
There are two big challenges facing
us right now:  high energy prices and
the need to curb climate change.
We're all being squeezed by record gas prices
that are also driving up the costs of food and
anything else that is transported to stores.
Home energy bills are rising. Oil companies
continue to reap record profits and get huge
tax breaks from the U.S. government. We still
rely on foreign countries for oil.

The good news is that we can save money
and do our part to cut global-warming pollu-
tion by being more efficient and investing in
renewables -- as individuals, in our local com-
munities, and as a nation. Even better, a move
toward clean energy will be the driver that
will transform our economy, create and keep
good jobs, generate new investment and
business opportunities, and gain oil inde-
pendence for our country. The technology ex-
ists and many people are already realizing the
savings and reaping the benefits. This is not
some pie-in-the-sky, next generation solu-
tion! With the same can-do spirit that trans-
formed our economy during WWII and won
the war, we can do it.

Check the facts, then see the chart on the
back of this page to find out exactly how
much you can save by getting more efficient.
Roll up your sleeves!

� According to the U.S. Department of En-
ergy, the cost of heating, cooling, and
lighting our homes and workplaces could
be cut by up to 80% or more just by using
the "off-the-shelf" technologies available
today. It's at our fingertips! 

� PricewaterhouseCoopers reports that in
2007, clean energy technology -– which
includes energy efficiency -– was the
fastest growing category of venture in-
vesting in the U.S.

� The American Wind Energy Association
notes that the U.S. wind power industry
installed 5,244 megawatts in 2007, ex-
panding the nation's total wind power
generating capacity by 45% in one year
and injecting an investment of more than
$9 billion into the economy.

� The solar industry added more than 300
megawatts of capacity last year, accord-
ing to the Solar Energy Industries Associ-
ation. And the Wall Street Journal wrote
in January that, "(Solar power) [a]dditions
are expected to roughly double this year.
Large commercial solar installations now
exceed home installations in California,
reversing a long-term pattern and likely a
bellwether for other states."

� American cities are seeing real results
right now: The City of Denver now saves
$218,000 annually after it replaced all
traffic lights with LEDs. Dane County,
Wisconsin, now saves $150,000 each
year after installing more efficient light-
ing and heating systems in its govern-
ment buildings. In Pennsylvania,
Governor Ed Rendell said investments in
clean energy have created 3,000 new
jobs in the renewable energy sector
since 2003. 

� Looking to the future, a study from the
Blue-Green Alliance reports that requir-
ing 20% of our country's electricity
come from renewable sources by 2020
would create 820,000 jobs across the
country. A report from the Union of Con-
cerned Scientists notes that if the U.S.
had that kind of renewable electricity
standard it would create $94.3 billion in
new capital investment, income to farm-
ers, ranchers, and rural landowners, and
in new local tax revenues.

Save Money (and the Planet)
with Efficiency, Renewables

Explore, enjoy, and protect the planet

Find out more at:
www.sierraclub.org/wecandoit

Be Green,
Save Green.
Turning down the thermostat
one degree in the winter can
save you 3% on your electricity
bill. Drying clothes on a line or
rack can save you $80 in a year,
increasing to more than $500
over five years. Replacing 10 reg-
ular light bulbs in your home
with compact fluorescent lights
(CFLs) would net you savings of
$92 in one year.
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