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Chatter from the Chair 
Summertime is ending. It sure has been one for the books! From this photo you can see a good 
part of what drives my activism in Sierra Club; my three grandchildren and a tiny bit of my hubby 
peaking on the side of the shot. (Yeah, we are not too good with the art of taking a selfie.) With 
evidence of climate change impacting us here in the Midwest through heat and drought, 
activism seems more important than ever. In this newsletter we will share some of the work 
that the River Prairie Group is doing here in DuPage to help mitigate this issue.  
 
Clean energy is an essential piece of cleaning the air we breathe. We need to switch to electric 
appliances, so we are not reliant on dirty gas infiltrating our homes. Read Jeff’s article on our 
upcoming September program with a presentation from CUB, The Citizen’s Utility Board, and 
how we can clean up our homes from fossil fuels. In addition, there is an article about members 
of our RPG leadership who are working to encourage our local school officials to adopt electric 
vehicles for their fleets. 
  

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abead8ab28d711369396d6eac339012d1a1a1d34f9550adc7ae9ec0954ab7f1ac33f5cf91c28a971fd18294a627fdea61a5
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abea569572bddff05d16064b372daa6a146fe6b4a16aadb98a5941e9ba5995241d60ab950f5503eceddac6af0b8c16cfeff
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abefe0575da59af09a5a0e71104eac01f4459c74dd8218548c963dc8c2196067986f8137225ac256ffd7c0d0fd304fed6d5


Habitat is drastically impacted by Climate Change as well.  Biodiversity and healthy native 
ecosystems are essential for species survival. Check out the article that encourages you to 
register your monarch-friendly habitat to be counted as part of the solution. We feature the 
Monarch as our colorful flagship and also realize that in saving it, we are supporting species such 
as native bees, birds, and the many plants that support them. This article shows how we here in 
DuPage can be counted with the statewide and national effort to help our neighborhood 
ecosystems. 
 

Lastly, please consider getting out to enjoy the wild spaces in our area. We present outings on 
our calendar, which you can find on the RPG website and below. One upcoming special one is 
featured in an article included here . Check out how you can take a “Hike with a Representative” 
and chat about concerns and hear about her work in Springfield. As you walk, paddle, or bike in 
nature, your spirit is revived. For me as I get out in nature, I gain strength to work more to 
protect the environment so my family members will also have the benefit of these beautiful 
experiences as they grow older. 
   

   

 

Is Now the Time to Electrify My Home? 
River Prairie Group program meeting 
Wednesday, September 27, 7:00 p.m. 

Glen Ellyn History Center 
800 N. Main Street, Glen Ellyn 

 

Join us as the Citizens Utility Board (CUB) explains our options, the latest federal and state 
financial incentives, and how to pursue the best strategy for reducing our carbon footprint 
and managing our utility expenses. We will also view an engaging video that makes a 
compelling argument for why electrification matters, and share our individual stories about 
this transition to a healthier lifestyle. This will be a great time to share ideas and strategies. 
Register here! 
  
   

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abeed508a97383730f28291893ef89ff80f840e25c6564780342febbb9eed574677f44da76b3b3a5a79696ed63f52b497d7
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abeca0999b97696622a47bae5f9648e1b137335dabb890f86abe90437d759f49af662dbfd7afc96fd02d7e09ee0045541fe
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abe58d7693b168480116efba040f57edfcfa97f331ec8bd8fcd5418ceb28d5c59fecebee805f0703039a881123138aa32e7
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abefe23f06b7838097f9023227ce51408cd5c979d08b1e4dfafc852cb10046cfa27a8bc1ce735912c02d449c1fd8fcc3a97


   

Clean Air for our School 
Children 

Electric School Buses in 
our Future! 

Janice Guider of the Executive Committee of 
the River Prairie Group has led the charge for 
advocacy of replacing our dirty aging diesel 
school bus fleets with modern clean electric 
buses. How is she doing this?  More... 
   

   

Healthy Habitats - Essential 

for Diversity 
Lonnie Morris, our vibrant volunteer 
coordinator of the DuPage Monarch Project, 
visited DuPage this summer to photograph 
some of the waystations established here in 
our communities. It was an amazing 
experience to watch her exclaim over the 
various species of native plants as she 
discovered them in the prairies and parks we 
visited. We found thriving areas and some 
that were being overtaken by encroaching 
nonnative species. One fact was obvious as 
we roamed the county, humans will have to 
lend a hand if these areas will be able to 
thrive and support vibrant communities of 
biodiversity. Weeds easily creep in, and the 
fragile systems become unbalanced with the 
native plants withering away. 
 
Find more about Monarch Waystations here. 
   

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abeda320cda4df011ddbde9f7c6464991b9075c65e439df37a0e3adcb6c9ea78934b94bed09cc18f356f0fd5d009072c9a8
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abefa2fd751c337f0a066aeec7372745ee6ae8424968cd2b566722ef8c8e4d1e2d47f081892904509e1191631b184ad1405


   

Friends of the Forest 
Preserves 

The Friends of the Forest Preserve District 
of DuPage County is a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit 
dedicated to providing ways for you to 
help care for our forest preserves. While 
the Forest Preserve District was created 
over 100 years ago, the Friends was 
incorporated as the District’s philanthropic 
partner in 2010. Many visitors who enjoy 
the preserves look for a way to give back 
by supporting various projects and 
initiatives. Perennial favorites for 
philanthropic support are care for the 
injured and orphaned native animals at 
Willowbrook Wildlife Center and forest 
preserve greatest needs, including habitat 
restoration, wildlife preservation, green 
energy development, and environmental 
sustainability. 
 

Read about West Chicago Prairie here. 
   

   

Take a Hike With  
a Rep on Sept. 17! 

Have you ever wanted to share your 
thoughts with your state representative? 
Do you like to stroll in nature and visit 
with other friendly souls? Would you like 
an expert naturalist to share tidbits about 
unique plants and trees along the trail? 
Consider joining the River Prairie Group of 
Sierra Club outing with Janet Yang Rohr, 
State Representative from District 
41.  More details and signup. 
  
   

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abe85c1ebf10ae00d8993d1cbfc31f1797e4d78e15a92838830daf0714a385e33da6c419dcb07c2f6b48e297a32148db63e
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abee00a0bb286b834662db43b563208dc97d7dda945c3d9b06d23f93ec9fc0c7d1ed3724e6ea749ae88e1af5c1d7510e758


   

Reducing Our Reliance 
on Plastics to save the 

Planet 
Join us October 25, 7:00 pm 

Glen Ellyn History Center 
800 N Main Street, Glen Ellyn 

Register here 

 

There are many issues facing our planet at 
this moment including climate change, 
threatened species and habitat, reliance on 
the finite resources of fossil fuels, and of 
course what do we do with our 
overburdened system of waste. Reducing our 
reliance on plastics is essential for our 
planet’s survival. Anu Verma from Naperville 
is certainly doing her share getting the 
message out. She has spoken at conferences 
in Europe, here in the US...  More... 
  
   

 

Our Packed Calendar of Events 
Calendar Summary 

 

We have a full slate of outings, programs and events planned for you. Our calendar lineup: 
 

Sept. 17, 1 pm – Hike along the west branch of the DuPage River in Naperville with Rep. 
Janet Yang-Rohr. Sign up here. 
 

Sept. 27, 7 pm – RPG program meeting. Topic “How to Electrify Your Home.” Sign up here. 
 

Oct 25, 7 pm – RPG program meeting. Topic: “Reducing Our Reliance on Plastic to Save the 
Planet” Sign up here. 
 

Other dates – Service outings at Glacial Ridge with our own DuPage Forest Preserve site 
steward Bruce Blake, plus a day hike at the Fort Sheridan Forest Preserve in Cook County. 
See our web page calendar. 
 

Join the Solar Tour – A number of Sierra Club members have solar homes open for public 
viewing. If you have solar panels, there is still some time to sign up for the Solar Tour and 
share your solar story! If not, take the Solar Tour and meet solar homeowners who would 
like to share their experiences. The Solar Tour is sponsored by the Illinois Solar Energy 
Association. Find details here. 
 

  

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abebb5e784389e071203da42b8c5c0852cc9d2d972c9128096d8cc6713f3729a15ad7def7816058b605f6f80747d31d07bd
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abe561ec84224b4c3a2443bab7cf3ffe60d2402d689d424f9eab5d1a69e392dee58ea74523c7e617311f50dc6d2ef1e5176
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abea5c043cdc141f28c4c35c88a6bce15b400c561b9001d8593ba330dbb63a340d9243a76ce14cb805654bdf8b65e76a98d
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abe8efda3cd3937fed20ad3fde444a798fe7f9c73961c7abb9fae570c54084e5a15b6194869eb97fe2b33f18698972a006a
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abebb5e784389e071203da42b8c5c0852cc9d2d972c9128096d8cc6713f3729a15ad7def7816058b605f6f80747d31d07bd
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abe0c2ed864f7a9333f7d76307a8f0b285988a1e9cc239039b0d4662643a6ad1baf3e52f1ab2af2d74eb11c77c8198b8d33


 

     

   

Final Word... 

The Garden 

By Margaret Nuccio 

 
Embrace Mother Earth and 
feel her heartbeat. 

 
Voluptuous mother 
your grass and flowers 
carpet my walk 
and lighten the heart. 
Your friendly trees 
shade the home 
and rain down 
bountiful fruit. 

 
How do I return 
the praise that I owe? 
I kneel at your feet 
and dirty my hands. 
I tend tiny buds 
and guide the unruly. 
I pass on your goodness 
to all who walk by. 

  
   

  

Enjoy the outdoors by joining our upcoming 
local outings! Sign up here. 

 

 

Facebook  

   

Follow us on Facebook for news, events and 
updates on the work we do to keep our 

communities green! 
   

Donate to Sierra Club Illinois Today!  

  

       

 

https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abe599df6ca50b23ee9df6ef5a2f924e32ccedc48725c81e609d1ce470e113d5540a25b1739764cf2e230decb325b8d41ab
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abe05577f3fa74152c29966f439e353a293584e4d724b533115da6f0ce198dbab8957fc1c002ae098ffba64606d3d0b5f3b
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abee964fc7347743a3bb6056087f4cf7e94f833924ad4343fc7444704402e9eec9b4184958a096140533288ef62530d298f
https://click.emails.sierraclub.org/?qs=b8b1fa3b19978abe05577f3fa74152c29966f439e353a293584e4d724b533115da6f0ce198dbab8957fc1c002ae098ffba64606d3d0b5f3b

