  Moratorium	  Law.	  	  We,	  the	  undersigned,	  urge	  you	  to	  
vote	  against	  any	  legislation	  to	  repeal	  this	  common	  sense,	  “Prove	  It	  First”	  law	  
that	  helps	  protect	  Wisconsin’s	  precious	  natural	  resources	  from	  unsafe	  
metallic	  sulfide	  mining.	  
	  	  
Metallic	  mining	  proposals,	  whether	  for	  iron,	  base	  or	  precious	  metals,	  are	  the	  
largest	  and	  most	  complex	  and	  destructive	  land	  uses	  considered	  for	  the	  state.	  
The	  impacts	  from	  mining	  and	  mine	  wastes	  require	  strict	  and	  careful	  
monitoring	  and	  management	  to	  limit	  environmental	  damage	  and	  negative	  
economic	  impacts	  to	  local	  communities	  and	  the	  state.	  
	  	  	  
Wisconsin’s	  Mining	  Moratorium	  Law	  should	  be	  retained.	  It	  was	  passed	  by	  
overwhelming	  majorities	  in	  both	  the	  Assembly	  and	  Senate	  and	  signed	  into	  law	  
by	  Governor	  Thompson.	  	  The	  law	  requires	  that	  the	  industry	  provide	  examples	  
of	  metallic	  sulfide	  mines	  that	  have	  been	  operated	  and	  closed	  without	  polluting	  
the	  environment.	  The	  industry	  could	  not	  document	  such	  an	  example	  prior	  to	  
the	  passage	  of	  the	  bill	  in	  1998	  and	  they	  have	  not	  been	  able	  to	  do	  so	  since.	  
Wisconsin	  citizens	  should	  not	  be	  the	  test	  subjects	  for	  unproven	  mining	  
technologies.	  
	  	  
The	  fact	  that	  the	  law	  is	  a	  moratorium	  in	  name	  only	  is	  well	  understood	  by	  
regulators	  and	  the	  public.	  	  It	  is	  simply	  a	  permit	  condition	  that	  must	  be	  met	  
before	  final	  permits	  are	  granted.	  	  	  Note	  that	  the	  law	  is	  already	  a	  compromise	  
due	  to	  the	  DNR’s	  determination	  that	  two	  different	  mines	  could	  meet	  each	  10-‐‑
year	  requirement	  for	  operations	  and	  closure	  without	  causing	  pollution.	  	  	  
	  
Recent	  claims	  that	  the	  Flambeau	  mine	  in	  Ladysmith	  is	  proof	  of	  a	  metallic	  
sulfide	  mine	  that	  has	  not	  caused	  pollution	  are	  false.	  U.S.	  District	  Judge	  Barbara	  
Crabb	  ruled	  that	  the	  Flambeau	  Mining	  Company	  violated	  the	  Clean	  Water	  Act	  
on	  numerous	  counts.	  	  We	  invite	  you	  to	  review	  the	  attached	  briefing	  paper	  
with	  important	  background	  about	  the	  law	  and	  pollution	  at	  the	  Ladysmith	  
mine	  for	  your	  consideration.	  	  	  	  
	  



Recent	  research	  is	  revealing	  new	  details	  about	  water	  contamination	  from	  the	  
Flambeau	  mine.	  	  Robert	  E.	  Moran,	  Ph.D.	  -‐‑	  a	  Geochemist	  and	  Hydrogeologist	  
with	  45	  years	  of	  domestic	  and	  international	  experience	  with	  mining	  and	  
water	  quality	  issues	  in	  both	  the	  public	  and	  private	  sectors	  -‐‑	  has	  reviewed	  the	  
development	  of	  the	  mine	  including	  permitting	  efforts,	  the	  short	  operating	  
period	  and	  years	  of	  monitoring.	  	  	  A	  summary	  of	  Dr.	  Moran’s	  research	  about	  
ongoing	  and	  long-‐‑term	  contamination	  at	  the	  Flambeau	  mine	  site	  can	  be	  found	  
at:	  	  www.sierraclub.org/wisconsin/issues/mining	  	  
	  
There	  is	  nothing	  in	  the	  law	  to	  stop	  a	  company	  from	  applying	  for	  permits	  today	  
unless	  the	  industry	  is	  unable	  or	  unwilling	  to	  demonstrate	  an	  example	  mine.	  	  In	  
fact,	  a	  recent	  survey	  of	  metallic	  sulfide	  regulation	  in	  the	  Great	  Lakes	  region	  by	  
the	  National	  Wildlife	  Federation	  described	  Wisconsin’s	  Mining	  Moratorium	  as	  
an	  exemplary	  law.	  
	  	  
We,	  the	  undersigned	  representatives	  for	  our	  organizations,	  respectfully	  call	  
upon	  you	  to	  preserve	  and	  protect	  the	  Mining	  Moratorium	  Law	  to	  guard	  our	  
natural	  resources	  and	  our	  right	  to	  live	  in	  a	  clean,	  healthy	  environment.	  	  	  
	  	  
With	  our	  sincere	  appreciation,	  
	  
Alliance	  for	  the	  Great	  Lakes 
Todd	  Brennan,	  Watershed	  Project	  
Manager 
Chicago,	  IL 
 
Anishinaabe	  Niijii/Protect	  The	  Earth 
Sandy	  Lyon,	  Director 
Springbrook,	  WI 
 
Center	  for	  Biological	  Diversity 
Marc	  Fink,	  Public	  Lands	  Forest	  
Director 
Duluth,	  MN 
 
Citizens	  For	  Safe	  Water	  Around	  Badger	  
(CSWAB) 
Laura	  Olah,	  Executive	  Director 
Merrimac,	  WI 
 
	  
	  

	  
Clean	  Water	  Action	  Network	  of	  
Northeast	  Wisconsin 
Dean	  Hoegger,	  President 
Green	  Bay,	  WI 
 
Clean	  Wisconsin 
Mark	  Redsten,	  Executive	  Director 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Crawford	  Stewardship	  Project 
Forest	  Jahnke,	  Coordinator 
Gays	  Mills,	  WI 
 
Deer	  Tail	  Press,	  LLC 
Laura	  Gauger,	  President 
Duluth,	  MN 
 
Door	  County	  Environmental	  Council 
Leslie	  Boden,	  Executive	  Director 
Fish	  Creek,	  WI 
 



	  
	  
Freshwater	  Future 
Jill	  Ryan,	  Executive	  Director 
Petoskey,	  MI 
 
Friends	  of	  the	  Cloquet	  Valley	  State	  
Forest 
Kristin	  Larsen,	  Executive	  Director 
Duluth,	  MN 
 
Friends	  of	  the	  Land	  of	  Keweenaw 
Linda	  Rulison,	  President 
Houghton,	  Michigan 
 
Front	  40 
Ron	  Henriksen 
Stephenson,	  MI 
 
Green	  Delaware 
Alan	  Muller,	  Executive	  Director 
Port	  Penn,	  DE 
 
Headwaters	  Group	  of	  Northern	  
Thunder 
Tom	  Wilson,	  Mining	  Sub-‐‑Committee	  
Chair 
Eau	  Claire,	  WI 
 
League	  of	  Women	  Voters	  of	  Wisconsin 
Andrea	  Kaminski,	  Executive	  Director 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Madison	  Action	  for	  Mining	  Alternatives 
Carl	  Sack,	  Organizer 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Madison	  Arcatao	  Sister	  City	  Project 
Barb	  Alvarado,	  Co-‐‑President 
Madison,	  WI 
	  
Midwest	  Coalition	  Against	  Lethal	  
Mining 
Steve	  Watrous 
Milwaukee,	  WI 
 

	  
	  
Midwest	  Environmental	  Advocates 
Kimberlee	  Wright,	  Executive	  Director 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Mining	  Impact	  Coalition	  of	  Wisconsin 
Frank	  Koehn,	  President 
Ashland,	  WI 
 
Natural	  Resources	  Defense	  Council	  
(NRDC) 
Meleah	  Geertsma,	  Senior	  Attorney 
Chicago,	  IL	  
	  
Northern	  Thunder	  
Kate	  Hale	  
Eau	  Claire,	  WI 
 
One	  Wisconsin	  Now 
Scot	  Ross,	  Executive	  Director 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Oneida	  County	  Clean	  Waters	  Action 
Karl	  Fate,	  Sarah	  Juon 
Rhinelander,	  WI 
 
Penokee	  Hills	  Education	  Project 
Pete	  Rasmussen,	  Vice	  President 
Marengo,	  WI	  
	  
People	  Empowered	  to	  Protect	  the	  Land	  
(PEPL)	  	  
Elaine	  Swanson	  
Rosendale,	  WI	  
	  
Physicians	  for	  Social	  Responsibility	  
Wisconsin 
Maha	  Ezalarab,	  MPH,	  Executive	  
Director 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Red	  Circle	  Consulting	  and	  Waub	  
Ajijiaak	  Press 
Cecilia	  LaPointe 
Manistee,	  MI 



 
River	  Alliance	  of	  Wisconsin 
Raj	  Shukla,	  Executive	  Director 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Save	  Our	  Sky	  Blue	  Waters 
Elanne	  Palcich,	  Director 
Duluth,	  MN 
 
Sierra	  Club	  -‐‑	  Chippewa	  Valley	  Group 
Caryn	  Treiber,	  Chair 
Eau	  Claire,	  WI 
	  
Sierra	  Club-‐‑	  Coulee	  Region	  Group 
Patrick	  Wilson,	  Chair 
La	  Crosse,	  WI 
 
Sierra	  Club	  -‐‑	  Four	  Lakes	  Group 
Dave	  Blouin,	  Chair 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Sierra	  Club-‐‑Fox	  Valley	  Group 
Al	  Lawrence,	  Chair 
Appleton,	  WI 
 
Sierra	  Club-‐‑Great	  Waters	  Group 
Dianne	  Dagelen,	  Chair 
Milwaukee,	  WI 
 
Sierra	  Club	  -‐‑	  John	  Muir	  Chapter	  
(Wisconsin) 
Bill	  Davis.,	  Chapter	  Director 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Sierra	  Club-‐‑North	  Star	  (Minnesota)	  
Chapter 
Lori	  Andresen,	  Mining	  Chair 
Mathews	  Hollinshead,	  Conservation	  
Chair 
Minneapolis,	  MN 
 
Sierra	  Club-‐‑Southeast	  Gateway	  Group 
Tom	  Rutkowski,	  Chair 
Racine,	  WI 

 
Sierra	  Student	  Coalition	  -‐‑	  UW	  Madison 
Elizabeth	  Cameron,	  President 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Trout	  Unlimited-‐‑Wisconsin	  State	  
Council 
Linn	  Beck,	  Chair,	  Oskosh,	  WI 
 
Wisconsin	  Environment 
Megan	  Severson,	  State	  Advocate 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Wisconsin	  Environmental	  Health	  
Network, 
Ann	  Behrmann,	  MD,	  Madison,	  WI 
 
Wisconsin	  Friends	  Action	  Network	  
(Quakers) 
Vicki	  Berenson,	  Coordinator 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Wisconsin	  League	  of	  Conservation	  
Voters 
Kerry	  Schumann,	  Executive	  Director 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Wisconsin	  Network	  for	  Peace	  and	  
Justice 
Dace	  Zeps,	  Administrator 
Madison,	  WI 
 
Wisconsin	  Resources	  Protection	  
Council 
Al	  Gedicks,	  Executive	  Secretary 
Tomahawk,	  WI 
 
Yellow	  Dog	  Watershed	  Preserve	  
Chauncey	  Moran,	  Chairman	  
Marquette,	  MI	  
	  
	  

 
	  
	  


