New Mexico Sierrans take action to study how Pesticides are linked to Parkinson's Disease

In early 2012, Sierra Club members in the Las Cruces Group in New Mexico, organized the Pesticides/Parkinson's Disease Project.  It is now called the “Parkinson’s Prevention Committee”.   They were inspired by an article in the Jan. 2012 issue of SIERRA Magazine: “Parkinson’s Alley”. The article described how people exposed to agricultural pesticides in the Central Valley were developing Parkinsons’s Disease.  This publicity about the problem led legislators in California to propose some solutions.   In 2013 New Mexico Sierrans, working with Chapter staff, successfully assisted legislators who introduced House Memorial 42 before the New Mexico legislature to study what is known about pesticide exposures and Parkinson’s Disease. It also supports federal action to authorize the CDC to gather data on Parkinson’s. After the Memorial was adopted the activists provided scientific information for this study which found that the state receives little information about actual pesticide uses. 

Parkinson’s Prevention Committee members and others is Las Cruces, New Mexico are doing many things to educate the public about the hazards posed by pesticide use.   They share information at public events and organized a Farms and Gardens Tour to share information about organic and sustainable agriculture. For more on their work see:  http://www.pdsgsnm.org/pesticides-pd/

Here is an excellent article about this project from the New Mexico Chapter newsletter.  
http://nmsierraclub.org/parkinsons-disease-pesticide-link-memorial

Other national organizations such as Natural Resources Defense Council and Physicians for Social Responsibility are concerned about the strong associations between pesticides and Parkinson's Disease.  http://www.nrdc.org/health/kids/farm/chap1.asp; http://action.psr.org/site/DocServer/Emerging_Links_Parkinson_s_Disease.pdf?docID=702

