
4. Denver Union Station, Colorado
Government and citizen groups are wor king together to redevel-
op and preserve Den ver’s historic Union Station and the sur-
rounding 18.5 acres for affordable housing , retail and offices . The
station would ser ve light rail, commuter rail, Amtrak,bus , a clean-
fuel downtown shuttle, bicycles, taxis and pedestrians and eventu-
ally be linked to the Den ver International Airport by rail.

5 .Pu rple Line, Wa s h i n g to n , D. C . – Ma ry l a n d – Vi rg i n i a
The Purple Line, a circular rail line around Washington, D.C., would
roughly parallel the Capital Belt way, connecting the existing lines
of the Me t ro sys tem and the inner suburbs of Vi rginia and
Maryland. New stations would be added at employment, retail and
residential centers. The Purple Line would generate about 230,000
daily trips, help alleviate the region’s traffic congestion—now the
second worst in the nation—and reduce air pollution.

6. Kissimmee–Deland Commuter Rail, Florida
This 55-mile commuter-rail service connecting Kissimmee and
Deland would run on existing freight routes through four counties
during morning and e vening rush hours . It would car ry six to 10
times as many commuters as one lane of I-4 and would eliminate
the need to build another bridge across S t. John’s River.

7. Primary Corridor, Hawaii
The 32.2-mile bus rapid transit system would carry 46,000 passen-
gers a day to 31 stops between downtown Honolulu, Pearl Harbor,
the University of Hawaii and area beaches.The project would serve
8,613 low-income households within a half-mile of the stops , and
would reduce air pollutants by more than a third. More than 50
percent of the island ’s population and 80 percent of the island ’s
jobs are located along the transit route.

8. New Orleans Canal Streetcar Line, Louisiana
The five-mile Canal Streetcar Line will provide cleaner transporta-
tion than the bus service it replaces and connect the t wo existing
light-rail lines (St. Charles and Riverfront lines). Ridership is expect-
ed to reach 31,400 passengers every weekday and 5,300 daily new
riders for the forecast year 2015. The project will benefit around
5,900 low-income households within a half-mile of the line’s pro-
posed stations.

9. North–South Rail Link, Massachusetts
Co n n e cting the two co m m u ter rail sys tems that curre ntly te rm i n ate
at Bo s to n’s No rth and South St at i o n s, the one-mile co n n e ction wo u l d
a l l ow Amt ra k’s successful No rtheast Co rridor Acela high-speed ra i l
s e rv i ce to extend through the city to Ma i n e,New Ha m p s h i re,Ve rm o nt
and Ca n a d a . It would also co n n e ct communities to the nort h ,s o u t h
and west of the city,and re m ove 24,000 cars a day from the ro a d s.

10.Hia watha Light-Rail Line, Minnesota
The 17-stop, 11.6-mile light-rail line will connect the three largest
areas of development in the Minneapolis and Bloomington region
and promote development on land already ser ved by transit . The
Hiawatha stations are located close to 217,430 jobs, and the
regional transportation plan expects the line to serve 10 per cent
of regional travelers by 2025.

11. Missoula in Motion, Montana
“Missoula in Mo t i o n” is a fe d e rally funded ince nt i ves prog ram fo r
co m m u ters who pledge to get to wo rk by any means other than
alone in a car at least one day a we e k .This includes bus tra n s i t, va n-
poo l i n g, ca rpoo l i n g, cyc l i n g,wa l king and te l e co m m u t i n g. Re s i d e nt s
who join the “Way to Go ! ”Club are cove red by the Gu a ra nteed Ri d e
Home Prog ra m , and they can track their commuting be h av i o r
online and learn how much ca r bon dioxide and other po l l u t a nt s
t h ey have kept from the air by leaving their car be h i n d.

1. Anchorage Commuter Rail, Alaska
A nearly co m p l e ted train station at the An c h o rage Ai rpo rt will
a l l ow to u rists to travel to the airpo rt dire ctly from the po rt of
Sewa rd. The pro posed Pa l m e r – Wa s i l l a – An c h o rage co m m u ter ra i l
line would provide additional dire ct serv i ce from dow ntow n
An c h o rage to the airpo rt. The pro j e ct would pro te ct we t l a n d s
near the airpo rt from being paved over for parking lots, re d u ce
t raffic and air po l l u t i o n , and provide public-transit access to
the 10,000 jobs at the airpo rt,which could help those maki n g
the transition from we l f a re to wo rk .

2 .College Avenue Bi cyc l e / Pe d e s t rian Bri d g e,
Ari zona 
As part of the U.S.60 reno vation project, the Arizona Department
of Transportation is replacing the 30-year-old College Avenue
bridge with a new bridge which will be more accessible for users ,
including people with bic ycles, wheelchairs and strollers . College
Avenue is the most highly tr aveled bikeway in Arizona. The city of
Tempe and ADOT staff involved lo cal residents in the design
process through a neighborho od workshop.

3. California High-Speed Rail
A high-speed rail system could initially go from San Francisco to
Los Angeles, and later extend to San Diego and Sacramento—700
miles total, at speeds of up to 220 miles per hour . With stations in
transit-served cities and at air ports, it could reduce the need for
widening highways and expanding the San Francisco and Oakland
airports. Operating on Caltrain tracks bet ween San Jose and San
Francisco would save costs for both rail systems and increase con-
nectivity between state and regional bus and rail systems. Funding
to complete the current planning process is needed to understand
the impacts and feasibility of a future high-speed rail system.

T RA N S P O RTATION SOLUTIONS 
FOR THE 21ST CENTURY

41. Paseo del Norte Extension, New Mexico
This six-lane highway through Pe t roglyph National Mo n u m e nt
would ca rry a pro j e cted 24,000 vehicles per day and desecrate a
p l a ce of spiritual impo rt a n ce to Nat i ve Am e ri ca n s. The park co n-
tains more than 15,000 pe t roglyphs (pre h i s to ric and histo ric Indian
religious rock drawings) that are sacred to the Pueblos People of
New Mex i co. The highway would co n n e ct the city to a 19,000-unit
housing deve l o p m e nt to be co n s t ru cted west of the park .

42. Eastern Corridor Highway (U.S.32), Ohio
For decades citizens have wor ked to protect Cincinnati’s Little
Miami River, which received a N ational Wild and Scenic River des -
ignation in 1980. This $77 million,10-mile , four- to six-lane high -
way and bridge would worsen water, air and noise pollution,
increase traffic congestion and spr awl,and threa ten this rare and
natural treasure. Transportation alternatives such as light rail and
expanded bus service would decrease congestion, cost less in the
long run and protect the river.

43. Mon-Fayette Expressway and Southern
Beltway, Pennsylvania
A 105-mile, $3.2 billion pro j e ct alre a dy under co n s t ru ct i o n , Mo n -
Faye t te Ex p re s s way will run from Pi t t s b u rgh to Ch e at La ke, We s t
Vi rg i n i a , and the So u t h e rn Be l tway will co n n e ct the Mo n - Faye t te to
Pi t t s b u rg h . It will pull jobs and dive rt inve s t m e nt from Pi t t s b u rg h’s
rev i t a l i zed dow ntown into the ru ral areas along the new highway.
H u n d reds of miles of farm l a n d, wate r s h e d s, s t reams and lakes will
be destroye d, including five miles along the Monongahela Ri ve r.

44.Highw ay 840 Loop, Tennessee
The $1 billion loop around Nashville will destroy the rural land -
scape of central Tennessee while doing little to relie ve traffic con-
gestion in the cit y. Local citizens ha ve won an injunction against
further construction on the southern half of the loop because of
insufficient environmental review and research into alternatives.

45. Grand Parkway Highway, Texas
Texans are kn own for thinking big, and the Texas De p a rt m e nt of

Tra n s po rt ation is no exce p t i o n . Pe rhaps the worst of seve ral enor-
mous pro posed highway pro j e cts is the $4 billion,177-mile Gra n d

Pa rkway, a fo u rth be l tway for Ho u s to n ,t h at would slice thro u g h
w i l d l i fe habitat in La ke Ho u s ton and Bra zos Bend state park s

and the bird - rich Katy Pra i ri e. It would also destroy some of
the last wetlands and bo t tomland hardwoods near the city.

Major malls, two huge landfills and numerous planned
communities have been announced along the ro u te

a l re a dy. The pro j e ct would pull the city’s re s i d e nt s —
along with its tax and job base—into the suburbs and

worsen Ho u s to n’s seve re air pollution pro b l e m .

46.U.S. Route 29 Bypass, Virginia
The six-mile, four-lane highway bypass will acce l e rate sprawl fro m
Ch a rl o t te s v i l l e’s ce nter and increase congestion and traffic on the Rt.2 9
co rri d o r.The U.S.E PA cites runoff po l l u t i o n , re s e rvoir siltation and haz-
a rdous spills as major co n ce rn s.A po te ntial future co n n e ction with I-83
would further destroy the ru ral landsca pe of the surrounding co u nt i e s.
I n s te a d, e nv i ro n m e ntal groups suppo rt a sys tem of ove rpasses at key
i nte r s e ctions that would ease long-te rm co n g e s t i o n .

47. Chittenden County Circumferential Highway,
Vermont
Ignoring public wishes for maintenance of existing roads, planners
are pushing for a 16-mile, four-lane bypass around Burlington that
will increase congestion and contribute to air pollution. Vermont
and Chittenden Coun ty are dangerously close to violating provi-
sions of the Clean Air Act, and autos account for most of the pollu-
t i o n . Co u nty and Me t ro politan Planning Org a n i z ation officials
admit the bypass will encourage sprawl and drain money from
other needed improvement projects.

4 8 .U . S . 395 No rth Spo kane Co rri d o r, Wa s h i n g to n
This 13-mile pro j e ct, co n n e cting I-90, U . S .2 , and U.S. 3 9 5 ,i n c l u d e s
s u b s t a ntial widening of I-90 through the heart of Spo ka n e. It will
d i s p l a ce over 500 houses and 1,000 businesses, m a ny in histo ri c
and low - i n come neighbo rh ood s.The pro j e ct will ensure the loss of
p rime farm l a n d, wetlands and fo re s ted are a s, worsen the city’s seri-
ous air pollution problems and induce sprawl into ru ral are a s.

49. WIS 164 Widening, Wisconsin
The proposed widening of WIS 164 through a landscape of farm-
land and forests will encourage sprawling new subdivisions along
its length in Waukesha and Washington counties. Slated to begin
construction in 2003,it will degrade up to 49 acres of wetlands and
farmland and eat up the habitat of the Butler’s gar ter snak e, a
threatened species.The project will also hinder efforts to complete
the Ice Age hiking trail and increase protection of threatened land
in Kettle Moraine.

31. South Lawrence Traffic Way, Kansas
Th ree of the four pro posed ro u tes of the South Law re n ce Traffic Way,
a bypass to co n n e ct I-70 and K-10, would run through the 583-acre
Ba ker We t l a n d s, which hold histo ric impo rt a n ce for area Nat i ve
Am e ri ca n s. The Kansas De p a rt m e nt of Tra n s po rt ation admits the
bypass will not ease co n g e s t i o n .The state ranks 4th in the nation fo r
n u m ber of highway miles,although it is 34th in po p u l ation and 15th
in size. O n e - t h i rd of Ka n s a s’s roads are in poor or medioc re co n d i-
t i o n . Activists wa nt to see inve s t m e nt in mainte n a n ce of ex i s t i n g

roads first.

3 2 .I - 6 6 , Ke nt u c ky
This pro posed inte r s t ate through ru ral Ke nt u c ky wo u l d

cut through Mammoth Cave National Pa rk and the Da n i e l
Boone National Fo re s t, wiping out valuable farmland in its pat h .
Deve l o pers are alre a dy jostling for land ri g hts at the inte r-
changes and announcing plans for a series of industrial deve l o p-
m e nt ce nters along the way. A coalition of local groups is fight-
ing the highway and would like to see needed improve m e nts on
existing roads inste a d.

33. Louisiana Highway 3241, Louisiana
Exacerbating sprawl,air and w ater quality problems, the proposed
four-lane, 20-mile highw ay connecting C ovington and B ogalusa
would also destroy 382 acres of wetlands. A light-rail line connect-
ing the parish with New Orleans would better serve the rural area,
yet no transit alternatives are being considered.The benefits of the
project remain unclear as the state has failed to conduct a study to
determine a need for this highway.

34. Woodrow Wilson Bridge, Maryland–Virginia
The 12-lane replacement drawbridge across the Potomac River
between Maryland and Virginia will be wider than the eight-lane
Capital Beltway it connects . Planners favor using two of the lanes
for high-occupancy vehicles instead of a transit line that would
double the bridge capacit y, connect existing Metro stations and
provide transit to a minority community. Construction has been
stalled because of cost overruns beyond the $2.5 billion budget.

35. Washington Street Corridor, Massachusetts
Si n ce the 1987 shutd own and re p l a ce m e nt of an elevated rail line
by a “te m po ra ry,” s l owe r, diesel bus line, t ransit ridership in the
densely po p u l ated 2.5-mile co rridor south of dow ntown Bo s to n
has plummete d. Now the transit authori ty is pro posing the “Si l ve r
L i n e,”a bus ro u te that will be more ex pe n s i ve than the rail line that
has been promised for 15 ye a r s. Ne i g h bo rh ood org a n i z ations are
p ro testing this pro posal as inadequate and unfair to the low -
i n co m e, l ow - ca r - ow n e r s h i p, m i n o ri ty co m m u n i t i e s. The pro j e ct has
be come the symbol of tra n s po rt ation disinve s t m e nt among co m-
munities of color in Bo s to n ,who wa nt a dire ct co n n e ction back into
the subway sys tem with the non-polluting light - rail Green Line.

36. Hartman–Hammond Road and Bridge,
Michigan
This Traverse Ci ty pro j e ct would fill more than five acres of we t l a n d s
and destroy a blue-ri b bon trout stre a m . Eve ry day, 27,000 noisy, po l-
luting cars would pass through the town ent ra n ce on La ke
Mi c h i g a n .The local town council opposes the pro j e ct and a co a l i t i o n
of gro u p s, re p re s e nting 23,000 Michigan citize n s, is pro posing a
“Sm a rt - Ro a d s” plan that calls for improving existing road co n n e c-
t i o n s, u pg rading public tra n s i t, and providing space for cycling and
wa l ki n g.

37. Page Avenue Extension, Missouri
The 10-lane fre eway extension over the Mi s s o u ri Ri ver would go
t h rough St.Louise and St.Ch a rles co u nties and slice across Creve Coe u r
La ke Me m o rial Pa rk .The pro j e ct, which could cost $1 billion, will gob-
ble up over one third of the fe d e ral tra n s po rt ation funds for the are a .
Mi s s o u ri ranks second in the nation in deficient bri d g e s,and 75 pe rce nt
of all state roads and bridges in St.Louis are in poor co n d i t i o n .

38. Raleigh Outer Loop, North Carolina
Ra l e i g h’s 71-mile, $1.2 billion second be l tway, which would be the
co u nty’s biggest road pro j e ct eve r, would destroy acres of we t l a n d s,
along with the co u nty’s ru ral chara cte r.Deve l o pers and re a l tors plan
to co n s t ru ct sprawling deve l o p m e nts and have been selling pro p-
e rty in ant i c i p ation of the loo p.The estimated 150,000 vehicles trav-
eling on the road daily would have negat i ve impacts on air and
water quality, o pen space, congestion and health.

39. Manchester Airport Access Road, New
Hampshire
The two-mile, four-lane highway and bridge o ver the Mer rimack
River would destr oy 1,000 acres of wildlife habitat, 36 acres of
farmland, 34 homes and businesses , and perching habitat for 21
bald eagles. Ac co rding to New Ha m p s h i re De p a rt m e nt of
Transportation studies , seven out of 13 intersections along the
new road would be congested by 2015. Less than half that would
be congested if existing roadways were upgraded instead.

40.U.S.95 Widening, Nevada
Adding lanes to U.S.95 from the Spaghetti Bowl to C raig Road
would increase daily car traffic by an additional 80,000 cars by
2020. It would destroy historic parts of Las Vegas that contain cen-
tury-old cottonwood trees and artifacts dating back to 500 AD.The
U.S.EPA has recommended other traffic relief efforts for the area,
such as expanding the Citizen Area Transit bus system and car
pooling programs and improving existing roads.

26. Northwest Parkway, Colorado
This $500 million project would complete a looping highw ay and
open up more than 11,000 acres of open space to development,
much of it already planned in anticipation of the highway. A
recently released report sho ws that the loop would not solve the
city’s traffic woes and that in 20 years congestion would be worse
because of travelers attracted by the road.

27. Upper Manatee River Road, Florida
The six-lane bridge co n n e cting Up per Ma n atee Ri ver Road to Fo rt
Hamer would ruin part of the Up per Ma n atee Ri ver and enco u ra g e
s p rawl around Tampa and St. Pe te r s b u rg.An additional 40,000 cars a
d ay would travel through the are a . Thanks to strong co m m u-
n i ty oppo s i t i o n , co u nty officials are co n s i d e ring scaling back
the pro j e ct.

1 2 . Ch a rl o t te Area Transit Sys te m , No rth Ca ro l i n a
Within 25 years , the Charlotte A rea Transit S ystem aims to site a
public transit stop or station within half a mile of every county res-
ident by in tegrating light rail, commuter rail and buses through
five major transportation cor ridors. Rapid transit will pr ovide the
fastest, easiest and safest alternative for travel across town or
across the region,and community circulator buses will connect
neighborhoods between corridors. The transit impr ovement pro-
gram will work closely with land-planning departments to ensur e
that transit facilities encourage responsible development.

13. Cleveland–Columbus–Cincinnati High-Speed
Rail, Ohio
The 258-mile “ 3 - C” h i g h - s peed rail pro j e ct would link Cl eve l a n d,
Co l u m b u s, Day to n , Sp ri n gfield and Ci n c i n n ati with passenger ra i l
s e rv i ce. The line would include stops at shopping ce nters and re s i-
d e ntial areas to make it a co nve n i e nt alte rn at i ve to dri v i n g. It wo u l d
p ro te ct Oh i o’s farmland by decreasing the need to expand the high-
way sys te m . Annual ridership is pro j e cted to be 1.2 million by 2010.

16.TR AX Light-Rail Lines, Utah
Utah’s first North–South TRAX line opened in 1999 to welcome
20,000 daily riders, well over the projec ted 13,000 passengers per
day. The University Line is the first spur. Several other spurs are
planned to be built in the next f ew years , and the Utah Transit
Authority will also build a commuter-rail line that will run much of
the length of the populous Wasatch Front.

17. Route 50 Traffic Calming, Virginia
Community residents and lo cal groups in Loudoun Coun ty have
created a traffic-calming plan for 20 miles of Route 50 that will
reduce speeding and aggressive driving and allow safer access for
pedestrians and motorists . Features include raised intersections
and crosswalks , landscaping and impr oved visual mar kers. Local
government, police, fire departments and businesses all support
the simple and inexpensive plan.

18. Main Street Station, Virginia
Ri c h m o n d’s histo ric Main St reet St ation will be re s to red to a tra n s-
po rt ation ce nter fe at u ring seamless links for high-speed ra i l ,i nte r -
c i ty ra i l ,t ro l l ey, co m m u ter light ra i l ,b u s, t a x i ,a i rpo rt shuttle, b i cyc l e
and pe d e s t rian tra f f i c. The pro j e ct is pro j e cted to increase tra n s i t
ridership by 300 pe rce nt over the next 20 ye a r s. Mo re than 6,100
pe rm a n e nt jobs will be cre ated and more than 730 new houses will
be built in the surrounding area by 2015.

24. South Mountain Corridor, Arizona
A planned highway, running bet ween the South and Estralla
Mountains that separ ate Phoenix and Ahw atukee, would worsen
air quality in the already smoggy valley region. The continued
a u to - o ri e nted deve l o p m e nt of the region not only destroys
wildlife habitat and spurs suburban spr awl,but also threa tens the
sacred sites of the Gila River Indian Communit y.

2 5 . Ri ve r s i d e – O range Co u nty Co rri d o r, Ca l i fo rn i a
The proposed 15- to 20-mile corridor would cut through the Santa
Ana Mountains and Cleveland N ational Forest , habitat for the
California mountain lion. It would destr oy open spac e, threaten
farmland and open up rural areas to sprawling de velopments.
Many Orange County leaders want to explore other options such
as adding express and business-class bus service on the existing
Highway 91 toll lanes , expanding Metrolink service and creating
reversible lanes.

28. Northern Arc, Georgia
This proposed 50-mile , four-lane highw ay would be sited more
than 20 miles outside of I-285, Atlanta’s existing beltway. It would
pull jobs and housing a way from existing cities and towns, com-
plete the circle of pa vement around Lake Alla toona and destr oy
about 3,500 acres of wildlife habitat. A coalition of community
groups would like to see the funds for the Northern Arc used to fix
the existing road system and improve transit options.

29. Route 53/I-355 Tollway Extension, Illinois
The 25-mile,$1 billion extension of Route 53 in Lake County would
destroy 69 wetlands—several of which provide habitat for endan-
gered species—and pollute 7,000 acres of water resour ces and
more than 5,700 acres of natural and recreational land . An Illinois
Department of Transportation study found that traffic would swell
by more than 75 percent on five major highways in the area due to
newly attracted drivers.

30.I-69 Expansion,Indiana
The 140-mile e xtension of I-69 would run from Indianapolis to
Evansville and close 40 to 50 local roads . The highw ay would
bisect the P atoka National Wildlife Refuge;destr oy 5,000 acres
of farmland, wetlands and forest;and split the lo cal 495-family
Amish settlement. A coalition of local farmers, businesspeople,
elected officials, conservationists and taxpayer groups oppos-
es the project in fa vor of upgrading Highw ay 41 and I-70 a t
less than half the cost.
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19. Kenosha–Racine–Milwaukee Commuter Rail,
Wisconsin
The 33-mile extension of Ch i cago Me t ra would share ex i s t i n g
f re i g ht rail tra c k ,s e rve more than 5,000 daily riders and co n n e ct the
densely po p u l ate d, rapidly developing communities along the
Wi s consin lake f ro nt be tween Kenosha and Mi l wa u ke e.Stops wo u l d
be designed to allow passengers multiple transit options, i n c l u d i n g
l ocal and regional buses, shuttles and taxis.

20. Park East Elevated Freeway Removal,
Wisconsin
The removal of this ele vated highway spur, remnant of an aban -
doned free way, will open 26 acres for redevelopment and is
expected to yield more than $250 million in new in vestment. The
redevelopment plan calls for a mix of new housing , offices, shops,
entertainment venues and open green spac e.

14. Portland FlexCar, Oregon
Al re a dy a leader in smart - g rowth deve l o p m e nt, O regon co ntinues to
pioneer innovat i ve prog rams that enhance transit serv i ce.In Po rt l a n d,
m o re than 1,000 Fl ex Car members share 35 ve h i c l e s,which are spre a d
out at co nve n i e nt locat i o n s, such as transit stat i o n s, t h ro u g hout the
c i ty.It frees people to take transit to wo rk ,and then use Fl ex Car for pe r-
sonal erra n d s.Each Fl ex Car re p l a ces about six cars on the ro a d.

15. Main Street Light-Rail Line, Texas
A 7.5-mile light - rail line will provide an affo rdable alte rn at i ve fo r
Ho u s ton re s i d e nt s, who curre ntly have the highest tra n s po rt at i o n
costs of any U.S. c i ty and po l l u ted air that ri vals Los An g e l e s.The clean-
e n e rgy pro j e ct will cre ate the only rail transit in Ho u s to n .
It is pro j e cted to spur $500 million to $1 billion in economic deve l o p-

ment along its path. It will open its doors in 2004 and carry an 
e s t i m ated 10 to 13 million passengers annually by 2020.

2 2 . Pa rks and Glenn Highway Inte rc h a n g e, Al a s ka
Located 40 miles north of Anchorage, in Matanuska–Susitna,this
$50 million interchange will destroy habitat used by moose , birds
and other wildlife, as well as wetlands that constitute some of the
most pr oductive habitat for silver salmon in the state. The pr o-
posed $28 million rail commuter service (see Project #1) would
cost half as much and pr ovide the community with both conges -
tion relief and transportation choices.

23. Tuscaloosa Eastern Bypass, Alabama
The Tuscaloosa Bypass would threa ten one of Hur ricane C reek’s
most unspoiled areas called the M-Bend Cl i f fs. The Al a b a m a
Department of Transportation plans to put the bypass along the
M-Bend area,which would destr oy the pristine beauty of this sp e-
cial place full of waterways, caves and natural resour ces. Citizen
activists are asking the ADOT to move the bypass to an already

impacted area.

CAUTION! W RONG WAY

s traffic and smog continue t o
degrade quality of life for mil -
lions of Americans, visionary
communities are turning to

alternative transportation choices , such as
modern commuter trains , clean bus lines ,
vanpools, bike paths and safe side walks to
i m p rove quality of life. By focusing on
moving people rather than autos, these
communities are pulling commuters out of
traffic jams by giving them more choices in
how they get to work.

Un fo rt u n ate l y, m a ny of our public officials
co ntinue to suppo rt an unbalance d
a p p roach to tra n s po rt ation planning.
Ex pe n s i ve and inefficient tra n s po rt at i o n
p ro j e cts that offer only a short - te rm solu-
tion re ce i ve the lion’s share of taxpaye r
f u n d i n g. These pro j e cts gobble up our
f a rmland and nat u ral open space s, i n c re a s e
s m og, p ro m o te poo rly planned, s p raw l i n g
d eve l o p m e nt s, and often increase the tra f-
fic problems they are supposed to fix.

This map samples some of the best and
worst transportation projects in America.
From simple community-based initiatives
to large-scale projects with billion-dollar
budgets, it is a glimpse of what is happen -
ing with tra n s po rt ation planning in
Am e ri ca . It shows the many diffe re nt
approaches we can take to solve our trans-
portation challenges and the vastly differ-
ent directions our planning can take us .

21. Rebuilding Manhattan, New York
New Yo rk Ci ty has begun the planning process to

rebuild the tra n s po rt ation sys tem around Gro u n d

Ze ro. Ma ny co m m u ters and officials are hoping the city

will expand and mod e rn i ze the Lower Ma n h attan tra n-

sit sys te m . A new station near the Wo rld Trade Ce nte r

s i te would provide access to three other rail lines, PAT H

and an underg round co n course and co n n e ct to a

planned subway hub at Fu l ton St re e t. The vision also

includes redesigning the South Fe rry so it be t ter co n-

n e cts with other fe rry locations and extending Lo n g

Island Rail Road to Lower Ma n h at t a n . These  upg ra d e s

would co n n e ct the subway lines in dow ntow n

Ma n h attan and improve acce s s, e f f i c i e n cy and co nve n-

i e n ce for the millions of daily co m m u ters and to u ri s t s.

Co m peting plans call for only re p a i ring what wa s

d e s t roye d.
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