
Sacred Prehistoric Sites of 
the Fox River Valley



Increase Lapham
This tumulus is about eight feet high, and fifty feet in diameter. It is to be hoped that a monument so conspicuous, and so beautifully 
situated, may be for ever preserved as a memento of the past. It is a picturesque and striking object in passing along this fine lake, 
and may have been the cause of serious reflections and high resolves to many a passing savage. It is well calculated to affect not 
less the bosoms of more enlightened men. There is neither necessity nor excuse for its destruction; and we cannot but again 
express the hope that it will be preserved for the benefit of all who may pass along that celebrated stream.
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Springs



Springs -Blair’s Spring - Neenah

Spring



Springs -Telulah Park - Appleton Parks



Springs - Lawe Street Hill 
Appleton
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Springs - Powell Spring - Green Lake Conservancy

Spring



Earthworks & Mounds



Effigy Mounds - Where else on earth?



Earthworks & Mounds - Little Lake Butte des Morts



Earthworks & Mounds - High Cliff State Park



Increase Lapham
From Menasha we went in a sail-boat across the north end of Lake Winnebago, to examine and survey the mounds on the top of a high limestone cliff or ledge.

On the northwest quarter of section thirty-six is a small clearing on the bank of the lake, not far from the foot of the bluff; in which were traces of three long mounds; and in the 
adjacent forest are three small embankments, extending across a small ridge from the bank of the lake to a valley back of it. We had much difficulty in climbing the ledge, which has 
quite a formidable aspect, and is probably two hundred feet high above the water; the last forty or fifty being perpendicular, or nearly so. From the top commences an almost level 
plateau, extending towards the east; and here we were fully paid for our labor, by the magnificent view of the lake and surrounding country. Those who have examined the banks of 
the Niagara below the great falls, or the mountain ridge as is seen in western New York and Canada, will have a correct idea of this ledge of limestone; and being composed of a 
rock of the same geological age, the resemblance is not to be wondered at.



Earthworks & Mounds - Calumet County Park

P.V. Lawson



Earthworks & Mounds Doty Island - Smith Park



Earthworks & Mounds - Menasha - west of Jefferson Park



Petroforms - Manitou Stones



Petroforms - Manitou Stones



Petroforms - Stone Circles



Petroglyphs Observatory Hill State Natural Area - Marquette County
The highest point in Marquette County is 
Observatory Hill, an isolated outcropping 
of porphyritic rhyolite rising 300 feet 
above the surrounding landscape. The 
fine-grained rhyolite, an igneous rock 
embedded with feldspar crystals, is highly 
resistant to erosion and has been dated 
to 1.76 billion years ago. On the exposed 
rocks at the summit are polished rock 
surfaces with grooves, striations, and 
chatter marks created by the passage of 
the glacial Cary ice sheet 12,000 years 
ago.

Recently, scientists have discovered the 
existence of petroglyphs on the hill’s rock 
outcroppings, which may be part of a 
larger prehistoric petroform found in 
Marquette County.



Petroglyphs - Arcade Glen - 
Ripon

Glen



Pyramids



Springs - Nitschke Mounds - Dodge County Parks

Effigy Mounds

Spring



Conclusion - Increase Lapham - 1855

The ancient works in Wisconsin are mostly at the very places selected by 
the present Indians for their abodes; thus indicating that the habits, wants, 
modes of subsistence, &c., of their builders, were essentially the same.

If the present tribes have no traditions running back as far as the times of 
Allouez and Marquette, or even to the more recent time of Jonathan 
Carver, it is not strange that none should exist in regard to the mounds, 
which must be of much earlier date.

It is by considerations of this nature that we are led to the conclusion that 
the mound-builders of Wisconsin were none others than the ancestors of 
the present tribes of Indians.



Further Study - Web Sites
Wisconsin Public Land Survey Records - http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/SurveyNotes/

Wisconsin Historic Aerial Image Finder - https://maps.sco.wisc.edu/WHAIFinder/#7/44.750/-89.750

Wisconsin LiDAR Hillshade - https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?useExisting=1 
&layers=d5a4498fe0294f92a8b6729948a7d71d

Wisconsin Mounds - http://www.wisconsinmounds.com/

Deep Cave Rock Art - https://mvac.uwlax.edu/past-cultures/specific-sites/rock-art/

http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/SurveyNotes/
https://maps.sco.wisc.edu/WHAIFinder/#7/44.750/-89.750
https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?useExisting=1&layers=d5a4498fe0294f92a8b6729948a7d71d
https://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer.html?useExisting=1&layers=d5a4498fe0294f92a8b6729948a7d71d
http://www.wisconsinmounds.com/
https://mvac.uwlax.edu/past-cultures/specific-sites/rock-art/


Further Study
Raven Maps & Images - https://www.ravenmaps.com/

WI Archeological Society - http://wiarcheologicalsociety.org/

WI Historical Society - https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/

Book: Antiquities of Wisconsin - as Surveyed and Described

Mark Walker - mercianbike1975@gmail.com

https://www.ravenmaps.com/
http://wiarcheologicalsociety.org/
https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/
mailto:mercianbike1975@gmail.com

