Sierra Club’s years of work to publicize the hazards of formaldehyde is finally seeing progress. The National Academy of Sciences has concluded that formaldehyde can cause three rare forms of cancer.

After Hurricane Katrina, Sierra Club volunteers Becky Gillette and Mary DeVany and the local Sierra Club to assist displaced residents sickened by formaldehyde contamination of their government-issued trailers.  Sierra Club began testing the trailers and advocating for change which would help ensure that such poisonings would never happen again - in trailers or anywhere else.

Sierra Club Factsheet: Toxic Trailers? Tests Reveal High Formaldehyde Levels In FEMA Trailers

Sierra Club testing in 2008 showed that 88 percent of FEMA trailers tested in Mississippi, Louisiana and Alabama had levels of formaldehyde above the recommended limit of 0.10ppm for short term exposure. Using limits recommended for long term exposure, none of the trailers were safe. This exposes tens of thousands of occupants to the potential for health impacts including watery eyes, burning sensations of the eyes, nose, and throat, coughing, wheezing, nausea, and skin rashes. Especially vulnerable are mothers, children and the elderly, who tend to spend more time in the trailers. Download the factsheet.

EPA Agrees to Study Methods to Reduce Formaldehyde in Homes, Offices, and Schools 

In response to a petition from Sierra Club, 24 other organizations and more than 5,000 individuals representing every state in the country, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) agreed to conduct a four-part investigation of formaldehyde in our homes, schools and offices.
The outcome was disappointing.

 In summary, information in the petition and otherwise available to EPA, including health effects, exposure, and economic information, is inadequate to support an evaluation of whether there is an unreasonable risk under TSCA. Therefore, EPA is not granting the specific request in the petition to commence a proceeding under TSCA section 6 to impose the GARB formaldehyde ATCM nationwide.  EPA decision

In 2011, the National Academy of Sciences criticized the EPA’s report on formaldehyde for being unclear. The chemical industry then used that critique to delay dozens of other ongoing evaluations of potentially toxic chemicals. But on Friday, August 8, 2014, the academy issued a second report, which found in effect that government scientists were right all along when they concluded that formaldehyde can cause three rare forms of cancer. 

National Academy of Sciences concludes that formaldehyde can cause three rare forms of cancer.
http://www.publicintegrity.org/2014/08/08/15224/national-academy-sciences-agrees-epa-formaldehyde-causes-cancer


