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Sierra Club California 2024 Report Card

2024: Confronting Deficits, 
Diversions, and Deadlines

2024’s legislative session was filled with environmental wins, setbacks, 
and notable achievements. Throughout the session, Sierra Club California 
worked with a diverse coalition of environmental advocates to champion 
bills aimed at protecting California’s communities and environment. 
Together, we sought to address critical issues such as water rights, pollution 
reduction, and conservation while emphasizing environmental justice to 
ensure marginalized communities have a voice in protecting their health 
and environment. We worked until the clock struck midnight at the end of 
the session on August 31st. However, the legislature couldn’t complete their 
full docket, and left several important initiatives unresolved.

This year, Sierra Club California closely monitored a total of 461 bills 
either introduced in 2024 or carried over as two-year bills from 2023. We 
placed our support behind 99 of these bills and a total of 59 of them were 
sent to the Governor’s desk for a signature. We also advocated against 
43 environmentally harmful bills. Of the bills we opposed this year, only 
9 made it to the governor’s desk. Several of these harmful bills that 
reached the governor arrived in much weaker forms than when they were 
introduced, thanks to the tireless advocacy of the environmental community 
and pushback from our allies in the legislature.

The legislature and the Governor faced a significant challenge starting in 
January with the announcement of a $46 billion budget deficit. This tested 
California’s commitment to environmental priorities and its ability to pass 
vital legislation. Several bills aimed at advancing the state’s commitments 
to industrial decarbonization, clean energy, and water equity were held up 
by the appropriations committees due to funding challenges. Fortunately, 
the legislature maintained critical ongoing funding for environmental 
programs wherever possible and passed a $10 billion Climate Bond, which 
voters will decide on as Proposition 4 during November’s presidential 
election. Sierra Club California will work to ensure that the state’s climate 
resilience and conservation commitments receive adequate funding.

However, the legislature struggled against deadlines during the last 
month of the session. Draft proposals aimed at undercutting permitting 
requirements, addressing utility price spikes, and more circulated in the final 
weeks of August. In response, the environmental community mobilized, and 
a coalition of 89 organizations, including Sierra Club California, submitted 
a letter urging against the abuse of the legislative process to rush through 
potentially harmful anti-environmental policies. Ultimately, Governor 
Newsom, Senate Pro-Tem McGuire, and Speaker Rivas moved forward with a 

revised slate of proposals that addressed some concerns but were not without 
drawbacks. Due to legislative deadlines and time constraints, the bills that did 
progress faced an abbreviated legislative committee process, which lacked 
opportunities for incorporating feedback or amendments.

We applaud the legislature for responding to the strong environmental 
opposition by holding off on some of these proposals. Unfortunately, one 
of the late bills that passed and was signed into law by Newsom, AB 98, 
established insufficient standards that fail to safeguard communities from 
industrial pollution. The fight isn’t over; we will be working closely with 
our allies to advocate for even stronger pollution protections in the next 
legislative session. Additionally, we will closely monitor the implementation 
and enforcement of these regulations, and watch for any efforts to circumvent 
them.

Newsom also called a special legislative session for August 31st, to address 
the rising cost of gas prices in California. We’ll discuss this further in the 
Governor’s section. Despite a challenging budget landscape and a whirlwind 
of activity during the final week of the legislative session, Sierra Club 
California and our allies fought to ensure that environmental concerns 
remained at the forefront of discussions. Many legislators faced difficult 
choices regarding California’s environment and its communities, and this 
year’s Report Card scores reflect those tough decisions.

As this year comes to a close and the Capitol prepares to welcome more 
than 30 new legislators in 2025, we are excited about the potential for 
environmental progress and the opportunity to build relationships with 
this new group of legislative leaders. Together, we will work to ensure that 
California remains a leader in climate and environmental justice issues.
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Our Outgoing Environmental Champions
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Our perfect score accolade is given to legislators who vote with Sierra Club California on our scored environmental bills 100% of the time. Last year, a remarkable 22 
Senators and 24 Assemblymembers received a perfect score. 

This year’s end-of-session rush and last minute bill amends meant that legislators were confronted with extremely difficult choices. This year, only two legislators 
received a perfect score: Thank you to Assemblymember Alex Lee and Speaker Emeritus Anthony Rendon. Assemblymember Lee has received 100% for four legislative 
years in a row, and Speaker Emeritus Rendon has been a stalwart champion for the environment during his tenure as Speaker.

Although only two legislators received a perfect score, we want to recognize several Assemblymembers and Senators who stood out as fierce environmental advocates 
this year. As Chair of the Natural Resources Committee, Assemblymember Isaac Bryan worked alongside Sierra Club California to make sure that many of our concerns 
with SB 1420 were addressed.  Assemblymember Bauer-Kahan carried AB 460, a two year bill that would take a critical step to discourage unlawful water diversions. 
Assemblymember Addis authored AB 3233 to protect the right of California residents to protect public health and phase out oil and gas production in their communities.  
Assemblymember Zbur - who received a 100% score last year - unfortunately missed votes on four scorecard bills due to medical issues. Despite that, he was a solid 
environmental ally throughout the session. Finally, Senator Gonzalez steadfastly advocated for SB 252, a bill that would have the nation’s largest pension funds, CalPERS 
and CalSTRS, divest from fossil fuel corporations. Though it was unable to find support in the Assembly Public Employment and Retirement committee, we are grateful 
for Senator Gonzalez’s willingness to introduce the legislation again next year.

As many seasoned environmental champions prepare to leave the legislature this year, we want to highlight a few who have demonstrated a commitment to Sierra Club 
California’s environmental priorities throughout their careers in the legislature. 

Environmental Legacies: 

https://www.politico.com/newsletters/california-climate/2024/06/07/dont-tempt-lena-gonzalez-with-a-good-time-on-divestment-00162385
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California’s water goals while ignoring the local, sustainable alternatives 
promoted by Sierra Club California, environmental justice advocates, and 
tribal groups. The Sites Reservoir and the Delta Tunnel will only exacerbate 
our state’s water issues and significantly harm local ecosystems and 
tribal communities. This rift highlights just how far apart Newsom and 
environmental groups are on the Bay Delta.

It’s also clear that Newsom hasn’t learned any lessons from last year’s 
session when he attempted to push through a suite of anti-environmental 
trailer bills at the last minute. This year, the administration backed several 
“gut-and-amend” bills that would have undermined wildfire planning, 
eliminated funding for renewable energy programs, and reformed refinery 
requirements without considering unintended consequences. We advise the 
governor to bring all interests to the table early in the legislative process.

For the second year in a row, Newsom has called for a special legislative 
session. While we always appreciate the opportunity for further policy 
discussion and incorporation of feedback from environmental groups, it is 
striking that, for two consecutive years, these important measures could 
not be addressed during the regular session. We commend Newsom for his 
support of crucial oil and gas reform bills like AB 3233 and AB 1866, but 
why does it seem that the governor is unable to engage environmental 
groups in discussions about his legislative priorities during the regular 
session? As we head into 2025, we hope that the Newsom administration 
will make more space and time to collaborate with the environmental 
community.

This year, Newsom has earned a C+. He has some of 
the right priorities in mind, but will need to focus on 
finding more common ground with the environmental 
community during the final two years of his tenure as 
governor.

Newsom and Environmentalists 
Struggle to Find Common Ground

This year, Governor Newsom doubled down on holding Big Oil accountable and 
reducing plastic pollution. In a significant legal move this September, California 
filed a lawsuit against ExxonMobil, accusing the oil giant of engaging in a decades-
long campaign that has fueled global plastic waste pollution and misled the public 
about the limitations of recycling. On the other hand, the Newsom administration 
continued to push through environmentally destructive water projects like the 
Delta Tunnel and Sites Reservoir. 

Out of the 11 bills we scored this year, 9 reached Governor Newsom’s desk. Of 
these, we supported 7 bills and opposed 2. The governor signed 6 of the bills we 
supported but vetoed 1. Unfortunately, he also signed both bills that Sierra Club 
California opposed. Based on this, the governor would receive a score of 66%.

As usual, we take a step back to tell the full story. Sierra Club California supported a 
total of 59 bills that landed on Governor Newsom’s desk in 2024. He signed 47 and 
vetoed 12, including 2 from Sierra Club California’s 2024 Priority Bill List. Of the 9 
bills we opposed, Newsom vetoed 5. Taking these statistics into account, his actions 
aligned with the Sierra Club’s position approximately 76% of the time.

Beyond the specific bills, the Newsom administration has continued to support 
environmentally harmful projects in the Delta. Last year, Newsom attempted to 
streamline the permitting process for the Sites Reservoir and Delta Tunnel projects. 
In November, he certified the Sites Reservoir for streamlined judicial review 
pursuant to SB 149. Newsom has claimed that this project is necessary for
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Now that you know the score, take action! 

 Tell your legislators you know the score. Call their district offices and thank them if they scored well, or  

 express disappointment if they didn’t. Let them know you care about California’s environment. You  

 can find phone numbers for legislators at: www.senate.ca.gov or www.assembly.ca.gov.  You can find out  

 who your representatives are at: findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov.

 

 Take action on key legislation when the 2025 session starts by signing up for Sierra  Club California’s  

 in-district lobbying program: www.sierraclub.org/california/district-advocacy

 

 Become a Sierra Club member on our website and sign up for our activist updates.

https://act.sierraclub.org/donate/rc_connect__campaign_designform?id=7013q000002GHAKAA4&formcampaignid=701310000008mUKAAY
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2024 Bill Summaries
Sierra Club California policy advocates select the bills that appear on the report card. The selection is based on factors that include a bill’s overall 
importance to the state’s environmental quality, the precedent it sets for good or bad impacts, and the bill’s importance to fulfilling the Club’s mission. 
We also consider what a bill’s score reveals about environmental commitment in the legislature. This year, we scored 10 total bills: 5 that originated 
in the Assembly, and 5 from the Senate. When a bill returned to its house of origin for a concurrence vote, we used that vote. 
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AB 98- Sets Dangerously Low Standards for Warehouse Sitings & 
Harms Local Communities

This bill sets dangerously low warehouse setback standards and fails 
to protect frontline communities of new and expanding facilities. Sierra 
Club California has supported warehouse setback reform in the past, 
but this bill sets a harmful precedent. Oppose: Signed by Governor

SB 1390- Weakens Environmental Protection to Benefit Water 
Diversions

This bill would have weakened environmental protections for Delta 
communities, fish and wildlife, and exacerbated ecosystem decline 
caused by inappropriate reliance on unsustainable water diversions 
from the San Francisco Bay Delta. Oppose: Held on the Assembly Floor

AB 1866- Holds Big Oil Accountable for Plugging Leaky Wells
This bill will help hold oil companies accountable for their legal 
and financial cleanup obligations of their dangerous idle oil wells, 
and help transition workers out of a declining industry by creating 
plugging and remediation jobs. Support: Signed by the Governor

SB 1053- Minimizes Consumer Waste in Grocery Stores
This bill will close the loophole to California’s plastic bag ban that 
allowed stores to sell thicker plastic film bags and would require 
stores to offer only paper bags at check out. Support: Signed by the 
Governor

AB 3233- Ensures Local Authority to Phase Out Oil & Gas
This bill will protect the right of local governments to regulate and 
phase out oil and gas operations in their jurisdictions. It confirms that 
the state’s oil and gas supervisor must prioritize the health and safety 
of Californians and protect the environment as the state moves toward 
a sustainable future. Support: Signed by the Governor

SB 59- Improves Grid Reliability through EV Batteries
This bill will aid in grid reliability by authorizing CARB 
to require that new EVs sold in California are capable of 
bidirectional charging, enabling EV batteries to power homes or 
other facilities when electricity demand is at its peak and prices 
are high. Support: Signed by the Governor

SB 1420- Streamlines Permitting of Dirty Hydrogen Projects
This bill backtracks California’s commitment to clean, renewable energy 
by streamlining the permitting of combustion-based “gray” hydrogen 
projects and the use of polluting hydrogen feedstocks including factory 
farm gas, biomass, and landfill gas. Oppose: Signed by Governor

SB 1374- Restores Rooftop Solar Benefits to Communities
This bill will restore the benefits of rooftop solar for schools, farms, 
and multi-family homes, by allowing them to share in the cost savings 
from the solar energy they are producing. Support: Vetoed by the 
Governor

AB 2552- Protection Against Harmful Anticoagulant Rodenticides
This bill will protect California’s wildlife and biodiversity from expo-
sure to pesticides by expanding the existing prohibition on the use of 
anticoagulant rodenticides near wildlife habitat areas. Support: Signed 
by the Governor

AB 2851- Safeguards Frontline Communities from Metal Shredding 
Pollution

This bill will provide transparency and precaution around the 
environmental impacts metal shredding facilities have on frontline 
communities by requiring all metal shredding facilities in California 
to install a fence line air monitoring system along with a notification 
system to neighboring communities. Support: Signed by the Governor

SB 1402- Advancing California’s 30x30 Goals
This bill would have created greater accountability for State 
Agencies to advance California’s 30x30 goals by requiring all 
state agencies to consider opportunities to enhance biodiversity 
and conserve 30% of lands and coastal waters by 2030 in 
relevant planning and decision-making processes. Support: 
Held in Assembly Appropriations Committee
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ASSEMBLY 
REPORT CARD

Addis, Dawn (D-30)
Aguiar-Curry, Cecilia M. (D-04)
Alanis, Juan (R-22)
Alvarez, David (D-80)
Arambula, Dr. Joaquin (D-31)
Bains, Jasmeet (D-35)
Bauer-Kahan, Rebecca (D-16)
Bennett, Steve (D-38)
Berman, Marc (D-23)
Boerner, Tasha (D-77)
Bonta, Mia (D-18)
Bryan, Isaac G. (D-55)
Calderon, Lisa (D-56)
Carrillo, Juan (D-39)
Carrillo, Wendy (D-52)
Cervantes, Sabrina (D-58)
Chen, Phillip (R-59)
Connolly, Damon (D-12)
Dahle, Megan (R-01)
Davies, Laurie (R-74)
Dixon, Diane (R-72)
Essayli, Bill (R-63)
Flora, Heath (R-09)
Fong, Mike (D-49)
Friedman, Laura (D-44)
Gabriel, Jesse (D-46)
Gallagher, James M. (R-03)
Garcia, Eduardo (D-36)
Gipson, Mike A. (D-65)
Grayson, Timothy S. (D-15)
Haney, Matt (D-17)
Hart, Gregg (D-37)
Holden, Chris (D-41)
Hoover, Josh (R-07)
Irwin, Jacqui (D-42)
Jackson, Dr. Corey (D-60)
Jones-Sawyer, Reginald (D-57)
Kalra, Ash (D-25)

Report Card Legend and Notes
  +       Pro-environment vote  NV-  Legislator was present, but chose not to cast a vote in support of a pro-environment bill
   -        Anti-environment vote  NV+ Legislator was present, but chose not to cast a vote on an anti-environment bill
  E      Excused absence    
Scores are based on the number of “+” and “NV+” votes cast versus the total number of possible votes (excused absences do not count against a score, but NV- votes do).
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ASSEMBLY 
REPORT CARD

Lackey, Tom (R-34)
Lee, Alex (D-24)
Low, Evan (D-26)
Lowenthal, Josh (D-69)
Maienschein, Brian (D-76)
Mathis, Devon (R-33)
McCarty, Kevin (D-06)
McKinnor, Tina (D-61)
Muratsuchi, Al (D-66)
Nguyen, Stephanie (D-10)
Ortega, Liz (D-20)
Pacheco, Blanca (D-64)
Papan, Diane (D-21)
Patterson, Jim (R-08)
Patterson, Joe (R-05)
Pellerin, Gail (D-28)
Petrie-Norris, Cottie (D-73)
Quirk-Silva, Sharon (D-67)
Ramos, James (D-45)
Rendon, Anthony (D-62)
Reyes, Eloise Gómez (D-50)
Rivas, Luz (D-43)
Rivas, Robert (D-29)
Rodriguez, Freddie (D-53)
Rubio, Blanca E. (D-48)
Sanchez, Kate A. (R-71)
Santiago, Miguel (D-54)
Schiavo, Pilar (D-40)
Soria, Esmeralda (D-27)
Ta, Tri (R-70)
Ting, Philip Y. (D-19)
Valencia, Avelino (D-68)
Villapudua, Carlos (D-13)
Waldron, Marie (R-75)
Wallis, Greg (R-47)
Ward, Christopher M. (D-78)
Weber, M.D., Akilah (D-79)
Wicks, Buffy (D-14)
Wilson, Lori (D-11)
Wood, Jim (D-02)
Zbur, Rick Chavez (D-51)
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SENATE 
REPORT CARD

Allen, Ben (D-24)
Alvarado-Gil, Marie (D-04)
Archuleta, Bob (D-30)
Ashby, Angelique V. (D-08)
Atkins, Toni G. (D-39)
Becker, Josh (D-13)
Blakespear, Catherine (D-38)
Bradford, Steven (D-35)
Caballero, Anna (D-14)
Cortese, Dave (D-15)
Dahle, Brian (R-01)
Dodd, Bill (D-03)
Durazo, Maria Elena (D-26)
Eggman, Susan Talamantes 
Glazer, Steven M. (D-07)
Gonzalez, Lena A. (D-33)
Grove, Shannon (R-12)
Hurtado, Melissa (D-16)
Jones, Brian (R-40)
Laird, John (D-17)
Limón, Monique (D-19)
McGuire, Mike (D-02)
Menjivar, Caroline (D-20)
Min, Dave (D-37)
Newman, Josh D. (D-29)
Nguyen, Janet (R-36)
Niello, Roger W. (R-06)
Ochoa Bogh, Rosilicie (R-23)
Padilla, Steve (D-18)
Portantino, Anthony (D-25)
Roth, Richard D. (D-31)
Rubio, Susan (D-22)
Seyarto, Kelly (R-32)
Skinner, Nancy (D-09)
Smallwood-Cuevas, Lola (D-28)
Stern, Henry I. (D-27)
Umberg, Thomas (D-34)
Wahab, Aisha (D-10)
Wiener, Scott D. (D-11)
Wilk, Scott T. (R-21)
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