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Chatter from the Chair 
Hello my fellow River Prairie Group members, 

 
What a Summer and Fall roller coaster we have 
all been on!  With more endorsements than any 
of the other 14 groups in Illinois (except Chicago 
group), Linda Sullivan rocked our political 
involvement out of the park. We walked for 
numerous weekends and multiple candidates, 
and then she joined other members to head to 
Wisconsin and work federally there. Read about 
our success stories in Linda’s article in this 
newsletter, and many thanks for her leadership 
on one of the most important aspects of Sierra 
Club, that of promoting environmentally friendly 
policies through our endorsed officials. More 
info... 
   

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db456f6749e6a2032773f03fda06d0723ff42dfece9b1584dbddbac6638d6569424ffe2406d89eed51c073bd4261b1653361
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db456f6749e6a2032773f03fda06d0723ff42dfece9b1584dbddbac6638d6569424ffe2406d89eed51c073bd4261b1653361
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db451772c41b79b802cf491468c049face94ee00dcd7c74b9ec42f61e792852616ec97cb51266ab4ac1275cf416bee3ed06e


   

Environmentalists win big in 

DuPage County and IL 
By Linda Sullivan 
 
Bucking a national trend that put climate-
change deniers and people openly hostile 
to environmental protection in charge at 
many levels, voters in Illinois elected a 
slate of Sierra Club-endorsed 
environmental champions, both to 
Congress and to the Illinois General 
Assembly and DuPage Forest Preserve 
Commission. We have reason for optimism 
that in Illinois, at least, there is much that 
will be accomplished to protect our 
environment. 

 
Sierra Club members worked hard to elect 
these champions, first going through the 
often- laborious process of endorsing 
them, then helping elect them, mainly 
knocking doors and some phone 
banking. Full story... 

  
   

   

Naperville should say No 

to early IMEA contract 

renewal 
By Marc Willensky 
 
Many River Prairie Group Sierra Club 
members are aware that IMEA (Illinois 
Municipal Electric Agency) wants their 
municipal customers, which includes 
Naperville, to renew their energy 
contracts early. This has been getting a 
lot of attention at the Naperville City 
Council, and local organizations, 
including ours, have spoken out against 
the renewal. The IMEA is one of nine 
partners that own and operate the 
Prairie State Energy Campus (PSEC), 
which is a coal mine/coal-fired power 
plant in Washington County, Illinois, 
and is the largest carbon dioxide 
polluter in our state. It's estimated that 
the soot pollution is responsible for 76 
premature deaths in Illinois each 
year.  Full story... 
   

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db45aaf1f42aea65c351f0f8c99cf1bd84ffebd286d69769b154583bf39eab584c6583df113fa194e5b7a4da143b9b7e77b8
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db45e7db036f60f31ff8d581c161a5f0642d98fbd2ccfafefcbd0c8ae3d3e6829bc06e1732d2a869c5363bf8cc60270bbb73


   

Solar getaway 
weekend 

 
By Jan Bradford 
 
It used to be that a farmer raised 
corn to feed his animals and a garden 
to feed his family. But let us see how 
the future looks on my Solar trip 
getaway in Rochelle. See more... 

 

  
 

  

   

New Year's Day hike at 
Indiana Dunes 

By Bob Brubaker 

 
It is getting close to that time of year again, the 
annual New Year’s Day hike at the Indiana Dunes 
with the Outings Leaders of the River Prairie 
Group! 

 
We hope you will consider joining us for this 
year’s New Year’s Day hike at the Indiana Dunes. 
Feel the "cool" breeze on your face, breathe in 
the clean air, listen to the birds singing. Just enjoy 
being outside. More details... 
   

   

Establishing fish passage on 
West Branch DuPage River 

By Stephen McCracken 
 
Dam removal can be an effective technique 
to restore life and function to river systems, 
but it’s not always an option. Such is the 
case for the Fawell Dam, on the West 
Branch of the DuPage River, McDowell 
Grove Forest Preserve in northern 
Naperville.    

 
Mapping of West Branch fish species by the 
DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup 
(DRSCW) found that 12 species dropped 
out of the fish community in the 26 miles of 
mainstem river upstream of the dam.  Full 
story... 
   

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db45ae3019a60a24d2a80e8566e449e6650318f5d0d1be7c521b494237b0c1699e8367b02785d622d83846a721915cd0ce4c
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db458330f021a3b59442d863151800769113571150cffdf4fe0fb606fcdcd40be84fc34e0cccbd34acdc827696e8703b4b1b
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db452612eac992bdcd1039aec8bba7a6f50303d902aaa048804efff59b86424171af0153b6250c2af28f78c4fbbe3e0e5cca
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db452612eac992bdcd1039aec8bba7a6f50303d902aaa048804efff59b86424171af0153b6250c2af28f78c4fbbe3e0e5cca


   

DuPage Monarch 
Project recognizes five 
environmental 
champions 
By Lonnie Morris 
 
Bumblebees and butterflies are in 
trouble. They’re declining in part because 
there are fewer places where they can 
find food and shelter. There is widespread 
concern about what this will mean for the 
health of local ecosystems and crops like 
tomatoes that rely on native bees for 
pollination. The members of the DuPage 
Monarch Project are stepping up to 
protect the pollinators we all depend on. 

 
This year DuPage Monarch Project 
recognized five pollinator conservation 
champions for their outstanding 
contributions to making DuPage County a 
safe haven for bees and butterflies. 
Full story... 

  
   

   

 

  

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db4583cd6735d777f526524a8e134e3117eba6dce3b44cc4ece436cbd3b43fba9f27db799fef4ae5810aaf7bb9cf0b75b609


 

   

Recap: 
Programs held 

about 
environmental 

health and 
Illinois bats 

On October 16th, Dr. Jean 
Marie Kauth gave an 
engaging presentation on 
environmental health with a 
focus on chemicals that 
affect our wellbeing. A 
professor at Benedictine 
University, she has authored 
numerous books 
including Environmental 
Legacies of the Copernican 
Universe.  
   

About Illinois bat conservation program  

   

 

  

Last word 

"We will never be truly healthy, satisfied, or fulfilled if we live apart and alienated from the 

environment from which we evolved." 

 

- Stephen Kellert 
 

 

  

  

Enjoy the outdoors by joining our upcoming 
local outings! Sign up here. 

 

 

Facebook  

   

Follow us on Facebook for news, events and 
updates on the work we do to keep our 

communities green! 
   

Donate to Sierra Club Illinois Today!  

  

       

 

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db454bd9ff796e8d384bc1b5d89bb58f566a28dd09a8d6dcc6719fdd9e9613dd98976eef92f8456b9a8dc5d0223eeb73aea9
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db454bd9ff796e8d384bc1b5d89bb58f566a28dd09a8d6dcc6719fdd9e9613dd98976eef92f8456b9a8dc5d0223eeb73aea9
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db454bd9ff796e8d384bc1b5d89bb58f566a28dd09a8d6dcc6719fdd9e9613dd98976eef92f8456b9a8dc5d0223eeb73aea9
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db450979dbbca845e1ba40bd3fc4b6f4e9304100637898073ae3bdff469735bf3c57af3ea1897e799bc86846507b49792934
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db45fe610eadec5d60f3bd7821c9b8dd8e81db51bb16a97f5d3ad1f277753ac60c494780602b4b64ceb89c5fd526cc5e117b
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db45bd2444ca001a74f472dae52260048ca48811d6d03068e8da343fdb33c9588f76212f0a3ab43fa9d1086c36267017c14e
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db455c60d0d1239a37b73b15d46318de476215edd8735fe4b2ac07938cc02c34bc20ecd3ee509f6fea1ad6835dcd65238ab9
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=e1d8a8941462db45bd2444ca001a74f472dae52260048ca48811d6d03068e8da343fdb33c9588f76212f0a3ab43fa9d1086c36267017c14e

