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For those who carry their homes on their backs, The North Face designs and manufactures
the finest in lightweight geodesic tents, backpacks, sleeping bags, and functional good-
looking clothing. Since performance is the key, all The North Face products are covered by
a Full Lifetime Warranty.

Write for our 48-page, full-color catalog and dealer listing. THE NORTH FACE, Dept. S-3,
1234 Fifth Street, Berkeley, California 94710 USA.
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Windowlike openings just below the ceiling form
an integral part of the passive heating and cooling
system, allowing a free flow of air. Circulation in
the main part of the house is also aided by the open
floor plan, which provides easy access to all the
living areas.

Glass-walled dining area, part of the new brick-
floored sun porch, provides a view of the Pacific.
Openings below the double-glazed windows admit
cooling ocean breezes in summer. In winter, low
ravs of the sun warm the brick floor and help heat
the room.
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Windowless west wall of this passive solar home in El Paso, Texas (above),
protects against cold winter winds. Thick adobe bricks combine with a south-
facing orientation, shuttered windows and operable skylights to trim the cost of
heating and cooling to half of that of simiar-size houses.

Exterior shutters in the south-facing living room (below), operated by a spring
mechanism from inside, can be set at varving heights to regulate the amount of
sunlight entering the house. Built-in adobe benches provide comforiable
seating as well as additional thermal mass for storing heat during cold periods.
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A snow-covered landscape, overcast sky and temperatures below zero don't negate the efficiency of this solar heating system. Sun is drawn into the house through
south-facing windows, a greenhouse and rooftop collectors.

During winter months, the sun's heat enters the
house through south-facing windows, greenhouse
and rooftop collectors to be stored in thermal mass
and rocks below the house. In the summer,
breezes enter the house through first-floor win-
dows, and warm air is vented through upstairs
windows.

The open floor plan allows air 1o circulate freely between the floors. The air-lock front entry and
triple-glazed windows help to maintain a constant temperature.

Photographs by Steve Grubman
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Mark Kefley/AlaskaPhoto

ALL QUIET ON THE
ALASKA FRONT?

EDGAR WAYBURN
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