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New York's Forest Preserve: 

will con stitutional protection 

of its ·'Fore, er Wild" status 

be retained? ee page 15. 



NEWS OF CONSERVATION AND THE CLUB 

Senate Interior Committee 
hears 6 6 witnesses defend 
Olympic National Park 
and only 12 support the 
proposal to dismember it 

Lone Star Chapter 
studying reclassification 
of areas within 
Big Bend National P ark 
under the Wilderness Act 

uThere are no snakes 
in Ireland" note 

Another protest group on 
the Berkeley campus 
-thank goodness 

Is nuclear power removing 
the last justification for 
power dams in scenic areas? 

The irregular proposal by a one-man committee Lhat Olympic National 
Park be shorn of 59,000 acres for the benefit of private economic interests 
( February Bulletin, pages 6 & 33) ran into heavy going at hearings before 
the Senate Interior Committee in Seattle, February 11-12. Only 12 witnesses 
testified in favor of the land-grab and 66 testified against it ( including 
Sierra Club Conservation Director J. Michael McCloskey) . An unexplained 
mystery remains : why did Secretary of the Interior Udall appoint a one­
man committee consisting of a man-Fred J. Overly-who was on record 
as favoring a giveaway o{ Olympic National Park lands? 

With a view to formulating recommendations for the reclassification of 
areas within Big Bend National Park under the Wilderness Act, the club's 
new Lone Star Chapter will send a field trip into the region on April 4. 
Chapter Chairman L. B . Rothfeld (610 Shoreacres Boulevard, La Porte, 
Texas 77571) hopes that members inside or outside the state who are fa. 
rniliar with the Big Bend country will send suggestions concerning areas they 
consider suitable for wilderness classification. 

Informed about Sierra Club aims and activities, the newly formed Irish 
Ramblers Club (headquarters, Dublin ) adopted the slogan "To Explore, 
Enjoy and Protect our Beautiful Countryside." A gracious acknowledgment 
of the older club's assistance in The Ra:mbler ended with this editor's note: 
"Sierra Club members when hiking have to worry about snakes!" 

Another activist student group might not seem to be what the Berkeley 
campus of the University of California needs most. But ACT (Active Con­
servation Tactics) is a student group whose members have attracted favor­
able attention by ( l ) cleaning 200 cubic feet of rubbish off a Berkeley 
hillside, (2) removing about 250 discarded auto tires from the muck of 
tidal flats near Albany, and (3) picketing in orderly protest against a bay­
fill project at Emeryville. A sympathetic judge imposed the mfoimum fine 
on eight pickets who violated the law against pedestrians on a freeway 
right of way. 

Consolidated Edison justifies the proposed pumped storage hydroelectric 
plant at Storm King on the basis of the need for "peaking power," that is, 
extra power needed at periods of peak demand. And the Bureau of Recla­
mation relies heavily on peaking power as the justification for building dams 
in the Grand Canyon. But Babcock & Wilcox, which engineered Con Ed's 
nuclear powerplant at Indian Point, a few miles from torm King, said this 
of the atomic plant in a recent advertisement: "The remarkable thing about 
Indian Point's operation has been its ability to meet large load changes 
quickly and accurately. This points to the day when population centers, with 
their fluctuating peak loads, are served by nuclear power." Many people. 
not a few conservationists among them, are not yet satisfied that nuclear 
power is an acceptable substitute because of safety and waste disposal 
problems. But if it can be demonstrated that these problems have in fact 
been solved, it would seem that peaking power can no longer be used to 
justify the desecration of scenic sites by hydroelectric dams. 



A vision of the future, 
complete with breathable air 
and drinkable water, 
but without an out of doors 

Woodsmen, spare those trees! 

Entrance permits a bargain 
-and they help sustain 
the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund 

Climbers beware I 
Research indicates that 
nylon climbing rope 
retains its strength for 
only 100 day s of use 

Straight talk 
from one engineer 
to other engineers 

John Fischer of Harper's 
extolls club's books 
and their editor 

Scientist Eugene ll. Konecci told a Smithsonian symposium on "E cological 
Technology" that because of mounting pollution problems, we may be 
forced to live under giant astrodomes with the kind of environmental con­
trols developed for space exploration. Which brings to mind a quote from 
the last speech of Adlai Stevenson: "We travel together, passengers on a 
little space ship. dependent on its vulnerable supplies of air and soil ... 
preserved from annihilation only by the care, the work, and I will say the 
love, we give our fragile craft." 

The ssociated Press reports that trees along freeways in southern Cali­
fornia are being cut down at night by mysterious woodsmen armed with 
power saws. In four cases out of five, says the district engineer of the Divi­
sion of Highways, " the obvious beneficiary was a billboard company" whose 
signs were rendered more visible. Spokesmen for the billboard interests, 
have a novel explanation: the whole thing is a sinister plot to discredit their 
industry, masterminded by highway beautification fanatics. 

The Land and Water Conservation Fund- which feeds the acquisition funds 
of the rational Park Service and the Forest Service, and helps the states 
finance outdoor recreation facilities-is financed in part by the sale of 
entrance permits good throughout the year for admission to any of 7,000 
federal recreation areas. At $7, the wallet cards going on sale March 1 ( re­
placing stickers used last year) are an obvious bargain for anyone who 
visits national parks, forests, and other recreation areas even moderately 
often. They will be sold at the entrance points of most federal recreation 
areas and at many offices of the American Automobile Association. 

A technical report entitled " A Survey of the Deterioration of Nylon Moun­
tain Climbing Rope," issued by the U.S. Army laboratory at Natick, Mass., 
warns that usage, rather than age, causes weakening. The report recom­
mends that climbers keep a record of the number of days a nylon climbing 
rope has been used, and that any nylon rope that has been in use 100 days 
or more be retired. 

Former Undersecretary of the I nterior James K. Carr, now San Francisco's 
Manager of Utilities, laid it on the line in an address to the Consulting 
Engineers Association of California recently. T he ugliness of metropolitan 
areas, he said, is largely the result o f engineering p rojects. "Too often," he 
continued, " engineers have been the hirelings of men concentrating on 
profit alone, who are indifferent to their environment, indifferent to people's 
needs, men who are the real architects of ugliness, despoilers of communities 
and actually destroyers of values." Too bad the " real achitects of ugli ness"­
some of the businessmen and government officials who nire engineers- were 
not in Carr's audience with ears and minds open. 

U nder the heading " A special holiday greeting to the following people who 
have done something during the past year to earn the regard ( or at least 
the bemused attention) of their fellow countrymen," ed itor John F ischer 
of Harper's Magazine wrote : "To the Sierra Club of San Francisco and 
David Brower, its executive director, for one of the most daring publishing 
ventures since Caxton's 'Historyes of T roye' .. . a series of books almost 
too good to be true . .. to my eye, at least, [Not Man Apart] surpasses in 
fidelity of color and registration the output of any press I know of, here or 
abroad . ... " 



Fighting a W ar on Three Fronts 
This doesn't promise to be a relaxing year. Three crucial conservation is­
sues are all coming to a boil simultaneously: the now-or-never battle for 
a redwood national park worthy of the name, the long overdue climax of 
the campaign for a national park in the North Cascades, and the fight to 
prevent the Grand Canyon from being emasculated by the construction 
of utterly unnecessary power dams at .Bridge Canyon and Marble Gorge, 
on the mainstem of the Colorado River in the inner gorge of the Canyon. 

No general in his right mind would commit his forces to combat on 
three fronts if he could possibly help it, but conservation leaders have no 
choice. None of these battles can be postponed; each one cries for all 
the force the conservation movement can muster. If there was ever a time 
to extend ourselves to the limit, this is it. lf we fail, all future generations 
of man will share our defeat. • 

A Clarification of Outing Policy 
We said in this space last month that outing leaders are reimbursed for 
out-of-pocket expenses but not for their time. Outing Manager Betty 
Osborn points out that this is not accurate. The pertinent section of the 
Outing Committee Policy and Procedure Guide reads as follows: "The 
Outing Committee serves entirely on a volunteer basis. l\Ioderate salaries 
are paid for leading and planning some trips and to members of some trip 
crews to assure, for the program, a continuity of adequate leadership and 
safety, and in a small way to reimburse for a job which exceeds what 
could be expected of a purely volunteer service. The salaries are not of 
such magnitude as to create professionalism. The salaries are determined 
by the Finance Subcommittee, and no recipient of an outing salary is 
eligible to vote on his outing salary. A leader may bring his spouse and 
children on his trip for half the usual trip fee, plus customary registration 
fee." 

The point we were trying to make stands, however: the outing pro­
gram operates on an essentially break-even basis. The objective is not to 
make money, but to make wilderness experience available at minimum 
cost and swell the ranks of wilderness defenders. • 

It's Election Eve 
During March, members of the club will receive a letter containing a 
ballot, with names of candidates for the Board of Directors, and a leaflet 
outlining each candidate's qualifications. The Nominating Committee 
worked long and hard to pick a superior slate and prepare the leaflet ; 
the rest is up to the electorate. 

As noted in a previous Bulletin, Carl W. Buchheister was compelled 
by illness and other circumstances to withdraw his name from considera­
tion. Unfortunately, ballots had already been printed. To avoid possible 
confusion and misunderstanding, it seemed advisable to block out :\Ir. 
Buchheister's name. The job could not be done both cheaply and neatly, 
so don't be dismayed if it looks as though someone with Vibram lugs on 
his hiking boots tramped on your ballot. The ballot is valid, and there 
are still nine good names on it. • 
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Rising from river level to 1,340 feet, Storm King is more im­
posing than its statistics. Although a railroad skirts tlte shore 
and a higlr:way creases its face, Storm King offers good hiking 

and magnificent views. Consolidated Edison's proposed pmver­
plant, 800 feet long, would be on the -mountain's northeast 
flank, at the extreme right of this picture. 

Precedent on the Hudson 
By Maxwell C. Wheat,Jr. 

Maxwell Wheat, a resident of Freeport, Long Island, teaches English in a ju11ior 
high school. Once a11 editor of Motor Boating, he has written on conservation for 
Nature and other magazines. He is Conservation Chairman of the Federation of 
.Vew Jlork State Bird Clubs and is active in the newly formed Constitutional Council 

for the Forest Preserve, ne",JJS of which will be found elsewhere in this issue. 

W HEN I FIRS! SAW Storm King 
l\fountain ascending L.340 feet 

above the Hudson- the Grande Riviere 
to its discoverer, Giovanni da Verrazzano 
- the stars above the steep Highlands 
backdrop were sparkling sharply in the 
clear black sky on a night that was 
frigidly windy. From where I stood 
shivering on the deserted east bank al 
Cold Spring, the riled waters of the river 
appeared strangely narrower than their 
three quarters of a mile width because 
of the almost disproportionately huge, 
dark hump or a mountain looming up 
towards the heavens like some ancient 
Leviathan heaved out of its watery 

depths. This was Storm King-"solemn 
and wild," as a Revolutionary War 
chaplain reported-overshadowing the 
village, the river, and the very night it­
self. 

Cupping an ear I strained to hear, 
between chill blasts, a faint echo of the 
thunderous peals rolling off the High­
lands lhat for generations of Hudson 
folklore have heralded the ghostly charge 
of some redcoat or continental regiment. 
Or to hear Henry Hudson's crew-his 
Half Moon was harbored 300 years ago 
near Storm King's flanks-again play­
ing ninepins among the mountain tops 
as Rip Van Winkle heard them. 

" Inside us," said New York State's 
folklorist-historian Carl Carmer abou l 
the Hudson recently, "there is a con­
viction that everything that happens in 
a place lingers in some form or other." 

I wonder if I could have been so 
haunted that night by the Hudson's 
beauty and past- by high pooped Dutch 
sailing ships plying the waters, by pi­
rates lurking in wait for unlucky sailors, 
by Ichabod Crane and his headless pur­
suer-if parts of that mountain had 
been efficiently illuminated by a $162 .-
000,000 pumped storage hydroelectric 
plant. The Consolidated Edison Com­
pany plans to build the biggest pumped 
storage plant in the world here, blasting 
a site for it out of the side of Storm 
King. The plant would be capable of 
sucking more than one million cubic feet 
of water per minute from the river and 
pumping it more than 1,000 feet up the 
mountain through a tunnel 40 feet in 



diameter to a 240-acre reservoir-all this 
to create, in effect, a massive storage 
battery. At peak demand periods, when 
New York City's millions are switching 
on their air conditioners or lighting their 
Christmas trees, Con Ed would unleash 
the pent-up water to cascade unnaturally 
back down the mountain and send 
2,000,000 kilowatts surging through 
transmission lines strung from 100- to 
150-foot towers through 25 miles of 
town and country. 

No wonder Carl Carmer demanded 
"that the time for opposing those sel­
fish interests that would defile the Hud­
son is now." For this river is deep in 
myth and tradition, resources necessary 
to the feeling for one's native land. Who 
can imagine the picturesque frigates of 
old navigating up and down the river 
past a "scenic" view dominated by a 
powerhouse 800 feet long? 

The scenic and historic values of 
Storm King l\fountain and the Hudson 
River were recognized by the U.S. Court 
of Appeals in an epoch-making decision 
handed down December 29, 1965. Set­
ting aside Federal Power Commission 
orders granting Con Ed a license to 
construct a powerplanl at Storm King, 
the Court ruled that the FPC had fallen 
short in failing to concern itself with the 
fact that the plant was "to be located 
in an area of unique beauty and major 
historical significance." 

This wasn't all. The Court declared 
that the FPC had failed to adequately 
consider the disruption of local planning 
(transmission lines would march through 
the site of a proposed junior high school 
in Yorktown), the inundation of trails 
maintained by the ' ew York-New Jer­
sey Trail Conference in the proposed 
reservoir area, and the consequences of 
locating the hydroelectric pla11t amidst 
the spawning grounds of perhaps 88 per­
cent of the river's striped bass. 

"Who would have thought U1at fish 
would become so important to us in this 
fight?" asked one impressed conserva­
tionist. He was commenting on the var­
ied and sometimes far-away interests­
esthetes, sportsmen, historians, garden 
dubbers-who had joined together to 
fight tJ1e powerplant at Storm King. 
A small sportsmen's club far up-river 
voted to donate its entire $47 treasury 
to the Scenic Hudson Preservation Con­
ference (which, with the towns of Cort­
landt, Putnam Valley, and Yorktown, 
took the matter lo court), and a bar-
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tender member of the sportsmen 's club 
added $1 S from his own pocket. Long 
Island fishermen who may never have 
seen Storm King, but who enjoy reeling 
in fighting 20-pound stripers spawned in 
the Hudson, passed resolutions of pro­
test and donated funds. They feared that 
t.he minute, fragile bass eggs and larvae 
Aoating in lhe tidal river waters would 
be sucked up and destroyed in the bil­
lions of gallons of water drawn in daily 
at Con Ed's intake. 

Tronically, the Court simply told the 
FPC to do what the Commission itself 
had stated it was to do under the Fed­
eral Power Law of 1920: to decide 
"whether the project's effect on the 
scenic, historical, and recreational values 
of the area are such that we should deny 
the application." This was the FPC's 
legal responsibility to the public. 

"In this case, as in many others," the 
Court said, "the Commission has claimed 
to be the representative of the public 
interest. This role does nol permit it to 
act as an umpire blandly calling baJJs 
and strikes for adversaries appearing be­
fore it; the right of the public must 
receive active and affirmative protection 
at the hands of the Commission." 

The F PC " umpire" called three strikes 
against fishermen when it. rejected as 
" untimely" warnings by fishery experts 
of striped bass losses. The Commission 
affirmed confidently that " the project 
will not adversely affect the fish re­
sources of the Hudson provided ade­
quate protective facilities are installed." 
But James l\IcBroom of the Department 
of the Interior testified before a con­
gressional committee that although 
screening devices might protect young 
fish , "practical means of protection of 
eggs and larvae stages have yet to be 
devised." This is only one example of 
the way the FPC disregarded the inter­
ests and dismissed the objections of 
hikers, naturalists, residents, historians 
and others. 

"What's good for Con Ed is good for 
the country" seems to have been the at­
titude of the FPC. Unfortunately, there 
is a pronounced tendency for regulatory 
agencies to feel more of an identity of 
interest with the industries they are 
supposed lo regulate than with the pub­
lic they are supposed to serve. This 
stems from an obsession with so-called 
growth and development, which has 
often transformed the useful concept of 
"progress" into the horns of a moral 

dilemma. Armed with the argument that 
" you can't stop progress,'' a powerful 
utility is able to assert intimidatingly: 
"You are not going to stand in the way 
of New York's get.ting more power, are 
you?" With that the person who likes 
to watch the sun set behind the Hudson 
Highlands, who likes to wade into the 
water casting for stripers, or who likes 
to explore woods that appear much as 
General Washington might have seen 
them, is supposed lo mutter "I'm sorry" 
and slink to a seat in the back row. 

The Court of Appeals ruled that peo­
ple who like to hike, watch sunsets, fish, 
birdwatch, absorb history, or live in 
scenic surroundings, belong in the front 
row at hearings alongside the profes­
sional experts and public relations per­
sonnel of big corporate entities. This 
court decision affirming the right of all 
such interests to equal and full consider­
ation is a precedent that will be noted 
by other courts ruling on conservation 
controversies involving highway depart­
ments or federal agencies such as the 
Corps of Engineers and the Bureau of 
Reclamation. 

Engineers of highway departments or 
utilities usualJy claim lhal theirs is the 
only solution, but there are generally 
alternatives. The Storm King contro­
versy is not a question of whether New 
York. needs and will get more power or 
not: in contradiction to Con Ed's in­
transigence about Storm King, alterna­
tives have been urged. A former chief 
engineer of New York City's Bureau of 
Gas and Electricity, Alexander Lurkis. 
has advocated natural gas fueled jet 
turbines that could be built as needed 
in the city itself without increasing air 
pollution. (Such a turbine made Holy­
oke, Massachusetts, an island of light 
in lhe midst of last fall 's power black­
out in the northeast.) The court's opin­
ion states: "Especially in a case of this 
type, where public interest and concern 
is so great, the Commission's refusal to 
receive the Lurkis testimony, as well as 
proffered information on fish protection 
devices and underground transmission 
facilities, exhibits a disregard of the 
statute and of judicial mandates instruc­
ting the Commission to probe a ll feasible 
alternatives." 

Con Ed's attempt to harness the Hud­
son al Storm King may prove a blessing 
in disguise. It has called widespread at­
tention lo the ominous power of agencies 
such as the FPC to determine the fate 



or scenic areas . (The FPC and at least 
four other federal agencies are empow­
ered to condemn land for projects re­
gardless of local zoning.) In an encour­
aging reaction against arbitrary deci­
sions adversely affecting scenic areas, 
Congressman Richard L. Ottinger of 
Yonkers, X . Y ., introduced a bill that 
would authorize the ecretary of the In­
terior to veto projects that federal agen­
cies propose to build on scenic sites. In 
effect, it is a bill to protect the federal 
government from itself. The bill, which 
also would enable the , ecretary to nego­
tiate scenic easements, sets a precedent 
that mioht well be followed elsewhere. 

" Courl cases and protective legislation 
don 't just happen. They are the result 
o f aroused people demanding and fi nan­
cing action. At Con Ed's threat to torm 
King, many organizations for the de­
fense of the Hudson sprang up. Instead 
of casting about in all directions and dis­
sipating their energies, these organiza­
tions affiliated themselves with or co­
ordinated their work with that of the 

cenic Hudson Preservation Conference, 
which is headed by a 7 5 year old attor­
ney. L . 0 . Rothschild . . cenic H udson's 
offices ( uite 1625, 500 Fifth Avenue, 
Xew York, X . V. 10036 ) are so crowded 
with documents, clippings, letters. re­
search publications and files about , torm 
1'.ing tha t they tend to produce claus­
trophobia. T he organi1.ation has an ener­
getic executive director, Rod Yandivert, 
who contacts lawmakers and agency of­
ficials. testifies at hearings, and does 
crucial legwork in Washington, Albany, 
and elsewhere. All of this, of course, re­
quires money. cenic Hudson depends 
solely on contributions by individuals 
a nd organizations. Tn a virtuoso per­
formance, it has raised and spent a quar­
ter of a million dollars so far. ~lore will 
be needed, much more. 

The Court 's stinging rebuke to the 
FPC does not end the matter. Con Ed 
might ha,·e appealed the Court's deci­
sion, but preferred instead to rest its 
hopes on renewed hearings before the 
FPC. which are scheduled lo open in 
late )larch. As adamant as ever, Con Ed 
even claims Lhat its 800 foot powcrplant 
would be a scenic adornment. Although 
the FPC will certainly be wary of in­
viting another reversal by the courts, it 
is likely to do everything it can to justi­
f v its earlier action and g rant Con Ed 
.;nother license to build a plant at lorm 
King. The . cenic Tlud~on P re<.erva tion 

Conference mus t redouble its efforts to 
mobilize marine biologists, hydrologists, 
electrical engineers, lawyers, and others 
who can speak with authority in defense 
of torm K ing and the Hudson. 

Defenders have their work cut out for 
them but they can take heart from a 
significant aboutface that occurred in 
early February. ?\ew York's Governor 
Nelson Rockefeller, who had earlier en­
dorsed Con Ed's proposal, announced bis 
hope that an alternate power source 
could be found and that torm King 
could perhaps be purchased as a state 
park. This is in line with recommenda­
tions of the state's H udson River Valley 
Commission, of which the Governor's 
brother Laurance is Chairman, calling 
for 1>ollution control, a network of roads 
linking the valley's hjstoric landmarks, 
and the narrowes t park in the world­
a footpath 32 miles long and 66 feet 
wide along the Hudson's shore. 

All the money and all the effort ex­
pended by the cenic Hudson Preserva­
tion Conference will be well spent to 
save this stretch of river. Asked while 
scanning the great river valley from a 
mountaintop what it looked like to him, 
James Fenimore Cooper's character 
~atty B-umpo found a word for it. 

"Creation !" Natty exulted. " All crea­
tion, lad."' • 

I Many Sierra Club members liai,c been 
active in I lte Scenic II 11dso11 Preserva­
tion Co11/erc11ce, witlt wlticll lite c/11b's 
Atlantic Chapter is affiliated.] 
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Kern Plateau 
Saddle-Light Trip 
On Outing Schedule 

This year the Outing Committee is 
restoring a horseback trip to the pro­
gram of club outings, and we've picked 
an attractive itinerary for those who 
would just as soon wear holes in their 
levis as in their boot soles. 

As now planned, the trip will be a 
strictly cooperative affair assisted by a 
small crew of commissary personnel and 
wranglers. Each person will perform his 
share of camp chores, as do participants 
on high-light trips, but in addition he 
will share the entire experience with a 
saddle horse. If you've never ridden a 
horse over trail country before, think 
twice before signing up; but if you have 
ridden, and enjoyed the experience, don't 
miss your chance to go. 

Itinerary 

We'll assemble at Sage Flat near 
Olancha, California, on Saturday: June 
25 for orientation and introduclton to 

I 

our saddle animals, to the management, 
and to each other. On Sunday, we'll ride 
across Olancha Pass (9,200 feet) to our 
first campsite in Templeton 1leadow. 
\\.e'll spend a layover day at each camp­
site except the last and will camp suc­
cessively at Little Whitney )Ieadow, 
Rocky Basin Lakes, and Cottonwood 
Lakes, ending the trip at the Cotton­
wood Creek roadend on Sunday, July 3. 

You'll see huge stands of Foxtail Pine, 
the native waters of the Golden Trou1 , 
and the Kern River at a point where it 
carves a 1,500-foot canyon through the 
plateau. 

For nearly 30 years the Sierra Club 
has been vitally concerned about man­
agement of forest and scenic resources 
of the Kern Plateau. You'll have a 
chance to see the area first hand, and to 
discuss its problems with Forest Service 
personnel who have promised to meet us 
midway in the trip. 

The trip management includes Bob 
Golden, Ike Livermore, and Tom Jeffer­
son. 

J f you plan to go please include a note 
with your reservation indicating your 
weight, height. and relative horseb~ck 
riding experience so that the appropriate 
comhination of horse and saddle can be 
selected for you.- Bob Golden. 



George Alderson, a native of tlte northwest, studied range management at Utah 
State Universit·y and has been a seaso11al employee of the _Vational Park Service. 
A viola pla·yer in tlte U.S. Air Force Sympltony at present, he is also serving as 

Conservation Chairman of the Atlantic Chapter's D.C.-Maryland Group. 

LITTLE wrr.oERNESS is to be found 
near the heavily populated eastern 

ciUes, in a region where the importance 
of wild places is seldom questioned. The 
Outdoor Recreation Resources Review 
Commission wilderness study report, 
published in 1960, identifies only five 
tracts along the eastern seaboard that in-

ilar failures in other parts of the country. 
IL may be significant that among the 

first national parks scheduled for review 
under the provisions of the Wilderness 
Act- test cases. in effect-are Great 
Smoky Th/fountains in North Carolina 
and Tennessee, Shenandoah in \"irginia, 
and :Mammoth Cave in Kentucky. Ob-

the latest product of an old agreement 
to replace a Swain County (N. C.) road 
that was flooded by the TVA's Fontana 
Dam. In 1943, when the TVA trans­
ferred to the Park Service a large tract 
on the north shore of Fontana Lake. 
this obligation went along wilh the land. 
Early plans called for a road from Bry­
son City lo Fontana Village along the 
north lakcshore. As construction pro­
gressed on the eastern portion, mountain 
slopes were scarred by huge cuts and 
fills visible from many miles away, 

A Park Service Plan to Bisect Wilderness in the Great Smokies 

elude more than 100,000 acres and qual­
ify as wilderness. A few smaller places 
are left, some protected but mostly not. 
Eastern conservationists will work in 
coming years to seek protection for these 
remnants, which have special value in 
their nearness to population centers. 
Failure lo keep these eastern wilderness 
areas unimpaired might well lead to sim-

servers were surprised to learn that the 
Kational Park ervice proposes to slash 
a new transmountain road across one of 
two wilderness tracts in Great Smoky 
i\Iountains rational Park. This tract 
contains 214,850 acres-a respectable 
size even in comparison with western 
wilderness areas. 

The transmountain road proposal is 

by George Alderson 

showing that conservationists were justi­
fied in opposing t.hat plan. 

The new transmountain road proposed 
by the ational Park Service would take 
off from the spur already under con­
struction at the east end of the lake, 



Vie--.v along .-1 pPalachian Trail 
looking westward from 
a point near Cli11Kmans Dome. 
Silcrs Bald is at lef 1, 

Miry Ridge in center. 
Proposed lrans111ountai11 road 
would cu/, through this area 
of de facto wilderness in 
Creal Smoky "fllou111ni11 .\'ational 
Park. Photo by George. llderson. 

climb up to the crest within a few miles 
of ilers Bald, and emerge near Town­
send, Tenn. 

In order to evaluate the new proposal 
and enjoy a few clays' vacation, J recent­
ly spent four days walking the trails in 
Lhe area of lhe park that would be af­
fected by the road. Before starting, I 

went to Knoxville to see Harvey and 
Anne Broome and Ernest r.I. Dickerman, 
all old bands in the Smokies, to ask their 
advice. They explained that wilderness 
in the Smoky Mountains has been given 
long and careful study by local conser­
vationists . Last July, the Smoky ~foun­
tains Hiking Club published its recom­
mendations for two wilderness areas in 
the park, separated by a corridor through 
which the :\'ewfound Gap road crosses 
the mountains. These recommendationc; 
were subsequently endorsed by national 
conservation organizations, including 
the Sierra Club. The new transmountain 
road, I was told, would cut the heart out 
of one of these wilderness areas. 

Starting at Clingmans Dome. I walked 
the Appalachian Trail as far as Buckeye 
Gap, took a two-day side trip along 
Welch Ridge to the south, and came 
down to the roadbead above the Tre­
mont Ranger Station on the north side. 

~\ • • 

There was time to "get the feel'' of the 
place and to notice objective features as 
well. 

It was hard lo avoid the feeling that 
this was familiar ground, though T had 
never been there before. Having liver! 
in the west until this year, T found that 
most of what J could see and hear was 
new lo me. There were the thick forests 
of unfamiliar trees bare to the winter 
wind, the green slopes of laurel slicks, 
the voices of new birds, and the haunting 
views of ridge on ridge marching away 
into the hazy south. The fam iliarity was 
in the wildness of the place. rt evoked 
the same feeling one gets in the wilder­
ness of Olympic ' ational Park, back in 
Enchanted Valley or on the High Divide. 
or up in Lyell Canyon at Yosemite. This 
part of the Great Smokies, despite the 
busy communities nearby, is a true wil­
derness free from tbe sights and sounds 
of civilization, a p lace where the influ-

·'"'· • 

- .. _ .O,\D\ UNO(I cONrrtucttOt-i 

• • • • • • • • • • UANSMOIJNU,tN 10,AO ,_O,OS(O lY 
NATIONAL l"A.l1( S«YIC( 

- • - Alft'NATIV't PMICWAV 10(.n'U 

+H+H++++ tl°"OS N.EEDING IM,-,Ol/tM(NI 

• ••••••••- NAflONAL l'A.llC IOUNOAJ:Y 

~ ~~c:u~~~~~16N 
SYStrM IY SMOKY MOUNIAINS ~IICING 
CLIJI 

~ ~~~e;S~~I~!,.~~:~ 
Silr,ltQf:Y ~tAINS HIKING C:1.UI 

Shading indicates areas of Great Smoky Mountai11s ,Vational 
Park not rero111111e11ded for wilderness classification b)• con­
servation groups. Corridor along US 441, passing through 

Newfou11d Cap, divides wilderness areas to the east and west. 
Route of proposed new lransmountain road is indicated by 
lteavy dotted line bisecting !lie western wilderness area. 
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ence of man is seldom evident. Great 
transverse ridges isolate the deep, broad 
valleys from adjacent developed areas, 
providing a rare wilderness environment 
in a settled section o[ the country. 

The ~ational Park Service's claim 
that this area does not qualify as wilder­
ness is hard to understand. The forest 
was logged 25 to 50 years ago, but I saw 
only one place. near the roadhead on the 
north side, where the logging era had 
left any obvious signs. The forest has 
come back naturally, just as it must have 
recovered many times before following 
natural forest tires. \\'ill the Park ervice 
declare old burns unsuitable for wilder­
ness status if they resulted from man­
caused fires but suitable if they resulted 
from lightning-caused fires? ff such a 
criterion were to be applied to all the 
national park wilderness, it would prove 
difficult to put any sizable areas into 
lhe National Wilderness Preservation 

ystem. :VIost wilderness portions of the 
western national parks have histories of 
grazing, mining, logging, or homestead­
ing, and signs of these activities are 
often far more obvious than are signs of 
logging in the Great Smoky 1Iountains. 

It is curious that the transmountain 
road project should be proposed in view 
of the defeat of similar proposals such 
as the Olympic National Park ocean 
strip highway. [t would be sad indeed 
if this project were to succeed, especially 
because sensible alternatives exist that 
would fulfill the contract and provide 
greater benefits to local communities. 
Conservationists in the region are recom­
mending that one or both of the sub­
standard roads around the ends of the 
park (U.S. 129 on the west. N.C. 284 on 

Recent co11structio11 along spur road northwest of Bryson City, near .Voland Creek 
in Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Cut rises about 200 feet above roadbed, 
and fill exte11ds a greater distance below it .. Yote that srrious erosion has already 

occurred. Photo by fl,/. R. Cutler courtesy of The Wildem ess Society. 

the east) be improved to provide scenic 
mountain drives without destroying 
wilderness values. Other possibilities in­
volve extending the Blue Ridge Park­
way to Bryson City, or linking Bryson 
City and Fontana Village with a scenic 
parkway parallel to the lake on the 
south shore. 

Because this is a test case, the prece­
dent established here can lead to a simi­
lar approach to wilderness review in 

other national parks. Secretary of the 
Interior Stewart Udall testified in Con­
gressional bearings in April L 964 that 
the national parks ''are based primarily 
on lhe wilderness concept." Conserva­
tionists in all parts of the country should 
applaud this view, urging Secretary 
L dall and .N" ational Park Service Direc­
tor George Hartzog lo preserve wilder­
ness in Great moky i\lountains Na­
tional Park. • 

Senator Gaylord Nelson to Speak at Sierra Club Annual Dinner 

Cnited tates enator Gaylord Nelson 
of W isconsin, formerly Governor of thal 
state for two terms, has accepted Presi­
dent Will Siri's invitation to be honor 
guest and principal speaker al the Sierra 
Club Annual Dinner to be held atur­
day evening, -r.ray 7. The dinner, climax­
ing the annual organization meeting of 
the Sierra Club Board of Directors. to 
be held earlier the same day, will be al 
Goodman 's Hall in Jack London quare, 
Oakland, California. 

Senator Nelson, a member of the 
Sierra Club, has a reputation as a bril-
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liant and informative speaker. His con­
servalion record is impressive. H e is a 
member of the enate Committee on 
Interior and Insular Affairs, the Com­
mittee on Labor and Public Welfare, and 
the Select Committee on Small Business. 
He introduced the Ecological Research 
and Surveys Bill in the First Session of 
the 89th Congress, and has interested 
himself in Lhe ierra Club p roposals for 
a redwood national park. 

The former Governor is a native of 
Clear Lake, Wisconsin. He attended . an 
Jose State College in California, from 

which he graduated in 1939. Receiving 
his law degree from the University of 
Wisconsin in 1942, enator . elson 
served for 46 months in World \\'ar 11. 
During his second term as Governor, he 
established a $50 million conservation 
program. a '5 million state fund for 
loans to college students, and the first 
revision o f Wisconsin 's tax structure in 
SO years. 

For additional information on the 
AnnuaJ Dinner, address inquiries to the 
1966 Chairman, Luella Sawyer, Sierra 
Club, 1050 -r.lills Tower, San Francisco. 



Skyline Boulevard hugs contours 
of lite Santa Cruz Mountains 

west of San Fmncisco Bay. 
Photo by the author. 

Scenic Highways, 

Skyline Boulevard, 

and the Sierra Club 

By Donald W. Aitken 

Donald Aitken is a member of Stanford 
University's Department of Physics, tire 
President of lite Committee for Green 
Foothills, and a member of the Sierra 
Club. He was a delegate at the Gover­
nor's Conference on Califomia Beauty, 
and was recently appointed to the Gov­
ernor's .Vational R edwood Road Com­
mittee. Dr. Aitken won the an Fran­
cisco Chronicle's " Beaut), and Blight' ' 
photographic contest in 1965, and two of 
his winning photographs illustrate this 
article. 

THE GENTLE CURVES of the Skyline 
Boulevard, as it wends its way 

gracefully along the crest of the anta 
Cruz :\lountains lying above and to the 
west of San Francisco Bay, lull the 
traveler into appreciative meditation. 
But the outward peacefulness belies the 
desperate struggle raging to preserve his 
right to enjoy this tranquility only min­
utes away from one of the fastest grow­
ing urban areas in the country. 

Skyline Boulevard is dying. As Lhe 
motorist travels northward towards an 
Francisco this becomes all too apparent. 
The green fields and forests are engulfed 
by a sprawling, geometric horror of cuts, 
fills, gaping garages and aluminum sid­
ing. The northernmost portion of the 

Skyline bas been obliterated and the 
cancer spreads southward at an acceler­
ating pace. 

This is not an extraordjnary condi­
tion. Similar visions are commonplace 
near most of the rapidly expanding ur­
ban areas in California. But the roots of 
the regional Skyline Boulevard issue pen­
etrate to the farthest corners of Cali­
fornia. The death of Skyline Boulevard 
might well initiate the slow death of 
the California Scenic H ighway Plan, to 
say nothing of the tragic loss of a price­
less heritage in the Bay Area. 

The Skyline cannot be cured. Its 
losses are irretrievable. But the creep­
ing death can be halted and the desecra­
tion contained within its present borders. 

The city councils of Portola \ 'alley and 
Woodside, the Committee for Green 
Foothills, and the Loma Prieta Chapter 
of the Sierra Club have aroused sufficient 
public opinion to cause responsive coun­
ty officials to prepare procedures to save 
and improve the remaining scenic por­
tions of Skyline Boulevard. Ambitious 
plans have already been prepared by 
these same conservation groups to ex­
tend the Skyline scenic route southward 
another 30 miles, from its present termi­
nus at the junction with Route l 7 to 
the junction with Route I 52 across 
Hecker Pass, due east of Santa Cruz. 

How can it be that ambitious plans 
for the extension of Skyline Boulevard 
are being made with some hope of sue-
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Map relates Skyline Boulavard to San 
Francisco Bay, the coast, and nearby 
counties. Solid line indicates portio11 of 
Boulevard included in the State Scenic 
Highway Master Plan. Dotted line to 
I he south is extension pro posed by the 
Loma Prieta Chapter. Dotted line to the 
north is another extension now bein~ 
considered. Map was prepared by .Yorm 
Bettini. 
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cess while the Skyline is fighting for its 
very life? It results from a triumph of 
public responsibility and initiative in 
conservation, and the progressive con­
servation methods and lessons learned 
here may well serve as the basis for 
similar scenic highway protective and 
creative measures throughout the state. 

The idea of a state scenic highway 
svstem germinated in the minds of Nich­
olas Roosevelt and State enator Fred 

. Farr in early 1960. This led to en­
ate Resolution 26 in 1960 and to Con­
current Resolution 39 in 1961 to inves­
tigate the scenic highway concept. A 
Citizens Advisory Committee worked 
with the Interdepartmental Committee 
on Scenic Highways to prepare a pre­
liminary plan for the highways. This was 
submitted to the legislature in March, 
1962. A final report followed in ~ larch, 
1963, and became the basis [or Senate 
Bills 1467 and 1468, introduced by Sen­
ator Farr. The State cenic Highway 
Law was thereby established, creating a 
proposed State Scenic Highway Master 
Plan and creating also an Advisory 
Committee on a Master Plan for Scenic 
Highways. 

The Advisory Committee worked from 
early 1964 to late 1965 and produced a 
beautifully illustrated document en­
titled The Sce11ic Route/. I Guide for 
tlte Desig11atio11 of an Official Scenic 
Highway. The Guide spells out general 
procedures for the initiation and study 
of a proposed scenic highway, criteria 
for corridor delineation, standards for 
corridor protection, and procedures for 
effectuation. The report of the Advisory 
Committee can be obtained through the 
Stale of California Transportation 
Agency, Department of Public Works, 
and contains a complete list and map of 

recommended scenic highways adopted 
in the original :.\faster P lan. 

A key element in the Scenic Highway 
~[aster Plan is that the responsibility for 
initiatio11 of studies leading to the desig­
nation of an official scenic highway lies 
with the local jurisdiction. ln the event 
that the local jurisdiction fails to initiate 
such action, however. the state can order 
the initiation of the study itself. Once 
the study is complete, the enactment of 
regulations sufficiently broad in scope to 
preserve the required scenic standards 
within the corridor must be undertaken 
by the local jurisdictions. Finally, after 
designaLion as an official scenic highway 
has been awarded by the Director of 
Public \\'orks, acting on the advice of 
the cenic Highway Advisory Commit­
tee, the local jurisdictions must main­
tain the region in accordance with the 
required scenic criteria. This permits 
the highway to be designated as a scenic 
attraction on official state and county 
maps and in official documents. lf re­
quired scenic standards are not upheld 
over U1e years, the state can revoke the 
scenic highway designation at any time. 

The responsibility of local conserva­
tion groups becomes clear: they should 
lake U1e initiative to remind local juris­
dictions of their right to make studies 
of proposed scenic highways in their 
areas. 1 f local jurisdictions fail to com­
ply, conservation groups can request the 
state to initiate studies. Considerable 
time can be saved if conservation groups 
also take the initiative in preparing pre­
liminary plans and studies. It is ex­
plicitly stated in the Guide that "domi­
nating the spectrum of measures to im­
plement the scenic highway program, 
the awareness and contribution of the 
public is the main key to success .... 
Full use shall be made by the state of 
all studies of highway routes and de­
signs, and of the corridor. done by the 
local ... citizens groups." 

Once the necessary protective meas­
ures have been enacted and the highway 
has received official designation as a 
State Scenic Highway, it then becomes 
the responsibility of militant local con­
servation organizations to insure the 
continued enforcement of these protec­
tive standards. 

State highways of particular scenic 
potential that have not been included in 
the 1Iaster Plan may be added by the 
legislature, as outlined in the Guide. 
Conservation organizations are most 



Drawing reproduced from 1932 S/{,bdivision R eport of San 
·Mateo County Planning Commission prophetically illustrated 

effect of small lot zoning in the hills region. 

Proof, 32 years later, of the danger forecast in the drawing 
at left. Daly City stretches monotonously southward from 
San Francisco, carving its own path. Photo by tlze author. 

familiar with characteristics of state 
routes in their areas; it will probably 
require initiative by conservation organi­
zations to propose additional routes and 
to see to it that necessary steps are 
taken by local jurisdictions to bring 
proposed routes before the .legislature 
and into the Master Plan. 

The first highway to receive official 
designation as a State cenic Highway 
was Route l in Monterey County. This 
was largely a testimonial to the vision 
and tireless efforts of such dedicated 
people as Senator Fred Farr, Nathaniel 
and l\Iargaret Owings, and Sam 1-lorse. 
The Skyline Boulevard, if it does not 
die first, may become State Scenic High­
way number two. This is the goal of the 
local conservation-minded citizenry. 

Skyline Boulevard was originally con­
ceived to "serve the double purpose of 
providing an additional highway lo and 
from San Francisco, and of bringing into 
easy reach of the motorist one of the 
most scenic districts in the vicinity." o 
wrote M. }\,J. O'Shaughnessy, the City 
Engineer of San Francisco, in a 191 7 
issue of The California Motorist. ''The 
Skyline Boulevard ... will open up for 
its entire length a panorama of bay, 
ocean, valley and forest. a counterpart 
of which probably does not exist any­
where else in the world," added Senator 
M . B. Johnson in a l9l9 issue of Motor­
/and. kyline Boulevard was therefore 
conceived from the beginning as a scenic 
highway, lo make the area and the views 
accessible to the public. But looming, 
even at that time, was the presence of 
small lot sub-divisions along the Skyline, 

speculatively built for summer cabins in 
1908 but later e};p!oited for permanent 
dwellings. 

Scenic zoning of a sort was enacted 
by San Mateo County in 1934 within a 
strip l,000 feet wide on either side of 
the Skyline. Single family residential 
use with a minimum lot size of one acre 
was the standard. Santa Clara County 
followed suit many years laler with a 
Scenic Highway Zoning Ordinance. This 
ordinance also called for a minimum of 
one acre per single family residence, with 
l00-foot setbacks from the highway 
right of way, and requiring architectural 
site approval. 

Tt has become all too clear in recent 
years that these minimal standards fall 
far shorl of providing scenic protection 
in the corridor adjacenl to the kyline. 
At least five acre zoning in the corridor 
and the creation of scenic easements, 
the latter prohibiting all development 
within the easement district, are being 
suggested as possible new minimum 
standards. These more progressive cri­
teria are being violently opposed by 
many landowners as "confiscatory." Les­
sons learned in ;\1onterey County scenic 
zoning districts along Roule 1 go un­
heeded. The irony is lhat scenic zoning 
is proving to be enormously beneficial 
financial ly lo subdividers. 

\\'ith reference to Monterey's scenic 
districts, the well known architect Na­
thaniel Owings told the recent Gover­
nor's Conference on California Beauty 
that: ' ·The experience today on this 
practical pilot study has indicated thal 
the price per acre of land in the area 

has skyrocketed in spite of the predic­
tion on the part of opponents to the 
plan that Lhe large acreage requirement 
would force a lower price per acre." 
(This in a district of five- and ten-acre 
residential zoning.) .Mr. Owings further 
pointed to the development of commun­
ity pride in these regions "favoring lhe 
plan and defending it against all comers." 

In the I 950's the bulldozer intensified 
its relentless march southward from San 
Francisco along Route I and the north­
ern extension of Skyline Boulevard, 
carving the rolling hills into tediously 
uniform benches, reducing the grass­
lands to fields of dust or seas of mud, 
creating dangerous slide conditions in 
steeper areas and leading ultimately to 
the construction of uniform row upon 
uniform row of indistinguishable. hollow­
eyed boxes. Simultaneously, along the 
southern section of Skyline Boulevard, 
an easement was being acquired for the 
construction of high voltage powerlines. 
This easement was more than doubled in 
size in the l 960's as the power line volt­
age was also doubled. A series of trans­
mission towers ranging from 120 to 180 
feet high now stands in the hills, paral­
leling the kyline for eight and one half 
miles and crossing it twice. 

Finally, subdivision proposals are be­
ing presented at a great rate lo the 
County of Sao ~Ialeo for development 
along the Skyline. Included among them 
is a "cluster development" that would 
cluster approximately 500 houses on 
quarter-acre lots adjacent to the Skyline 
along a one-mile stretch, while the 
builder magnanimously leaves the invis-
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One of two Sierra Club supported road­
side rests (" parklets") near Skyline 
Boulevard. Four more are c11rre11tl·y be-

ing planned. Photo is by tire author. 

ible and steep hillside beyond the road­
way free of development " in the public 
interest.., 

Planners with vision foresaw in the 
early I 930's that land acquisition was 
the only sure way to protect the future 
scenic or recreational value of an area 
or a route. In 1934, San Mateo County 
was granted the right under its charter 
to make annual appropriations to a land 
acquisition fund. As reported in the 
1938-1940 Biennial Report of the San 
Mateo Planning Commission, "This 
fund provides for the regular and orderly 
acquisition of recreational lands in ac­
cordance with the recommendations of 
the Master Recreation Plan and well in 
advance of the ti·me when tlte pressure of 
population growtlt makes their purchase 
imperative." r Emphasis added. I Tn 
1944, l\lonterey County followed suit. 
recommending in its Park and Recrea­
tion Plan the establishment of an annual 
land acquisition fund for that county 
with a portion of the funds to be used 
for purchase of "scenic easements over 
land adjacent to the scenic and recrea­
tional highways. " Similarly, in the 1942 
Biennial Report of its Planning Commis­
sion, Santa Clara County urged the es­
tablishment of a scenic easement along 
Skyline Boulevard. 

Sadly, no scenic easements were pur­
chased in San Mateo or anta Clara 
counties. The need for such acquisition 
along the Skyline in an Mateo County 
was reiterated in the Master Plan Study 
of 1958, but stiJl no funds were allo­
cated for Lhis purpose. Today we are 
paying the price for failure to imple-
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ment the suggestions of the planning 
commissions. 

The two major conservation groups in 
the San illateo-Santa Clara County area 
-the Committee for Green Foothills 
and the Loma Prieta Chapter of tbe 
Sierra Club--have undertaken a pro­
gram of "progressive conservation" for 
a Skyline Scenk Highway. The Com­
mittee for Green Foothills prepared a 
comprehensive scenic plan, superimposed 
on a large scale topographical strip map 
about 18 feet long, delineating proposed 
easement and corridor boundaries and 
locating possible park and scenic turn­
out sites. This was accompanied by a 
detailed description of the road and the 
vistas as they unfoM to the traveler, and 
a comprehensive collection of aerial and 
ground photographs. This exhibit was 
presented lo an :\1ateo County, anta 
Clara County, and the towns of Portola 
Valley and Woodside. The information 
was subsequently used by these jurisdic­
tions to initiate the Skyline Boulevard 

cenic Highway study by the state. 
The Sierra Club's Loma Prieta Chap­

ter proposed extension of the route an­
other SO miles to the south. along Sky­
line Boulevard to Route 17 and then 
along ummit Road to Hecker Pass. 
A similar exhibit was assembled from this 
study. T his plan is included in prelimi­
nary consideration of the route of a Ka­
tional Redwood Road and Scenic Trails 

ystem, as proposed recently by Gover­
nor Brown with the support of the De­
partment of the Interior. 

Bolh Lhe Committee for Green Foot­
hills and the Loma Prieta Chapter are in­
dustriously creating the first chain of 
voluntary roadside parks in the area and 
probably in the country. Attorney Paul 
1 . McCloskey, Jr., suggested that pub­
lic facilities should be available now to 
encourage recreational use of the high­
way. A unique partnership between 
landowner, conservation group and coun­
ty has been formed whereby the land­
owner donates the use of a few acres at 
no fee, the Committee for Green Foot­
hills negotiates the lease, stockpiles ma­
terials, and builds fences and waste facil­
ities, the Sierra Club provides money 
and manpower, and the county provides 
picnic tables, signs, and continuing 
main tenance. Two such " parklets'' have 
been constructed and four more have 
been negotiated. The cost per park was 
about $400; the cost to county or stat.e 
would be about 100 times as much. 

The indispensable role of conservalion 
groups in securing official designation of 
State Scenic Highways has been amply 
covered. lt should also be apparent that 
considerable time and research might be 
saved if efforts were conducted by local 

ierra Club chapters and coordinated 
somehow. Senator Farr therefore pro­
posed recently that a "Scenic Highway 
Division" of the Sierra Club be created 
that would assume responsibility for 
this project. A second possibility would 
be simply to assemble a kit of materials 
that would include the Guide of the 

cenic Highway Advisory Committee. 
Sierra Club Policy a11d Standards /or 
National Park and Otlrer Sre11ic Roads, 
information about land values and stand­
ards in areas already included within 
scenic easement districts, the present 
article, perhaps, and a step by step list 
of procedures that must be followed to 
get a road officially designated as a 

cenic Highway. The kit could be 
mailed to each chapter conservation 
chairman and be available on request lo 
others. A kit could probably be pre­
pared and distributed without creating 
a "Scenic Highway Division·• of the 
club, but somebody would have to un­
dertake the work and keep track of 
progress. Senator Farr's idea of a 
"Scenic Highway Division" of the club 
might be Lhe best way to mobilize and 
motivate manpower for the task. l hope 
that his proposal will be considered 
seriously. • 

The potential of State Scenic liigln.va')• 
corridors for hiking and riding trails 
must be vigorously explored. Photo is by 

James Wheeler. 



Is New York's Forest Preserve to be kept 

Forever Wild? 
FARSIGHTED 1 EW YORKERS long ago 

set aside wild forest lands in Lhe 
Adirondacks and Calskills as a Forest 
Preserve. And with still greater fore­
sight, they assured its maintenance in a 
wild state by including a ''Forever Wild"' 
provision in Lhe New York State Con­
stitution. Some knowledgeable conserva­
tionists consider this lhe mosl reliable 
protection the Forest Preserve could 
enjoy. Associate Justice \\'illiam 0. 
Douglas of the U.S. Supreme Court has 
written that "this is far better protection 
than either an agency's regulations or 
a s latute .... Conservationists the coun­
try over should visit the Adirondacks to 
learn from the men and women who 
guard this wonderland how they can 
bring their own w:lderness areas under 
constitutional protection.'' ierra Club 

Board member George l\Iarshall, who 
knows the Adirondacks well and whose 
father. Lewis, helped insure constitu­
tional protection of the Forest Preserve, 
says " T do not believe that as good pro­
tection can be given Lo these unique wil­
derness areas in New York State by 
means of a national park or a national 
forest wilderness area .... What the 
New York State Forest Preserve has that 
no other area of wilderness has is the 
constitutional protection which requires 
action by two legislatures and a referen­
dum for change." 

Existence of the "Forever Wild" pro­
vision of the constitution (Article XIV. 
Section l ) has not meant that conserva­
tionists could breathe easy. The constitu­
tion can be amended by the voters, and 
proposed amendments have threatened 

McIntyre Range and Heart Lake, 
viewed from Mount Jo 
in the Adirondack Forest Preserve 

the integrity of the Forest Preserve be­
fore. During a 1938 Constitutional Con­
vention, no less U1an 14 proposals were 
advanced lhat would have compromised 
the " Forever \Yild" concept. Thanks lo 
Lhe efforts of 58 conservation-minded or­
ganizations, each of the 14 proposals was 
either defeated or withdrawn. Broad­
scale frontal attacks have not succeeded , 
yet, but nibble-to-death tactics by spe­
cial interests have been a constant men­
ace--proposed amendments to permit a 
superhighway, an airstrip, a town dump. 
or a ski facility on Forest Preserve land. 
:\,fosl of Lhese special-interest attacks 
have been beaten off; New York voters 
seem to like their Forest Preserve the 
way it is. 

Despite the voters' devotion to the 
Forest Preserve as-is-of its 2.6 million 
acres about 30 percent is wilderness ac­
cordin1s to the administering agency, the 
state Conservation Department- New 
York conservationists are mobilizing for 
what they fear will be a life-or-death 
struggle to save it. The danger is perhaps 
greater because no one is launching a 
frontal attack on the Forest Preserve or 
the "Forever Wild" concept ; if someone 
were, conservationists could count on 
strong public support. A constitutional 
convention has been called not to under­
mine the Forest Preserve but to modern­
ize a constitution that has become 
obsolete in other ways. lf Lhe Forest Pre­
serve's constitutional protection is de­
stroyed, it will be as an incidental (and 
for the most part, unintended) result of 
Lhe convention being called. lnterests 
with something to gain are almost cer­
tain to advance damaging proposals, 
which, in the confusion produced by the 
redrafting of the state's basic law, will 
escape much of the public attention that 
would otherwise be focused on them. 

Present-day ~ew York conservation­
ists, with the kind of forethought that 
produced the Forest Preserve in the first 
place, recognized the danger early and 
met it head on. Thirty-seven people rep­
resenting more than a dozen hiking and 
conservation organizations, including the 
Sierra Club, metal Rhinebeck on Decem­
ber 4, 1965, to organize the defense of the 
forest Preserve. Out of this and later 
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meetings was formed the Constitutional 
Council for the Forest Preserve, which 
will coordinate the work of participating 
organizations and individuals much as the 
Scenic Hudson Preservation Conference 
has coordinated efforts in defense of 

torm King (see story on page 5). 
1 t might seem that organization of the 

Constitutional Council is premature. The 
constitutional convention will not con­
vene until the spring of 196 7. But dele­
gates will be elected in Kovember of this 
year-and will be nominated by lheir 
political parties on primary election day, 
J une 20. As David ive, Chairman of 
the Allantic Chapter's New York Group, 
reminded the organizational meeting, 
political realities indicate that party 
choices will be determined earlier in 
many informal political meetings and dis­
cussions. The process of choosing con­
vention delegates has already begun. Tf 
conservationists are to influence the se­
lect.ion and the thinking of delegates, for­
mation of the Constitutional Council was 
not premature in the least. 

l"nlike so many issues where conser­
vationists awoke to the danger only .in 
time to make a last-ditch stand, protec­
tors of the Forest Preserve have several 
secondary lines of defense. First, they 
\\'ill try to influence the selection of del­
egates to the constitutional convention 
and assure that as many as possible are 
committed to the " Forever Wild" pro­
vision. l\ ext. they will do their utmost 
to influence the thinking of the dele­
gates elected (and of an already-ap-

pointed temporary comn11ss1on charged 
with making studies and issuing reports). 
And they will do what lhey can to see 
that lhe best possible presentation of 
their case is made at the convention it­
self. Hopefully, the convention will re­
tain the "Forever Wild" constitutional 
protection and the immediate threat will 
he ended. 

If the convention abolishes or com­
promises constitutional protection of the 
Forest Preserve, however, conservation­
ists will have to decide whether they can 
or should fight against ratification of lhe 
new constitulion by the electorate. If the 
new constitution is clearly superior to 
the existing one except for provisions af­
fecting the Forest Preserve, it will pose 
a terrible dilemma for conservationists. 
Let us hope that the Conslilutional 
Council for the Forest Preserve will gain 
enough support and strength, financial 
and otherwise. to settle the matter satis­
factorily at an earlier stage. 

Final organization of the Constitu­
tional Council will take place in i\larcb. 
Temporary officers are David Xewhouse, 
Chairman (Adirondack .:\fountain Club); 
David Sive, Vice Chairman ( Sierra 
Club); Rod Vandivert, Secretary (Scenic 
Hudson Preservation Conference): .:\[a.x­
well Wheat. Treasurer (author of the 
story on torm King in this issue). iiail 
may be addressed to Constitutional 
Council for lhe Forest Preserve, Suite 
1625. 500 FifU1 Avenue, i ewYork, K.Y. 
I 0036. The phone number is 212 OX ford 
5-6204. • 

I & E Conference to Meet March 26-27 
at the Kona Kai Club in San Diego 

An Arrangements Committee headed by 
Aubrey Wendling and Alan Van ·orman 
has announced details of the Sixth Bi­
ennial Information and Education Con­
ference. Tt will be held aturday and 
Sunday, i\Jarch 26-27, at the Kona Kai 
Club on helter ]!;land, San Diego. Sat­
urday, 9 lo 5; Sunday. 9 to noon. 

Stewart Brandborg, Executive Direc­
tor of The Wilderness Society, and Dr. 
·will iri, Sierra Club President, will 
speak at the Saturday night banquet. 
The balance of the conference will con­
sist of panel discussions of internal club 
matters such as publications problems, 
conservation work. outing scheduling, 
the roles of Groups, Chapters, and the 
national office, and proposals for the fu-

lfi 

ture. As indicated by Program Chairman 
Robert ·Marshall in the January Bulletin, 
the hope is that conferees will not merely 
listen but participate actively in the dis­
cussions. 

The registration fee is $2; luncheon 
Saturday, $3.50; aturday banquet, 
$5.50. (Package price of £10 good until 
"l\larch 21.) Send advance registrations 
to .:\Irs. June \Veller, 314 "G" Avenue, 
San Diego, California 92118. Apply to 
.:\1rs. Weller also for overnight hospital­
ity in the home of a Sierra Club family. 
Or for reservations al the Kona Kai 
Club or adjacent Kona [nn, write to :\Ir. 
Kinsey. T & E Con ference, Kona Kai 
Club, 450 Yacht Harbor Drive, San Di­
ego, California 92 106. • 

SAFARI 
for 

BOYS and GIRLS 

Reserv,uions are now being- taken 

lor the two-week summer camp-out 

~al'ari~ fo1 boys and girls. These 

safaris arc motorited adventures to 

intere.~ting places in the Sierra Ne­
vad,i mountains: i.e., Bodi<• (ghost 

t0wn). Brist/1• Cone Pilll'S (oldcst­

known livi ng thi ngs). lJ<'vil's Post­

pill' Nnlional 1\/01111111<•11t (geologi­

cal phenomena), ludit111 Petroglyphs 
(ancient I ndian writing). YosPmite 

Xalio11al P(1rli, etc. 

TRANSPORTATIO - ~pecially 

de~ignccl bw, 

MEALS-chuckwagon and camprirc 

CAl\JPJ G- tents arc prMidcd by 
. ierra Sarari 

SUPERVJSION- direnor~ are ai.­

~i ted b) staff of car<::f11ll y selected 
counselor~: ratio: 5 to I 

ACTI VIT I ES: 

* Lra,·c ling 

* fishing riding 

* gold panning * hikini; 

* swin11ning ;,. exploring 

,.-,,r {11rll1t'r i11(t1n1111rinu and resewatio111. 
('Ill/ or ll'li/t': 

SIERRA SAFARI 
2800 Fulton SL 

San Francisco, Californ.ia 
387-1975 (afler7 P.M.) 



Support Grows for a North Cascades National Park 

THE SENATE C0,'\/1MTTTEE on Interior 
and Insular Affairs held hearings in 

Seattle February 11-12 on the report of 
the North Cascades Study Team (see 
February Bulletin, pages 3-6), which 
recommended the establishment of a na­
tional park in the Torth Cascades of 
Washington State. Of 153 people testify­
ing during the two-day hearings, 95 (or 
62 percent) backed a national park: 58 
advocated continued administration of 
the area by the Forest Service. 

One of the witnesses heard by the 
committee was Sierra Club Conservation 
Director J. :\[icbael l\IcCloskey. Ex­
cerpts from his testimony follow. 

"The ierra Club has had a long as­
sociation with the North Cascades. \Ve 
have been running trips in the area for 
many years, and our Pacific orlhwest 
Chapter knows the area intimately. It 
was this knowledge that produced our 
conclusion that the area's scenic quality 
was not sufficiently protected. Joining 
with our friends in local outing organi­
zations, we have worked now for almost 
a decade to secure a comprehensive fed­
eral study of how this area might best 
be protected. 

'·At hearings held by the tudy Team 
a litlle over two years ago, lhe Sierra 
Club presented its recommendations for 
a North Cascades national park and for 
a North Cascade wilderness. a n Alpine 
Lakes wilderness, and a Cougar Lake 
wilderness. [t joined with the North Cas­
cades Conservation Council and other 
local conservation groups in making 
these recommendations. T hey still repre­
sent our view of the optimum plan for 
administering these key units in the area 
studied by the Team. The tudy Team's 
report, while differing in many of the 
!'pecifics of its recommendations, did, 
nevertheless, include much of the sub­
stance of our recommendations. \Ve are 
anxious to see U1is much of the substance 
move forward toward realization as soon 
as possible. The Team's recommenda­
tions are the basis for a truly significant 
beginning. 

"Thus, the Sierra Club supports the 
establishment of a North Cascades na­
tional park centered on the Eldorado 
Peaks- tehekin region and on the region 
around the Picket Range. This area of 
exceptional quality needs the recogni­
tion and protection that national park 

status can provide. However, an indis­
pensable addition to a national park of 
this configuration is the i\'lt. Baker Rec­
reation Area. T he presently developed 
Mt. Baker area is a logical western entry 
into the northern part of the park and 
has the capacity to absorb heavy recre­
ational pressures. With the addition of 
this unit to the park, there would be no 
reason to intrude upon the wilderness of 
the Picket Range. We strongly oppose 
any compromise of the integrity of the 
wilderness of the present North Cascade 
Primitive Area. There is no place for 
roads, tramways, or helicopters in this 
wilderness. The place for heavy recrea­
tional development is in the 11l. Baker 
area and along the route of the North 
Cross-State Highway 110w under con­
struction. With development in these 
places there is no reason to make mech­
anized access into the Picket Range a 
condition precedent to including the area 
in a national park. 

"One of the surprises of the final 
Study Team report was that no national 
recreation area was recommended. Tn 
their independent reports, boili ilie Na­
tional Park Service and the Forest Serv­
ice suggested the establishment of such 
an area, as did conservation groups ear­
lier in their recommendations. Though a 
national recreation area is not an invio­
late nature sanctuary, the designation 
does provide important recognition for 
outstanding country that will lead to 
improved and uniform protection. As 
much outstanding country that needs 
such protection is omitted from the 
Study Team ·s proposal for a national 
park. it is logical that such an area be 
established. The area should include all 
of the land identified by either the Park 

ervice or the Forest ervice as suitable 
for such a designation and the land iden­
tified by the Park Service and conserva­
tionists as suitable for national park des­
ignation and not included in the final 
park recommendation of the Study 
Team. Designed in this manner. the rec­
reation area would extend around the 
west, south, and east sides of ilie Glacier 
Peak Wilderness Area. ft would also em­
brace the upper half of Lakr Chelan and 
the headwaters of the Twisp River. 
Early \\'inters Creek, and the \\' est Fork 
of the l\1ethow River, and extend up to 
Harts Pass. The administration of such 

a national recreation area could be left 
with the Forest Service, with statutory 
direction that scenery be securely pro­
tected from disfigurement by logging or 
mining. With such protection for the area 
surrounding the Glacier Peak Wilder­
ness, and the enlargement of that wil­
derness recommended by the Study 
Team, the Sierra Club would be willing 
to see Forest Service administration of 
this unit, which it had recommended for 
park status, continue on a trial basis. 
But ilie protection afforded to this unit 
must be improved. I am happy to say 
that the findings of the Study Team on 
timber management provide warrant for 
this judgment. 

"Particularly gratifying in the Study 
Team's report was clear recognition of 
the need for new wilderness areas in 
the Korth Cascades. The Team recom­
mended wilderness units in all of the 
general locations that we had recom­
mended. We are especially glad to see 
wilderness recommended in the Enchant­
ment Lakes and l\J t. Aix areas. However, 
both of these units should be joined with 
adjacent wilderness in the Alpine Lakes 
Limited Area and the Cougar Lake Lim­
ited Area to form larger unified wilder­
nesses. T he National Park Service's re­
port recommended such a unified wilder­
ness in the Alpine Lakes region, and it 
recommended that the Cougar Lake a rea 
and American Ridge area be added to 
1l t. Rainier rational Park. lt classified 
these latter two areas as unique 11atural 
areas in its application of ORRRC zon­
ing. If these two areas are not to be 
added to the park, they should be at 
least accorded the protection of wilder­
ness by ilie Forest Service. These areas 
should be joined with the Mt. Aix area 
through a connection in the Blankenship 
1Ieadows area to form a large U-shaped 
wilderness. :Moreover, the Alp ine Lakes 
wilderness needs boundaries that will 
more adequately protect the de facto 
wilderness north of Snoqualmie Pass and 
along the Middle Fork of the Snoqualmie 
River. The Study Team proposal seems 
to omit eight or more miles of the Cas­
cade crest north of the pass. as well as 
the Lake Dorothy rei:.don. This is splen­
did, rugged country much used by moun­
taineers and hikers. It needs to be put 
off-limits to ever-extending roads and 
logging and mining. 
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Wonderful Companion 
for the Nature Lover 

1 Binoculars 
2 Spotting Scope 
3 Telescope 

YOU GET ALL 3 IN THIS 
NEW COMPACT 
"MONOCULAR" SYSTEM 
The 'BICKY .. ,s on och1evemen1 of Jopon's in• 
comporoble opficol industry. This new 1 0 -power 
instrument comes equipped with pistol-grip hon­
die ond on odjusioble professional-style table-top 
tripod, complete with o 360° two-plone panning 
head. There's even a car window odopier so your 
Monoculor con go along on scenic drives. • The 
" BICKY • is a precision prismatic telescope, indi• 
viduolly collimated and hand finished . Do not 
confuse if with moss -produced tubulor {refraction) 
telescopes. • l O x 30 mm coated Kellner ochro• 
motic oprics. Lightweighf magnesium construction 
throughout. • In oddirion ro the ltelelscope ond 
ihe ottochmenrs you get o nice soh corrylng case 
ond hondstrop, which makes your " BICKY" as 
portable and convenient os a miniature camera 
(5 1/i inches long - weighs less than 7 ozs.) All 
this comes fitted beautifully in a foam-lined gift 
box. • Unless you wont to buy binoculars, and a 
spotring scope complete wirh tripod, and o tele• 
scope - this new " BICKY .. MONOCULAR SYS· 
TEM is on ideal 3 -in-1 instrument for moking ev­
erything oppeor l O times bigger: birds, de2r, out• 
fielders, woterfolls ... The Heavens! 

r - oPEN YOUR EYES TO 10 TIMES MORE-ORDER NOW-, 

Mall lo: HAVERHILL'S, 526 Washington St., I 
San Francisco, callfornla 94111 I 
=:~:::m;:,'L 7: :::,,.~,~~:: 

11
~i"=~~ar S,stem, complete with J 

D I tnclo1< 524.75 plus S 1.00 lo, Pollag, and lnsurantt I 
<Callfomla RHldent.s Add A% Salts Tax> I 
O 8111 OJnrn' Club Actl . = I 
D BIii Amtrlc>n E,pr. Acct. = I 
N•m• I 
Addr•u I 
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" \\'ith respecl to other . tudy Team 
recommendations. the Sierra Club en­
dorses the establishment of an Okano­
gan wilderness, of a Skagit wild river. 
and the addition of 7,000 acres to ~1l. 
Rainier National Park. All are important 
complements to the main recommenda­
tions of the report. 

''Because of the diversity of opinion 
among the members of the Study Team, 
many of the detailed recommendations 
of the final report do not carry the stamp 

of unqualified or unanimous endorse­
menL. In view of this limitation, the Si­
erra Club feels that the report should be 
viewed primarily as a working instru­
ment that Congress can use lo move for­
ward in devising informed solutions for 
the vexing problems of the Korth Cas­
cades. The report does not provide the 
' final word' on the details of solutions, 
but it does provide the background in­
formation and the general judgments 
needed for solutions." • 

Rumors Fly About Administration Plans 
for a Redwood National Park 

A FTER 20 MONTHS of waiting, a mid­
.£1. February date has at last been set 
for the presentation lo Congress of the 
Administration's bill for a redwood na­
tional park. Details will no doubt be 
available before the next Bulletin goes 
to press. At this writing, most indica­
tions are that a 40.000-acre park will be 
proposed in California's Del Norte Coun­
ty. It would be centered on the 'Mill 
Creek basin and include Jedediah Smith 
Redwoods late Park and Del Jorte 
Coast Redwoods State Park. There is a 
possibility that the Administration bill 
may also include token acquisition in 
the vicinity of the world's tallest trees. 
on Redwood Creek. Reportedly, the drafl 
bill will also carry a number of provi­
sions to mitigate any temporary disrup­
tion of the local lumber economy. includ­
ing a plan for payments in lieu of taxes. 
It is expected that Governor Brown of 
California will support the Administra­
tion proposal, despite preferences that 
members of his policy advisory commit­
tee had expressed for other areas. 

President Johnson had been expected 
to reiterate his intention to seek a red­
wood national park in his State of the 
l"nion message. Instead, he used the oc­
casion of his budget message, later in 
January. to state: ' 'T also recommend 
legislation to establish a redwood na­
tional park in northern California. \ \'ith 
some of California's magnificent state 
park lands as a nucleus, and federal ac­
quisition of key adjoining lands, a sub­
stantial area of the redwoods will be 
preserved for future generations .,. The 
President proposed earmarking $IO mil­
lion from the Land and \\'ater Conserva­
tion Fund to acquire acreage in the fiscal 
year beginning July l. Half of this 
amount would come from acquisition 

funds of the National Park ervice and 
the other half from acquisition funds of 
the Forest Service. (If a redwood na­
tional park is not authorized in this ses­
sion, the money will be used for other 
purposes.) Presumably, similar amounts 
would be earmarked by later congresses 
lo raise the $55 million it is estimated 
that a park at :VIill Creek would cost. 

The ierra Club's reaction to the 
change in the site of the proposed park 
from Redwood Creek to i\Iill Creek was 
expressed by \ 'ice President Edgar Way­
burn. \\'riling to the Director of the Bu­
reau of Outdoor Recreation, he said: 

" ll would seem extraordinary for the 
Department of the Jnterior lo discard 
the earlier studies and recommendations 
of the Park ervice and substitute an­
other proposal- without public discus­
sion and without substantial backing 
from the very people who have worked 
the most for a redwood national park, 
and who proposed the idea in the first 
place. 

" \Ye believe that a small national park 
at ~Iill Creek would not only be inade­
quate for the present and future needs 
of the American people, it would en­
danger and eventually destroy a valuable 
state park area which simply cannot sup­
port the development called for. 

" A furt her observation: conservation­
ists are united. Almost every major con­
servation organization in the country ha. 
joined with the Sierra Club in recom­
mending a redwood national park on 
Redwood Creek. These include, among 
many mhers, the rational Parks Asso­
ciation, the Izaak \\'alton League. The 
\\'ilderness Society. the Audubon Soci­
ety, the \\.ildlifc '.\lanagement Institute, 
Citizens for a Redwood Kational Park, 
the Federation of \\·estern Outdoor 



Clubs, Trout Unlimited, and the Public 
Affairs Institute. \\'e know of only one 
conservation organization which favors 
the Mill Creek site-and that one far 
from unanimously. 

" T ime is precious. The battle will be 
that much longer and that much harder 
if the Department ignores the strong 
public support for Redwood Creek and 
the overwhelming evidence that Red­
wood Creek is the proper site for a red­
wood national park.'' 

An indication of public support for 
the 30 (al las t count) bills now before 
the H ouse of Representatives to establish 
a park in the Redwood Creek area is the 
growing number of editorials appearing 
throughout the nation asking for action 
on the Cohelan bill. Forthright editorials 
of this sort have appeared in recent 
weeks in The New York Times, the 
Washington Post, the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer, lhe Chicago American, and the 
D eseret News (Sall Lake City). Tn the 
February issue of Field and Stream, 
Richard Starnes sharply scores the "fail­
ure of Interior and its Park Service to 
act with anything remotely approaching 
the speed the redwood crisis requires." 
He commends Congressman Cohelan and 
the sponsors of companion bills for "re­
fusing to wait out ecretary Udall's gla­
cial pace.'' 

\\"riting in The .\'ew T"ork Times of 
February 13, William M. Blair reported 
that President J ohnson would soon send 
a conservation message to Congress that 
would include a recommendation for a 
redwood national park " in the vicinity of 
Prairie Creek State Redwoods Park," 
which is in the Redwood Creek drainage. 
Thus there were still grounds for hope 
al press time that the Administration 
would, after all, propose a park in the 
area advocated by most conservation 
organizations. Bul the weight of evi­
dence seemed to be on the other side. 

The two quite d ifferent proposals that 
Congress will apparently have before it 
will be confronted by a Chairman of 
the House Committee on Interior and 
Insular Affairs who feels that his sched­
ule Lhis session is too crowded to permit 
consideration of a redwood park bill. 
Chairman Wayne Aspinall has given p ri­
ority to six other park measures in what 
he hopes will be a short election-year 
session. Conservationists, nonetheless, are 
hoping to persuade him to hold early 
hearings on the various bills for a red­
wood national park. • 

Report by Chairman of 
the Sierra Cl uh Council 

~fay 5. 1966, marks the tenth anni­
versary of the founding of the Sierra 
Club Council by the Board of Directors. 
The Council now consists of one rep­
resentative from each of 20 chapters and 
each of 14 major club committees. It 
was noted by the Board at the time the 
Council was formed that "such a repre­
sentative body can greatly assist club 
management by its advice and consid­
ered recommendations to the Board of 
Directors.'' The enabling amendment to 
the club bylaws, Article X (b), Section 
3. states that " the Council shall have 
power to recommend to the Board of Di­
rectors or appropriate commjttee on any 
matter affecting the club and lo act on 
matters delegated to it by the Board of 
Directors.'' 

The first Cbairman of the Council was 
Mrs. Kathy Jackson. he was followed 
by Randal Dickey, Jr., Walter Ward, 
N'ed Robinson, and the incumbent Chair­
man. Each served two one-year terms. 
Over the years the Council has tended to 
specialize on internal matters. And as 
the Board bas gradually delegated au­
thority to the Council, it is becoming ( in 
the words of a past club President) "a 
lower house of club government."' 

This past year the Council has been 
updating and recodifying its own rules 
of procedure, advising the Board on club 
nomination and election procedures, ad­
vising the Bulletin editor regarding 
members' needs that the Bulletin can 
help to fill, attempting to simplify and 
stabilize the procedures by which part 
of the club members' dues are returned 
to the chapters so that more effective 
chapter operations are feasible, review­
ing chapter bylaws in the light of club­
wide experience in order to recommend 
changes where desirable, and in other 
ways helping to enhance the members' 
opportunities to act and be heard within 
the club. The Council has been prepar­
ing a leadership handbook for chapter 
outing leaders a nd a handbook on re­
gional groups to assist in group and 
chapter management. Both of these 
handbooks will be available shortly. The 
Council is studying club structure at the 
request of the Board a nd will " recom­
mend ways and means for organ izing 
the . ierra Club for Ole grealest streng01 

and effectiveness as its membership 
grows in various parts of the country." 
It is also planning a special handbook 
designed to help the member understand 
how the club works, so that whether his 
interests include conservation, mountain­
eering, or outings in general, the mem­
ber can gain the most from the club 
and contribute most effectively to its 
work. 

- RICHARD STLL 

I The editors expect lo publish brief ac­
counts of Council actions from time to 
timr when they are of general inlerest.l 

Voices of Reason 
from Long A go 

and Far Away 
Amen! Americans concerned about air 
and water pollution and related ills will 
feel a bond of sympathy with the mem­
bers of the Council for the Preservation 
o f Rural England, who 35 years ago 
drew up this invocation to be added to 
the church litany: 

" From all destroyers of natural beauty 
in this parish and everywhere: from all 
polluters of earth, air and water; from 
all makers of visible abominations: from 
jerry-builders, cJjsfiguring advertisers, 
road hogs and spreaders of litter ; from 
the villainies of the rapacious a nd the 
incompetence of the stupid: from the 
carelessness of individuals and the som­
nolence of local authorities : from all foul 
smells, noises and sights-good Lord. 
deliver us! 

R eprinted wit!, permission from tlte 
January 1966 Reader·s Digest. 

~_ef t!'~f FoA'l5 
, ,;,,!,;. H for Fun 

9 ' at Low Cost! 
Wh~n you com~ East l11tlud, some clfmblng on the 
hf9ht$t mountalns In No,1husttr11 U. S. TraYel "ll9ht" 
using A.ppalJ.chl,1n Mt. Club Hui$ on Mt. Wa.shln9ton. 
the Presidentlat, Carter and Franconia ran9t5. Spaced an 
tas1 day's hike apJrt thl'y s,,v, the moS1 sctnic moul'lt.Jln 
1ralls '" lh• Whit• MounJ•;n Nallon•I fortst, Enfoy 
mount,Jn hospltallty at thtsf huts wllh dormitory ac• 
commodaliont, 3 wholesome meah , d~ and co11t9t 
boys as your hosts. Co•td, Hots' season: Mld-Junt to 
Mld-StPlembtr. Plnlt:ham N'olch ~mp open year 'round 
r,1tohon• 603..<66-3994, 466-3379 

Write for folder to George Homihon, Mgr. 
Pinkham Notch Ca mp, Gorham, N. H. 
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EoolReviews _____________ _ 
PATHWAY IN THE KY: The Storv 
of the John i\Iuir Trail. By Hal Roth. 
lltustrated, 240 pages. Howell-North 
Books, Berkeley, 1965. $8.50. 

Pathway in the Sky deserves a better 
title. For this book is no romantic treat­
ment of a narrowly restricted subject. 
It is a down-to-earth but enthusiastic 
portrait of the whole Sierra summit 
country. 

Hal Roth's I 70 photographs capturr 
the wonder of intricate close-up and 
sweeping panorama. and even more suc­
cessfully, the warmth and humanity or 
people. His text rarely attempts these 
tasks, and succeeds even less often. Yet 
many people will feel that the text is the 
core of the book.His solidly documented 
and delicately organized. It avoids, quite 
magnificenlly once you've got the hang 
of the thing, a strict and dreary topo­
graphic continuity. First it outlines some 
necessary Sierra history: early white ex­
plorers, the sheepmen, John i\Iuir him­
self, then the story of how the John 
·Muir Trail evolved in the course of 54 
years from a gleam in a boy"s eye into a 
210-mile engineering fact. The body of 
the book consists of more than thirty 
short essays which examine, through 
prisms of deliberately narrow field, dis­
crete facets of the country through which 
the trail passes. The essays are popu­
larly written but generally factual. They 
are well stocked, though never over­
stocked, with figures. They focus sharply 
yet scan far and wide: the geology of 
the Devil 's Postpile. a vetera n packer. 
golden trout, the dangers of stream cross­
ings, glaciation, oldtime Indian traders, 
the Belding ground squirrel, meadow 
ecology, weather, a back-country ranger, 
oxbow lakes, bighorn sheep. The result. 
rather surprisingly. is a book. A coher­
ent whole. A fond but ungushing portrait 
of a wilderness. And running through the 
book's pages is an understanding, deeper 
than mere intellectual knowledge. that 
man must learn, when he touches this 
fragile and irreplaceable wilderness, to 
forbear. The book ends, as it must, with 
a hard-nosed look al the future. 

There are plenty of bonuses for those 
of us who are insatiable snippet collec­
tors. How many of us know that John 
Muir invented and built "one of his­
tory's more drastic alarm clocks, a de-
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vice that dumped its occupant out of bed 
at five o'clock in the morning''? Or that 
he was once visited by Emerson? Or 
more usefully, that a mule deer's aver­
age summer range has a diameter of 
only one-half to three-quarters of a mile? 
Or that a doe winters within a circle 
320 yards across? 

Occasionally, Roth's enthusiasm car­
ries him away. And some of his generali­
zations are perhaps questionable, es­
pecially in the essay on weather ("Snow, 
Silver Pass"). But these are minor 
blemishes. Pathway in the Sky, which is 
excellently printed and produced, re­
mains a thoroughly pleasing contribution 
lo Sierrana. It is a book you can read 
right through, then dip into at lazy ran­
dom, and keep coming back to for 
factual reference. It will certainly tempt 
many unbelievers up into L11e high coun­
trv. But its great value to club members 
will be that after reading it they can re­
turn to the mountains with reopened 
eyes. And that, above all, is surely what 
such a book should do. 

CouN F LETCHER 

ASCEKT: or the Invention of ~loun­
tain Climbing and its Practice. By Jer­
emy Bernstein. 124 paf!,CS. 8 pages of 
p!,otographs. Random Housr, Nn1, Jlork. 
1965. $3.95. 

Ascent appeared recently as a three 
part series in the New Yorker. Though 
the author is not a climber in the usua 1 
sense and says quite frankly that he had 
no " intention of climbing anything dif­
ficult without a guide," his association 
with climbers in Geneva (where he 
worked summers as a physicist ) and a 
chance to visit Chamonix so impressed 
him that he undertook to find out more 
about the sport and the people who 
practice it. 

The first chapter, " The Alternation of 
Hope and Fear," is a mixture of histori­
cal as well as current information about 
Chamonix and the surrounding moun­
tains, culminating in a presentation of 
the first ascent of Mt. Blanc and the 
controversy lhat followed. The second 
chapter is concerned with the adven­
tures of \\"hymper and 1\fummery, and 
the roles they played in the development 
of climbing in Chamonix and Zermatt. 
The third and last chapter is entitled 

''Moi, je suis Optimiste," a direct quote 
from a Chamonix guide who replied 
thus when asked what his feelings were 
toward accidents and death. This sec­
tion is a very disarming account of the 
practice of guided climbing in Cham­
onix; as the author says, "this book 
grew out of my experience with the 
Chamonix guides." He brings out the 
personalities of his guide-companions 
and their families very well. We can be 
grateful for this glimpse of mountaineer­
ing by a capable and observant writer 
outside of the climbing fraternity, as far 
too many American climbers write about 
their experiences in a manner that is 
often pathologically impersonal. 

The author does reveal a lack of un­
derstanding of the often whimsical na­
ture of the mountaineering mind when 
he fails to comprehend why a local res­
taurant is named " le Choucas," that de­
light of the high Aiguilles immortalized 
by Samivel. "Almost as incomprehens­
ible," he goes on to say, " is one feature 
of its decor-a sizable panel of photo­
graphs of climbers and skiers who, a 
guide once told me, "sont presque tous 
morts." The book itself is unattractively 
designed, and was printed with a low 
budget in mind. Though it is written for 
the layman, and does contain material 
that has been covered before, it is none­
theless a charmi ng, personal treatment of 
the subject. 

ALLEN STECK 

WAKDERIKG THROUGH \\"fNTER. 
By Edwin Wa:.v Teate. 370 pages. Illus­
trated. Dodd, Mead & Co., New York, 
1965. $6.50. 

Wandering Th1'011gh Winter is the 
fourth volume in Edwin Way T eale·s 
"natural history of the American sea­
sons." It is the final logbook o( a journey 
that began more than 20 years ago--a 
journey of well over 100,000 miles back 
and forth across the continent. For T eale 
and his wife, the last 20,000-mile leg of 
this journey started at the time of the 
winter solstice at San Diego Bay, and it 
ended north of Caribou, Maine. 

The rewards of observation crowd the 
pages of Teale's writing. Whether he is 
describing the Aowering plants that grow 
in the gypsum dunes of White Sands or 
the taste of sap from Vermont sugar 



\( New in the award-winning American Trails Series JI 
THE 

GREAT 
NORTH 
TRAIL 
by Dan Cushman 

The fascinating s tory of Amer­
ica's 200 million-year-old route 
from Asia to the p la ins of Texas 
- and the men who made it a 
legend. 

It began in ice-a bridge between 
Siberia and Alaska. Across it more 
than 25,000 years ago, trekked an­
imals and people to this country, 

, wandering southward, along the 
Rockies, down into Mexico and 
South America. And a route was 
born - the oldest known path -
the Great North ']}ail. Dan Cush-
man, a native Westerner and a dis- Other books in the 
tinguished writer of Americana, distinguished and applauded 
has created an immense panorama, AMERICAN TRAILS SERIES 

THE describing the great people, theevil Edited by A. B. Guthrie, Jr. 
AMERICAN people, the brawling, blood-thirsty, THE DEVIL'S BACKBONE* 

TRAILS gold-feverish, cattle-driving, home- Jonathon Daniels $6.95 

SERIES steading, whiskey-running men THE OLD POST ROAD 
Stewart H. Holbrook $6.95 

was four times and women who tamed t he wildest 
THE CALIFORNIA TRAIL* 

given the parts of the continent. Today, the George R. Stewart $6.95 

* Award of Great North 'Il·ail is all but obliter- WESTWARD v1s1ON 

Merit of ated by fences, by floods, and even David Lavender $8.95 

The American by the Alcan Highway. But the THE GOLDEN ROAD* 

Association of centuries in between tell a tale of Felix Riesenberg, Jr. $6.95 
State and THE DOOMED ROAD OF EMPIRE 

Local History incredible adventure, and Mr. Hodding Corter s8.95 ~ 
Cushman's account is bursting THE GATHERING OF ZION* I 

At all with the great yarns and with real Wallace Stegner $6.95 

~ookstores::2:J history. $7.95 McGRAW-HILL 9 
c::::=====================================================:: 
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maples, his sensory impressions arc vivid 
and clear. Teale's wide knowledge of the 
natural world adds another dimension to 
his writing. whether he is giving a de­
tailed description of the saguaro cactus 
forest!\ o r the Sonoran Desert or recount­
ing the strange and humorous habits of 
Lbe roadrunner. Throughout T eale's book 
there is a constant concern for all forms 
of Ii fe. His descriptions of man's 
slaughter o f the Gray 'Whales or the 
ruthless bounty killing of Bald Eagles 
are well chosen examples of wanton dis­
regard for the lives of oilier animals and 
for the ecological balance of nature. 

Yet Teale does nol preach to his read­
ers; he does not say "do this and you'll 
be sorry." l nstead, he simply states what 
has happened and what is happening. 
T his leaves readers to make their own 
choice. On the one hand, there is the 
natural world of wonder to study, to en­
joy, and to pass on to future generations. 
If we do this, it is possible that our 
country " may be remembered for its 
great system of national parks as older 
civilizations are remembered for their 
pyramids and aqueducts." On the other 
hand. there is our tendency lo destroy 
and scar lhe land a nd make it an ugly 
world that festers the body and corrupts 
the mind. T he choice is ours; Teale only 
clarifies the alternatives. 

'·The seeming death of winter is but 
an illusion," Teale writes. ' 'The appar­
ent conquest of the season is only tem­
porary." So it is that man should look 
upon the seeming conquest of the land 
by ugliness as only temporary, a long 
winter of ignorance. :Man still has a 
chance for a springtime of intelligence 
and beauty. 

FEROL ECAN 

THE APPALACHIANS. By Maurice 
Brooks, 346 pages. illustrated. H ough­
ton Mifflin Company, Boston, 19n5. 
$6.95. 

Mr. Brooks is a naturalist of wide 
background, and it is the naturalist's 
view of the Appalachians that he pre­
sents--at times as a geologist , at others 
as a botanist or a zoologist. The picture 
that emerges of this great sweep of high­
lands, from the Shicksbock Range in 
the Gaspe Peninsula down into Alabama, 
is a vivid one giving the reader new per­
spective in fascinating and varied detail. 
Brooks' ability to express himself well 
must be appreciated by his students in 
wildlife management at the University 
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of \\'est Virginia, and his enthusiasm 
must be contagious. His skill as a teach­
er is illustrated in the second chapter, 
where ''a layman's approach to geology 
and topography" is presented with great 
clarity and spiced wiLb humor. 

There is a fundamental appeal in hear­
ing of uniqueness, an appeal which 
Brooks uses to advantage in describing 
the "specialties" of the Appalachians. 
The deciduous broadleafed forest tha t 
covers much of the southern Appalach­
ians is the most varied a nd most exten­
sive in Ute world. Within it, and near 
it. are many olher unique natural won­
ders. 

This book is easy to read and well 
organized, with an excellent index. 
Though not a guidebook, it could be 
used most fruitfully in planning a trip. 
An interesting chapter on mountain 
crafts and abundant sketches and photo­
graphs round out this excellent volume. 

New Englanders who know their hill 
country well may feel that the northern 
Appalachians have been slighted. One 
chapter deals with the alpine gardens 
and birds of the Mt. Washington area, 
but there are relatively few references 
to northern Appalachia from then on. 
The Appalachian Trail is described en­
thusiastically, but so is U1e kyline 
Drive and the road lo the summit o f )It. 

Washington ; the reader is left with the 
impression that almost everything 
worth seeing can be viewed from a car. 
fn his effort to picture the country as 
accessible to enjoyment by many, Brooks 
fails to point out how vulnerable it is lo 
change. 

'' Nature is adept al healing scars," 
writes Brooks, "and if left undisturbed 
for 100 years, our woodlands will appear 
as virginal as they ever were." But un­
der pressures for economic development 
to relieve pockets of poverty, and for 
scenic highways a nd recreational devel­
opments for vacationing hordes, how 
can we expect any land in Appalachia to 
be left undisturbed for 100 years? The 
knowledgeable natura list's v iewpoin t 
should be included in planning for fu­
ture development along with those of 
highway engineers and recreation ex­
perts. Tf naturalists do not raise their 
voices, Lhe Appalachian specialties Lbat 
Brookes describes so well will all be 
squeezed out of existence. 

A BIGAIL AVER\' 

Accomplished 
scholarship 
with a 
puckish 
spirit 

HUMAN NATURE 
IN GEOGRAPHY 
Fourteen Papers, 1925-1965 
by JOHN 
KIRTLAND WRIGHT 
A man whose life-long work 
has added immeasurably to 
the understanding of geog­
raphy shares his mature re­
flections on the role of human 
emotions, motives, and be­
havior in its history. He roves 
delightfully from an account 
of the methods used to meas­
ure mountain h eights to a 
conside1·ation of the geogra­
phy of demonology and the 
debt Coleridge's imagery in 
J(ubla Khan owes to an 18th 
century book of Floridian 
travels. We are taken, as J. 
Russell Whitaker says in his 
Foreword, on "a personally 
conducted tour of the cathe­
dral of learning that geogra­
phers have built, by one who 
has had a significant part in 
its construction .... We see a 
geographical scholar at seri­
ous work and at the same time 
at play, his findings shot 
through with the joyful antics 
of an adventurous, imagina­
tive mind." Illustrated. $10.00 

CLIMATIC CHANGE 
Edited by 

Harlow Shapley 
Why climate changes and 
what its changes do to the 
earth and living things. This 
fascinating book is " replete 
with data and ideas of far­
reaching significance. " ­
American Scientist . IJJu s­
trated. 4th Printing. $7.00 

HARVARD 
UNIVERSITY PRESS 
79 Garden Street 
Cambridge, Mass. 02138 



cf:etters ________________ _ 
TR£ HL:.\1 ''THE WASTED Wooos'' is power­
ful propaganda against destructive logging 
practices. The emotional content seems justi­
fied, buL is il necessary, lo make an emo­
tional impact. that we be inallentivc lo de­
tail, to the exact truth we accuse the other 
side of ignoring? 

For instance, a redwood tree does not 
take l000 years or more to mature. The 
statement, "In Oregon during the past ten 
years the proportion of the total cut com­
ing from private lands has decreased 43 
percent, and the proportion of the total cut 
coming from national forest lands has in­
creased by l3i percent" has the brassy ring 
of the meaningless statistic. These are tricks 
we should be above using; we should not 
need them. Why neglect reason when reason 
will support us? 

'·The Wasted Woods" is a sloppy argu­
ment, even after Lhc changes noted in the 
October Bulletin. We ought lo be able to 
make our statements without holes and 
loose ends for our critics to rip and ravel. 

BARBARA J. COLLINS 
Berkeley, Calif. 

["The Wasted Woods" was created by 011 

independent producer, not the Sierra Club. 
hr respo11se to criticism from lumber iudus­
try sources, a special screening was ar­
ranged for the club's Board of Directors. 
The Board reacted e11tlt11siaslically, i11str11cl­
ing the staff ( 1) to verify the accuracy of 
sei·eral miuor points and make any clia11ges 
that see1ned advisable, (2) lo add the Sierra 
Club's official imprimatur to copies circu­
lated by the club, a11d (3) to seek tlte 
widest possible distrib11No11 of the fi/111.J 

l T TAKES REAL EFFRONTERY lo make a hor­
rible mistake look like a wonderful thing. 
This litlle failure of the Bureau of Recla­
mation lo foresee the effect of inadequate 
drainage in the Wellton-Mohawk itrigalion 
area led lhem to pump ground water to 
lower the waler table. But the waler the 
Bureau pumped was other saline waler at 
depths of 10-50 feet below the surface (be­
low the infiltrated irrigation water). This 
dumped salL to Mexico, which screamed. So 
the U.S. bears the cost of bypassing the 
pumped saline through a new canal. The 
new canal is now hailed as a great accom­
plishment of the Bureau of Reclamation. 

Somebody ought to make an example out 
of this "unforeseen difficulty" whkb damn 
well might have been foreseen. 

AME WrrHIIELD 
Washington, D.C. 

[The above letter was received from an 
mrimpeacl,able authority whose a11011ymity 
11111st be respected.] 

THE :.\IACX[FICENT BOOK, 10h11 J,Juir a11d 
the Sierra Club, a rrives at a time when I am 
trying to write Christmas lellcrs, but I can­
not keep my hands off of it. I have not read 
all of it, but 1 have read enough to convince 
me that there has been nothing equal lo it 
so far as "The Battle for Yosemite" is con­
cerned. It is going lo count heavily in es­
tablishing some facts in Yosemite history 
lhal have been misinterpreted (or ignored) 
by a number of writers through the years. 

Occasionally I am called upon lo write 
something in the field you have covered. 
Just recently I prepared a talk that touched 
upon the Hetcb Helchy steal. Your chap­
ters will simplify any such tasks I may 
undertake in the future. The entire makeup 
of the book bespeaks quality. Both the 

ierra. Club and the author should feel very 
happy about it. 

CARL R USSELL 
Orinda, Calif. 

[Mr. Russell was Superi11te11de11t of Yo­
semite National Park from 1947 to 1952.] 

I AM A MEl\tBER of the Sierra Club and con­
cur in the basic motives of the club, but do 
not concur with the presumption that people 
who take trail cycles into the wilderness 
butcher 'the fish and game, destroy trees, 
terrorize horses and nature lovers, and gen­
emlly foul up the landscape. 

Motorcyclists of the Hell's Angels variety 
are not interested in wheeled vehicles that 
are limited to len mph wide open in low 
gear, which is the usual way of lravcling up 
the narrow trails. Leather jackets, switch­
blade knives, sideburns and green teeth are 
not the escutcheon of the trail rider. 

It is my understanding that trail riders 
are quite tolerant of horses and mules in 
the wilderness in spite of the horse flies, 
eaUng of grass and foliage, and the manure 
problem. 

The trail cycle is the only way the aver­
age man can go far into the wilderness with 
a limited time and limited finances. It is 
my feeling that the wilderness is for aU lo 
enjoy and not the few sensitive individuals 
who are offended by the presence of those 
who are not pure in heart. 

If I.he editor feels that he should not 
share his wilderness area with trail cycles, 
then perhaps he will favor a segregated wil­
derness with separate but equal faclilies. 

DAVID L. ICHELS0N, M.D. 
Menlo Park, Calif. 

[T!te editor, who rides a motorbike to work, 
agrees that it is possible for a motorcyclist to 
be pure i11 lre11rt. The club's ,Policy 011 off­
road use of motor vehicles makes 110 moral 
j11d1:me11ts. It simply co11te11ds that off-road 

1Jeliic11/ar travel seriously damages the wil­
derness e11viro11111e11t and destroys-for bike 
rider 1111d 11011-rider 11like-a11ythi11g describ­
able as a tme wildemess e.r.perie11ce. As for 
trail cycles befog the 011/y economical 111ea11s 
of wildenress travel, lite 011ti11g am101111ce­
me11ts hr tlte February issue prove tl,e co11-
trary.] 

I WAS PLEASED ro SEE included in the Sep­
tember Bulletiu a mention of the conserva­
tion education aids that are now available 
from the club. 

In regard lo the booklet, So111.e Sugges­
tio11s for TeaclLi11g about Wilderness a11d 
IJ?ildla11ds Parks, the Executive Committee 
of the Pacific Northwest Chapter wishes it 
lo be known that one copy of the booklet is 
free lo any teacher on request; additional 
copies, $1. Our chapter is most anxious to 
gel this publication into the hands of 
teachers. A recent meeting of the Executive 
Committee voled to provide one of the 
other chapters with the requested number 
of copies at cost, which I believe was esti­
mated LO be between 40 and SO cents. This 
same offer would apply to other chapters 
of the club also, I am sure. 

KATHERIN£ N. ADAM 

Conservation Education Committee 
Pacific Northwest Chapter 

The editors will give prefere11ce, as a rnle, 
to letters that express controversial opiil­
io11s, //rat off er additional i1t/or111atio11, or 
that correct the errors that i11~vitabty crop 
up i11 tile Bulletin from time to time. 

CO:-!CERNINC CHANCES OF ADDRESS 
We are sometimes asked, particularly by 

J1111ior ii,[ embers i11 school or college, lo 
make temporary changes of address and 
switclt back automatically to the original 
address after a certain period of time. We 
regret that we are not equipped to handle 
such requests. Notice of change of address 
must be received prior to each move. Three 
weeks is required for the processing of 
changes. 

l t slrould be noted also that the Bulletin 
is se11t by second class mail, whiclt is 110/ 
forwarded by the Post ODice 1111/ess tire ad­
dressee specifically requests it to do so. 
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'Washi~ Office Report ________ _ 
Secretary of Agriculture Orville Freeman has been holding 

a sedes of small luncheons with Washington representatives 
of conservation organizations as invited guests. At the lunch­
eon l attend.eel. the ecretary was accompanied by Assistant 
Secretary Baker, Chief Edward Cliff of the Forest Service, a 
Department public relations officer, and assistant heads of the 
Soil Conservation ervice and the Extension Service. The 

ecretary and his staff answered questions frankly, and on 
some matters, supplied new information or a new perspective 
on the Department's policies. Tf these luncheons are continued, 
and used as a means of keeping conservationists informed, they 
may well have Jong-lasting effect. 

One of the subjects discussed at length at the luncheon was 
the progress of reporting on the 34 Primitive Areas to be con­
sidered for reclassification under the Wilderness Act. Under 
the law, Lhe work is lo be finished by eptember, 1974. Be­
cause of the unexpected speed with which the Geological Sur­
vey has made its initial mineral surveys, the Departments of 
Agriculture and Interior are now in agreement that the work 
can be completed, and the reports sent to Congress, by Sep­
tember, 1971. Jf this date can be achieved, the Congress would 
have three years lo review the las t of the recommendations. 

The schedule of mineral examinations now appears like this . 
The Geological Survey has completed its examination of the 
following units : San Rafael in California, Mt. Jefferson in 
Oregon, Spanish Peaks in Montana, Flat Tops in Colorado. 
High l.:intas in Utah, Stratified in Wyoming, and Sycamore 
Canyon in Arizona. By July, 1966, the Survey expects to com­
plete examination of the l\It. Baldy and Pine Mountain units 
in Arizona, and Devil Canyon-Bear Canyon in California. By 
December, 1966, it expects to complete its examination of 
three more areas: Desolation Valley and Ventana in Califor­
nia, and Upper Rio Grande in Colorado. Beyond 1966 the 
Survey has no estimated completion elates, but it has work 
scheduled (or 1967 in the Uncompahgre in Colorado, the 
North Cascades in Washington, and the Tdaho Primitive Area 
in that state. 

On the bas is of this schedule, Chief Cliff announced that 
the Forest Service will plan hearings before the spring of 196 7 
on the following areas ( not necessarily in this order) : Mt. 
Jefferson, Spanish Peaks. Flat Tops, High U intas, Stratified, 
Sycamore Canyon, Mt. Baldy, Pine Mountain, and Devil 
Canyon-Bear Canyon. 

The Forest Service has recently issued a new edition of 
its booklet, "Skiing the t{ational Forests." Jt may be obtained 

from the Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402 , for 20 cents. There are 169 ski areas wholly or partly 
in national forests. T he Forest Service estimates that four­
fifths of all the ski developments in the west are in national 
forests. In addition to the ski developments, the booklet shows 
that many other areas, including old logging roads and open 
slopes, offer excellent possibilities for skiing. 

ln the light or such in formation, it is understandable that 
the Forest Service, speaking through the Secretary of Agri­
culture, has stood its ground against the development of San 
Gorgonio. The Department has formally reported its opposi­
tion Lo the bins to exclude a portion of the San Gorgonio 
Wilderness Area to provide for "family winter recreational 
use .. , This report seems to have decided Chairman Wayne 
Aspinall not to call up for committee action the bill by Repre­
sentative Johnson (R.R. 8176) and the various companion 
bills by other Representatives from California. My best judg­
ment is that the bills are dead for this Congress. 

On the legislative front the greatest activity has been in 
support of a redwood nalional park. For several weeks it was 
understood that the Administration bill, with a special mes­
sage from the President, would be sent to Congress on Febru­
ary J 0. The President's trip to Honolulu obviously caused a 
new postponement. 

Faced with U1is stalemate, the Sierra Club, with the enthusi­
astic support of Representative Cohelan, bas sought nation­
wide support of its proposal. Twenty-nine members of the 
House, including nine from California, have introduced bills 
[as of February 14] that would enact the club's proposal. I 
find it difficult to decide who deserves the more credit: the 
nine Congressmen from California who have asserted their 
independence, or the 20 from other states, as far away as 
New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, who see the preser­
vation of the redwoods as a national issue. These are the Cali­
fornia Representatives who have introduced our bill : Cohelan, 
Burton, Roybal, Dyal, Resnick, Edwards, Moss, Miller, Leg­
gett. The Representatives from other states whose names I 
believe should be on this roll of honor are Saylor, Reuss, 
Scheuer, Dingell, Farnum, King, Udall, Moorhead, Yates, 
Dow, Hawkins, O'H ara (Michigan) , Anderson, T hompson, 
Ottinger, Conyers, Bingham, Olson (Montana), Vivian. 

In the Senate, by the time this Bulletin is being read, I am 
confident that we shall have a companion bill, sponsored initi­
ally by Senator ~letcal f. 

- WILLIAM Znn.rnRMAN, JR. 




