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Chatter From 
the Chair 
One of my favorite things 

to do is represent the River 

Prairie Group in DuPage in 

a variety of settings and 

organizations. This Fall I 

was able to recognize three 

recipients of the DuPage 

Monarch Project with their 

2023 awards. Read the 

article here by Lonnie 

Morris for details on the 

amazing work being done 

for the benefit of pollinator 

species of all sorts. And 

speaking of DuPage 

Monarch Project, Lonnie 

has made arrangements 

for our February program, 

which will feature an 

amazing film by naturalist 

Emily Stone on “Why 

Butterflies Need 

Volcanoes: A Foray into the 

Ecology of Overwintering 

Monarchs in Mexico.” 
More... 
   

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda0772f23ee2ee401127e4d15d32adcd3f14ca9d0f677ae999be0750d5487deb01f54df315366a586001558e9981ca36e5435f
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda077281d48b9d5d15085951bc0665cd1ec2acc3e07f66719f6ced2fa0a0bbd7489e134824adb3400bec3aa6dd4e147ef41e62


   

Dams are Never 
Good for Rivers 
In 2004, the Illinois 

Environmental Protection 

Agency (IEPA) finalized and 

published its report on whether 

the three rivers in DuPage 

County were meeting the goals 

of the Clean Water Act (CWA). 

One of those reports was titled 

“Total Maximum Daily Loads for 

Salt Creek, Illinois” (TMDL). To 

anyone paying attention to this 

report, it was not a surprise 

that it (and two other reports 

on the East and West Branches 

of the DuPage River) declared 

that Salt Creek was not meeting 

the goals of the CWA.  More... 
   

   

Environmental 

and Justice 

Update for 

DuPage County 
The Forest Preserve District 

of DuPage, Village of Glen 

Ellyn, and Midwest 

SOARRING (Save Our 

Ancestors Remains and 

Resources Indigenous 

Network Group) have signed 

an agreement for the long-

abandoned McKee House in 

the East Branch Forest 

Preserve in Glen Ellyn to be 

a Native American Cultural 

Arts and Nature 

Center. More... 
   

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda077247d26250660db06232d8f56adcdf0097270cc82d7d564fa5cb1fbca5141b8ca9da44c21a8b5e392a76ae5a01b9d82935
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda077234516a1649938bdf9298ccdfa11bb6d010380eb65dc60db709f1b05b5477282bffd0ffd0a7de1d59478edce7581946ab


   

Why 
Butterflies 
Need 
Volcanoes 
Join the friends of the 
DuPage Monarch Project 
for a virtual program on 
February 28 at 7:00 pm. 
This will feature a one-
hour presentation from 
naturalist Emily 
Stone.  Emily traveled to 
Michoacán, Mexico, in 
December 2022 to visit 
the sanctuaries where 
monarch butterflies 
overwinter. More... 
   

   

Recognizing 
Outstanding 

Contributions to 
Pollinator 

Conservation 
DuPage Monarch Project is 

pleased to announce that 

DuPage County, Fermilab 

Natural Areas, and Darien 

Garden Club have been 

recognized for their 

outstanding contributions to 

pollinator 

conservation. More... 
   

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda077298a099fcb58e9d940c3d10e31726e6e3898b7e830ae714c6028ac97670a64b32bb41d203f2fa9bddc3152178a2e0eda0
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda0772c0e12823217d924da9b181b1bc8af2ae5fa6b142fa58b3dcfed80d7b0428ca3f2245607c3ab2073619499fef81988ff8


   

Reducing Our 

Reliance on 

Plastics to Save 

the Planet 
On October 25 at our 

program meeting, Anu 

Vermu presented an 

interesting look at the 

history of plastic use and 

the dilemma we now 

face. More... 
 

  

   

River 
Prairie 
Group 
OUTINGS 
Committee 
Outings! The 

cornerstone of the 

Sierra Club from its 

inception. Getting 

folks outside to 

experience nature in 

hopes that they will 

be: 

 

• Refreshed and 

invigorated to have a 

life more connected 

to the natural world. 

 

• More inclined to 

want to protect these 

wild spaces for others 

to enjoy. 

More... 
   

 

 

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda0772014d39af2a2d213b07f7212dd21e942f85a235a7cb46e7b6273546f1a03ad3b8f29446cb31e69b855d31bd36e488d411
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda07724ba72c9e4f241bd894c01c7f1080cda9f6db85c2b00a6a0b0837a3b39ba4c85b1f74fcf8df79f6cfb8eeffaef0bb5baa


 

Upcoming Programs 
January - The Restoration of Salt Creek, a Deep Dive with the Experts from the DuPage River Salt 
Creek Workgroup. In person at Glen Ellyn History Center. Register for details and updates. 
 
February - Why Butterflies Need Volcanoes, a presentation by naturalist Emily Stone. This virtual 
program offered by the DuPage Monarch Project. Register for Zoom link. 

 

  
 

 

Last Word 
“I know of no restorative of heart, body, and soul more effective against hopelessness than the 
restoration of the Earth.” 
— Barry López 

  
   

  

Enjoy the outdoors by joining our upcoming 
local outings! Sign up here. 

 

 

Facebook  

   

Follow us on Facebook for news, events and 
updates on the work we do to keep our 

communities green! 
   

Donate to Sierra Club Illinois Today!  

  

       

 

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda0772ae208a01cff5a3a899c39a1793458b55c47649592a602602f1acc3a0d101558db57fff4176dd2cba5ba5b031e9d33f54
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda077271097d6d7e0ddddeee616f02bffa09847faae6f4e01e4165a74cf979ca7d13024032552b952ed50cf41dee2f216e63d8
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda0772a7bfff90f541e061924d4427c4ee0014929fd3475a0a68b67b0e271ab7eebc1c30b6de2823afd086d62560b0746e8ce4
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda0772953141447e9e02b12f143011c066e11ad076205311ec731e39fd8a15724452d7f35460f3e82ae454d5066f525034ffcc
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda07728b7f98a3aefead4fbf2c3b19e93944bc7cc0440d6a2e57ac53fa929f52fe33dc7861e36ca7214ac6c55b3a76ecac72e1
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=19c1b0190cda0772953141447e9e02b12f143011c066e11ad076205311ec731e39fd8a15724452d7f35460f3e82ae454d5066f525034ffcc

