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Chatter From the 
Chair 
Hello to my friends from the River Prairie 
Group. Tabling season is in full swing with 
members of RPG leadership sharing 
information on the Sierra Club, DuPage 
Monarch Project, Plastic Reduction, and 
Clean Energy at many events. We are 
collecting names at tabling events to share 
the newsletter hoping to engage new 
members. I welcome you to email this 
newsletter to share with friends to 
welcome them to join our activities. Full 
story... 
   

   

   

Not Just Plastics 
Recycling - Plastics 
Reduction! 
By Connie Schmidt and Wendy Vernon 
 
Wendy Vernon is adding a new area of action to 
the work of the River Prairie Group of Sierra Club. 
She has created a website that is linked to our 

River Prairie Group page here.  Just scroll down to 
see “Plastics Reduction” and click. Below is an 
excerpt from her front page, but please explore, as 
there is much more on the site. If you are 
interested in working on this issue or for more 
information, you can reach her 
at wvecoactionhub@gmail.com. 
Full story... 
   

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d298c6a30caf6c184114e6147613ab59409c89878f5a5e09a3976ca59fcf6c94ed0f29779b675c72311d24a14c4ce40b417
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d298c6a30caf6c184114e6147613ab59409c89878f5a5e09a3976ca59fcf6c94ed0f29779b675c72311d24a14c4ce40b417
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d29a9b67155722d44fb84a45a492a5275cbdfc75e5ef8618f2fccd4c69f1143715dcf865a70912bb111d053bce7fd587b8d
mailto:wvecoactionhub@gmail.com
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d290b885c8d04266246511b432551149dceb5b297724a983efec2c837cf5162da9c8d5910e84513d53ee449d6daf30d117c
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d290840f44ed83111e41b1c90f8cdeb431b120cdf81fd75a807d5afa81dad3455355717cc429fc87b3d5d308c71245a2501


   

Eclipse Experience 
By Bob Barbieri 

 
I’ve seen several partial solar eclipses 
over the years and have always found 
them amazing, but never had I had 
the opportunity to experience a total 
eclipse of the sun… a totality! 
Everyone who has seen one has said 
that it is awe-inspiring. I missed the 
total eclipse that came through 
Southern Illinois in 2017 and decided 
that I wasn’t going to miss this one, 
too. 
Full story... 
   

   

Transition to Electric 
School Buses in 
DuPage 
By Janice F. Guider 
 
Reflecting on the Clean School Bus journey 
we embarked on nearly a year ago, it's 
heartening to see the progress made for a 
healthier environment for our students and 
community. The initial disconnect highlighted 
the need for educators to recognize the 
importance of clean, healthy air in education. 
While there is no one-size-fits-all solution to 
creating a conducive learning environment, it's 
becoming increasingly clear that 
environmental scientists play a crucial role in 
enlightening educators, physicians, and 
policymakers about the link between many 
adult-onset and chronic illnesses and early 
childhood exposures or experiences. This 
underscores the importance of our role in 
advocacy efforts. Full story... 
  
   

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d2966d8189c4e6a6a36cf48e5505895c1937a8ca289de7eb9ad6b66809f485acbfaebd2d94d387b8fc6be9869d01d194d15
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d29ac5072d89bfd01a806adfd891022049acabe486b2b162d0766f8a1d57df510b7e164a08732dbe0b4d84745e9da7d0c17


   

Trees Are Extraordinary 
By Lonnie Morris, Volunteer Coordinator of the 
DuPage Monarch Project 
 
Trees have long been revered for the many 
benefits they give us. They also continue to 
surprise us as we learn more about them. Recent 
research has revealed the important contribution 
trees make to the survival of native bees in the 
early weeks of spring. The growing impact of the 
biodiversity crisis has set off an alarm calling for 
more attention and understanding of the 
complicated web of relationships sustaining life 
on Earth. 

 
Kelsay Shaw, botanist and owner of The 
Possibility Place, a native plant nursery in Monee, 
Illinois, will share his 25 years of experience 
growing native trees and observing the many 
bees and butterflies they support. 

 
Save the Date 
Meadows in the Sky for Bees and Butterflies 
Kelsay Shaw 
September 25, 7:00 pm 
800 N Main St, Glen Ellyn 

  
   

   

Illinois Lobby Issues for 
2024 
By Connie Schmidt and Linda Sullivan 
 
Please note this article reflects the status of bills 
at time of writing, but the legislative session is 
now over. 

 
DuPage legislators were impressive in the spring 
legislative session in the number of 
environmental bills important to the Sierra Club IL 
Chapter that they cosponsored or voted for. 

 
At the time of this writing, the season is not over, 
and some of our most important bills are still 
pending. Below is a rundown of what we have 
passed, what we still hope to pass, and the 
legislators that helped us. If you see that your 
state representative or state senator 
cosponsored one of our bills, you can help the 
cause by contacting them and thanking 
them.  Full story... 
   

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d29576fde04c87f1a5494080c90fcd92d87952dabc51de5da1f181b2fc482ee6f98de45d76afd9054ccc972879462b87de2


   

The World is Ours 
to Cherish 
By Connie Schmidt 
 
I am honored to serve as a Library 
Trustee on the board for my local 
public library. And as a result, I was 
invited to attend the Public Library 
Association conference in Columbus, 
Ohio, this spring. My world as a Sierra 
Club volunteer, educator, democracy 
defender, and grandmother all 
collided with the Big Ideas speaker on 
the last day of the conference when 
Mary Annaïse Heglar spoke. WOW!  
Full story... 

  
   

   

Renovation Ongoing at 
Mayslake 
By Connie Schmidt 
 
Many of you may know Mayslake from 
attending an outdoor Shakespeare 
performance on a warm summer evening. 
Others may know of Mayslake from the art fairs 
held in their lovely grand hall. Still others may 
have bought native plants over the last several 
years at the Native Plant Sale held at Mayslake.  

 
This article is written to let you know that much 
is going on at the former Peabody Estate, and 
the Forest Preserve District of DuPage is 
opening the doors wide to encourage you to 
come check out the improvements and note 
that more is in store for this beautiful building 
and the surrounding landscape. Full story... 
   

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d290f6fc862d7e3d1a9b9160b79189879486484dbc7ff8b2898c52336645fbe14346d555c57d5a15575f3968ef9f4596879
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d29e5b3ccc7fed4600b0f45c58d4c2024fe89e293759e070e3fb2442e708841c42d61e055b560f6df807e7b966e95b42b79


   

Springtime in Shawnee 
Nat'l Forest 
By Linda Sullivan 
 
The forest floor was a carpet of spring 
wildflowers. Snakes on Snake Road swam to the 
edge of ponds to stare at hikers who stared back 
in delight. The cypress swamps of the Cache River 
Basin were loud with the drone of insects and 
unfamiliar birds singing their ancient songs. 
Hikers who pulled out phones to use the latest 
app to identify them seemed out of place in an 
area where dinosaurs seemed just around the 
corner. The contrasting sunny hills and canyons 
were no less wild.  At night, those who ventured 
out were serenaded by frogs long extirpated from 
urban areas. Full story... 
 

  

   

Recap - Spring 
Programs 
By Connie Schmidt 
 
In March, we had a presentation 
from Adam Kreuzer on the 
consequences of outdoor light 
pollution and what we can do to 
preserve our natural night skies. His 
presentation focused on how light 
pollution adversely affects migrating 
birds, our other wildlife friends, and 
our personal health. In addition, we 
can save energy and money by using 
more efficient or less lighting. Adam 
is a delegate for DarkSky 
International and a founder of its 
Chicago Chapter, DarkSky Chicago. 
 
Full story, including Making Your 
Garden Come Alive program... 
   

Looking to get more involved? See our campaign 
flyer below. 
 

 

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d29f345aba3b08019fd196f9d059ada17a344195839679f71c5ebf021d77e6baaf976c6d89cdaf295211164d70ff23f171c
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d294c4d245bd481ac9b819ad37831169deb7e6b2100e94c15b6eb90830bdf25b8fd124ffb03191d1a774f9e038045a8849a
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d294c4d245bd481ac9b819ad37831169deb7e6b2100e94c15b6eb90830bdf25b8fd124ffb03191d1a774f9e038045a8849a


     



 

 

 

 

Last Word 
"Sentiment without action is the ruin of the 

soul." 

 

- Edward Abbey 

 

  
 

  

  

Enjoy the outdoors by joining our upcoming 
local outings! Sign up here. 

 

 

Facebook  

   

Follow us on Facebook for news, events and 
updates on the work we do to keep our 

communities green! 
   

Donate to Sierra Club Illinois Today!  

  

       

 

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d2973f67025b70262cc86462682a22adac34944121ea55d05674a48f5a7aac4e2e5211c7d7aa7f8af6e5fe6e73949c4caa9
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d29b1969a6e52588694529b9d23a73075398cd26c62bec0ae362aafe738f33924db528c90b7b6550b59c68d1b565995dcae
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d2946c85efe3fe54bc7563783f1170192a30700b91331f90db92d781669e948ca2961062f5963a7ab2e8ee9da9d4e355402
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=5dcd8d8eedd43d29b1969a6e52588694529b9d23a73075398cd26c62bec0ae362aafe738f33924db528c90b7b6550b59c68d1b565995dcae

