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T H E  P E S S AMIULNUT W E R E  D I S POSSESSED A T  T H E  P R O F IT O F  H Y D RO -QUE BEC



: I t  w as s trictly forbidden for F i r st  Nations  t o   h i re lawyers to   
d e fend t heir r i ghts i n c ourt.

: Aboriginal r i ghts t o   f i sh for  food and  for  cultural   pur poses w ere
f i nal ly r ecognized b y  t he  Supreme C ourt  o f   Canada.  Infringement of   
a boriginal r i ghts could b e justif ied i f :

- T he  l east  a mo unt o f   h arm i s d o ne .
- F a ir c o mpensation  i s p a id t o   t he   a bo rigina l g r o up.

T HE   GO VE RNME NT’S   RE MARKABLE   E FFICIENCY  IN  

O VE RST E PPING  PE SSAMIT ’S   ANCE ST RAL  AND  T RE AT IES 

RIG HT S  T O   PRO MO T E   E CO NO MIC  DE VE LO PME NT

T H E  G O V E R N M E NT  O F  Q U E B E C  A N D  H Y D R O - Q U E B E C  H A V E  N E V E R  M E T  T H E S E  

C O N D I T I O NS.   M O R E O V E R ,  Q U E B E C   R E G A R D E D  T H E   J U D G M E N T A S  N O T   

R E L E V A NT  T O  T H E  P R O V I N C E



: T he  S u preme Court  o f   Canada  contradi cted Quebec’s hi storical position   
a n d  conf irmed t hat Fi rst  Nations  possess a ncestral   r i ghts i n  t he   Pr ovince .

: Quebec’s c hronic r e luctance   t o   n egociate a   f a ir-minded s ettlement .

T HE   GO VE RNME NT’S   RE MARKABLE   E FFICIENCY  IN  

O VE RST E PPING  PE SSAMIT ’S   ANCE ST RAL  AND  T RE AT IES 

RIG HT S  T O   PRO MO T E   E CO NO MIC  DE VE LO PME NT



T HE BET SI A MITES  
R I VER :

A  f ormer 
productive  

s a lmon r i ver.

S almon ha s b een t he  
Pessamiulnt’s m ain 
t raditional s ummer

f ood s ince t ime 
i mmemorial .



T H E  B E R S I M I S H Y D R O E L E C T R I C C O M P L E X – H Q

- Bersimis - completed in  :  MW
- Bersimis - completed in  :  MW

B O T H  F A C I L I T I E S  B U I L T :    

• W i t hou t i m p act  a s s ess ment s t ud ies .

• W i t hou t P e ssamit ’ s c o nsent .

• W i t hou t c o m pens at i on .

• F l o o dd ing m i l es ²  o f  h u nt i ng g r o u nd s.

• D i s r upt i ng .  l i near m i l es  o f  p r i me s a l mo n
h a bita t .

• C a u s ing l o s s o f  s u s tai nably e x p loi ted t r a di t io na l
f o o d .

• I n f ri ng ing Pe ssamit ’ s c u l tur al  v a l u es.

• B e ach ing c o nst i tut i onal o b l iga t io ns  a nd  t r e at ies .    

Watershed limit

St-Lawrence River

308 sq.miles reservoir

16 sq. miles reservoir

Betsiamites River



BE RSIMIS-

PO WER 

ST ATION AND 

DAM  AT

MILE . O F 

BE TSIAMITES 

RIVER




