
The devastation caused by Indonesia's illegal logging goes far
beyond deforestation.  In the absence of strong trade laws, those who
profit unfairly from free trade will continue to wipe out jobs in
America's timber and paper industries. Current free trade policies
jeopardize communities, the environment and working families in
the U.S. and abroad.

That's why the Blue Green Alliance is rallying support for
changes to America's trade laws.     We've petitioned the
Department of Commerce urging the government to levy duties on
foreign paper companies that rely on illegal logging to undercut
responsible companies in the marketplace.

We need y our help!   
•  Contact your Member of Congress and tell them that Free Trade
should not mean illegal trade and that we  need meaningful and
binding labor rights and environmental standards in all trade
agreements , as well as specific and prohibitions against illegal
logging .  

•  Strengthen U.S. trade laws to eliminate the unfair trade
advantage that makes rampant illegal environmental practices
so profitable for foreign producers.

For mor e inf or mation:
visit us at www.bluegreenalliance.org

or contact us at:
info@greenlabor.org

or
Blue Green Alliance

c/o USW District #11
2929 University Ave. SE, #150

Minneapolis, MN 55414
612-623-8003

David Foster, Executive Director





llegal logging has devastating environmental and
social impacts. According to the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,

30% of global warming pollution is from deforesta-
tion. Trees store high amounts of carbon, so unsus-
tainable logging destroys a cost-effective way of
reducing the carbon that enters the atmosphere.

Illegal logging also increases the risk of dead-
ly landslides, depresses timber prices worldwide, and
deprives governments of much-needed tax revenue.

Indonesia contains 10% of the world's remain-
ing tropical forests, including some of the most bio-
logically diverse natural systems on the planet, and
illegal logging places these valuable ecosystems at
risk. Indonesia's national parks and protected areas
are being illegally logged at breakneck speed in order
to feed U.S. and global demand for paper and wood
products. 

A recent study by United Nations Environ-
mental Program found that up to 88% of Indonesia's

logging is done illegally. Though Indonesia's govern-
ment has banned the export of logs, illegal logging is
too lucrative for legislation alone to solve the prob-
lem. 

Wiping Out U .S. Jobs 
Current globalization rules which allow com-

panies to locate in countries where labor and environ-
mental protections are weak or non-existent add to
the devastation.   Workers in developing countries
labor under oftentimes brutal conditions while pre-
cious natural resources are decimated.  In the U.S.,
workers and companies are not able to compete on
such a playing field and are hit especially hard.
Because illegal loggers do not pay fees to their gov-
ernment or pay the market price for the trees they cut,
they are able to sell their products for less than legiti-
mate timber companies. 

The U.S. timber industry estimates annual
losses of $1 billion due to decreased exports and
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depressed timber prices. Ten U.S. producers of coat-
ed free sheet have shut down plants since 2002, wip-
ing out nearly 2,900 jobs, because they cannot com-
pete with the artificially low prices of paper made
from illegal timber.

The problems of illegal logging stretch far
beyond Indonesia.  A year-long Washington Post
investigation in China, Russia, Indonesia, Burma,
Thailand, Singapore and the United States revealed
that "some of the largest swaths of natural forest left
on the planet are being dismantled at an alarming
pace to feed a global wood-processing industry cen-
tered in coastal China."

Blue Green Alliance Tak es Action
As the world's largest importer of wood prod-

ucts, the U.S. fuels the demand for illegal timber.
Free trade should not mean illegal trade, yet access
to our markets allows illegal loggers to profit heavily
from their crimes.  The Blue Green Alliance, a

strategic partnership between the Sierra Club and the
United Steelworkers, is fighting to combat illegal
logging and unfair trade practices in a variety of
ways, including ensuring that U.S. trade agreements
protect worker's rights and the environment.

In addition, the Blue Green Alliance has peti-
tioned the U.S. Department of Commerce to impose
tariffs on paper imported from China and Indonesia
on the basis that these countries subsidize their paper
industries through weak or non-existent labor and
environmental laws. The combination of poorly
enforced timber laws, weak banking regulations, and
below-value timber concessions in Indonesia act as
subsidies that encourage unsustainable logging prac-
tices. 

The European Union is negotiating an agree-
ment with Indonesia to ensure that it only purchases
legally harvested timber.  U.S. paper companies,
their workers and those committed to combating
global warming deserve nothing less.


