


































FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Paul Rauber 

The Oyster Is Our World 
t 

ysters are hard-core-or, 
rather, hard-shell-environ­
mentalists, obdurate in their 
demand for healthy, pollu-

tion-free living conditions. They 
are, in fact, constitutionally inca­
pable of compromise; if bivalves 
had environmental slogans, theirs 

. would be "Live clean or die!" Oys­
ters are the coal-mine canaries of 
our coastal waters, inedible when 
the water is tainted. Thus can we 
make a virtue of necessity: we need 

Coast Oyster Farm in Poulsbo, Washington. 

oysters for the preservation of our precious How has the mighty Chesapeake oyster 
marine ecosystems as much as for our stews population lost 99 percent of its historic 
and bisques. number? The most obvious culprits, says 

Oysters come to their absolutism by way William Goldsborough, fisheries scientist 
of their appetite for phytoplankton, which at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, are 
they extract by filtering vast amounts of overfishing, loss of habitat, and disease. In 
water through their gills. Eastern oysters, the late 19th century, 15 million bushels of 
such as those found in Chesapeake Bay, oysters were taken from the bay each year, 
strain as much as 50 gallons a day, thereby compared with about 200,000 bushels this 
contributing greatly to water clarity by fil- year. As early as 1891, Johns Hopkins pro­
tering out not only algae but silt and other fessor William K. Brooks warned that 
suspended particles. Oysters would be in- Maryland's oyster fishery was headed for 
valuable even if they didn't taste so good, disaster: "The residents supposed that their 
because rampant algal growth exacerbated natural beds were inexhaustible," he wrote, 
by farm runoff and acid rain is one of the "until they suddenly found that they were 
bay's major problems. Unchecked, algae exhausted." 
choke off the water's oxygen and light, More recently, stubborn parasites known 
eventually killing the grasses on which as "MSX" and "Dermo" have devastated 
ducks, crabs, and other bay creatures de- oyster beds not already ravaged by greed. It 
pend. Dr. Roger Newell of the Hornpoint is generally believed, says Goldsborough, "J weep for you," the 
Environmental Lab estimates that in 1870 that the virulence of the oyster epidemics is 
the population of oysters was large enough exacerbated by environmental factors such Walrus said, "I deeply 
to filter and cleanse the entire volume of as pollution and the loss of optimal habitat 
Chesapeake Bay in three days. Sadly, their as the old oyster beds (once so large that sympathize." 
numbers are so reduced that the same ef- they were visible at low tide) are destroyed 
fort would now take a year or more. by overharvesting. • • • 
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Let us share the wonders of Arizona with you. For a free Travel Planner, 
Arizona Accommodations Guide, Arizona Map and Calendar of Events. 

complete the following information and return this card in the mail. 

Mr./Mrs./Ms. ________________________ Age _______ _ 

Address ___________________________________ _ 

City ___________ State ___ Zip _____ Telephone( __ ) ______ _ 

Country ------------------------------------

Have you ever been to Arizona? D Yes D No If yes, how many times? ______ _ 

Where do you vacation most often (which state/country)? _____________ _ 

Where did you take your last vacation? ______________________ _ 






























































































































































































































