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Yosemite Observes 100th Anniversary

A significant milestone in the fascinating his-
tory of Yosemite National Park is the ap-
proaching 100th Anniversary of white man’s
efiective discovery of Yosemite Valley in
the spring of 1851.

On March 25, 1851, Major James D. Sav-
age and a part of his Mariposa Battalion of
volunteer cavalry composed of miners and
other early settlers entered Yosemite Valley
over approximately the route followed later
by the Chowchilla Mountain Road and the
old Wawona Road over Inspiration Point.
The party. consisting of two companies un-
der the command of Captains John Boling
and William Dill, camped that night near
the foot of Bridalveil Fall at a site now
marked with a bronze plaque commemorat-
ing the expedition, and especially honoring
Dr. Lafayette H. Bunnell, participant and
chronicler of the event.

The following day the camp of the discov-
ery party was moved to the mouth of Indian
Canyon near the present Yosemite Museum.
and the day was spent in exploring the val-
ley. Only one Indian, an aged squaw. was
found left behind by her fleeing tribesmen.
Nothing was accomplished by the first expe-
dition in the way of subduing the Yosemite
Indians, but in May 1851, Captain John
Boling and his company revisited the place.
established camp in the valley. made forays
against the Yosemites and succeeded in cap-
turing a large part of the band on the shores
of Tenaya Lake. after which the Indians
were taken out and placed on a reservation
on the Fresno River.

In the fall of 1833. the J. R. Walker party
crossed the Sierra Nevada from the east;
undoubtedly some of its members looked
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down into the valley from a point near the
top of Yosemite Falls. However, the effec-
tive discovery and exploration was not ac-
complished until years later with the coming
of the Mariposa Battalion.

So important is the part that Savage
played in the history of the Yosemite that a
California Centennials Commission plaque
referring to the story of Savage and his
dealings with the Indians will be erected this
spring near the site of one of the Savage
trading posts—the confluence of the South
Fork and Merced Rivers on the All-Year
Highway.

All-Year Highway Bulletin

Damage to the All-Year Highway within
Yosemite National Park which was caused
by the floods of last November is being
rapidly repaired. according to Superinten-
dent Carl P. Russell. A considerable amount
of repair work needs to be done at Windy
Point, between the Park boundary and Arch
Rock. The road is being cut back into the
cliff, and much blasting is necessary. There-
fore the road is closed between 1:30 p.m.
and 5:00 p.m. daily (Monday through Fri-
day) until further notice.
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Mass MouxTaAINEERING—The new Soviet tech-
nique of assaults in mass seems to be spreading.
Thus we learn from the evening newspapers of
October 10, that an attempt to climb Popoca-
tepetl was recently made by a party of no less
than 3,000 climbers. This was evidently no rash
undertaking, because the death rate was kept as
low as 0.04 per cent, whilst the total casualty
rate was only 0.84 per cent. Such figures com-
pare favourably with those in many common
epidemics.—T he Alpine Annual, 1950
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