
Sand Mining: 

Defending People & the Environment 

Community Land & Water Coalition

Community Land & Water Coalition

www.communitylandandwater.org

http://www.communitylandandwater.org


United Nations: Global Sand Observatory Institute

“Sand resource governance 
is one of the greatest 

sustainability challenges of 
the 21st century.”



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GscDABgmzvo


“Nothing much can grow again in a 
human time frame”
Mary Booth, PhD

Leaves a desert
Sole Source Aquifer:  199 square 

miles across 7 towns.

Eliminates Drinking 
Water Filtration

Globally rare Atlantic Pine 
Barrens, 220 species listed.

Destroys 
Biodiversity Emissions from deforestation, soil 

removal, reduces climate resilience, 
increases flooding risks.

Impacts Climate Change 

Takes away the land: levels hills, 
removes forests, topsoil, entire 

ecosystems 

 Native American
Culture

Surface and 
groundwater 

Pollution Evades  real estate taxes, 
leaving towns, sacrifice zones

Economic Impacts Carcinogenic silica sand 
dust, noise, vibration, 

dangerous truck traffic.

People Harmed

Exposing The Hidden Costs & Harms of Sand Mining



Environmental Justice 



NO 
● Environmental impact study
● Archaeological assessment
● Air pollution control
● Protection from excessive noise 

and vibration
● Safety precautions from truck 

traffic
● Consideration climate impacts



“NO PROBLEM”
Governor Healey

-August 2023, August 2024
Why no action by:

MassDEP
MassWildlife
Mass Historical Commission (archeology)
Mass Dept. of Agriculture
DCR
MEPA



Connect The Dots 

Supply Chain — where does the 
sand come from?



Industrial sand mine, Franklin Marsh Cranberry, Plymouth/Carver, 2023



Sand for…“Green 
roofs” 

golf courses, beach 
“nourishment” and 
armoring….& more

AD Makepeace Cranberry Co./Read Custom Soils LLC, 
Route 495,
July 2024



Example 1: Plymouth MA
$2.9 million “beach nourishment” project, 2023



Example 2: Salisbury MA
$600,000  beach plan …+ $2 million more 
coming



Another
proposed mine 
in Plymouth:

Corruption?
Blog post: 
communitylandandwater.org



In The Press: August 20, 2024



Take Action 

Sign Petition for Moratorium on Sand Mining 

Join, Subscribe to Newsletter, Donate: 
www.communitylandandwater.org

https://communitylandandwater.org/sand-and-gravel-mining/


Thank You!
Questions or comments? Get in touch!

environmentwatchsoutheasternma@gmail.com

communitylandandwater.org

SandWars.org

@savepinebarrens @landwaterplymoutharea @savepinebarrens

Save the Pine Barrens Southeastern Massachusetts


