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Join a Conservation 
Team and Make 
a Difference . 
by Eric Uram, JMC Conservation Chair 

In August, the John Muir Chapter voted to 
create statewide issue teams for our conser­
vation priorities of reducing global warm­
ing and protecting water resources. These 
teams were created to improve our coordi­
nation and effectiveness as we tackle 
inuncnse conservation challenges over the 
next year. We are looking for volunteers 
interested in these issues to join the teams 
described below. People who j oin will 
receive training, aitend regular meetings, 
write Action Alerts and editorials, partici­
pate in Conservation Lobby Day, and attend 
public hearings and other events as needed. 
They will also have the opportunity to help 
shape and carry out our Chapter's conserva­
tion plans. 

Wisconsin is at the threshold of passing 
comprehensive climate change legislation 
and implementing the Great Lakes 
Compact. Decisions made now will affect 
our stnte for generat ions to come. Please 
consider helping out by joining one of our 
conservation teams: 

Protecting Wisconsin's Climate. To 
reduce the threat of global warming, the 
John Muir Chapter pledges to work with 
organizational, government and private 
partners to ensure we all do our part to 
lower greenhouse gas emissions. The 
fast est, most economical way to accomplish 
this is to improve energy efficiency and 
conservation. We must reduce our overde­
pendence on coal and other fossil fuel s t11at 
threaten our climate and public health. We 
must continue to expand and develop 
renewable energy resources such as solar, 
wind, and biomass in an environmentally 
responsible manner. We must improve our 
transportation options by expanding mass · 
transit and decreasing sprawl. We must con­
tinue to work with Labor to reinvigorate 
Wisconsin 's economy by developing green 
jobs in areas such as manufacturing renew­
able energy components and retrolitting 
homes and other buildings to improve ener­
gy efficiency. We can create a clean energy 
future in Wisconsin that will benefit our cli­
mate and economy. But we musttak!! action 
NOW to avoid the worst effects of global 
wanning. 

Enj oying and Enhancing Wisconsin 's 
Waters. To protect our invaluable water 
resources, the John Muir Chapter pledges 
to work toward t11e adoption of' wise use, 
conservation, and proper treatment and 

Attend Conserva•ion lobby Day 

preservation practices while balancing per­
sonal, industrial, and agricultural needs. 
Wisconsin is shaped by the water that sur­
rounds it, flows through it, and lies beneath 
it. It is home to the headwaters of the Great 
Lakes and the Mississippi River, over 
15,000 Jakes, 12,600 rivers and streams, 
and countless smaller creekS. Millions of 
people reside on the shores of the upper 
Great Lakes and t11e upper Mississippi 
River. Wiscon~in residents have depended 
on clean water for thousands of years - for 
wildlife habitat, drinking water, agricultur­
al irrigation, industrial" applications. and 
recreation. Our responsibility is to sustain 
these water resources and what tl~ey pro­
vide for future generations. 

Please contact t11e John Muir Chapter with 
any questions and let us know if you are 
interested in helping out by contacting our 
office at (608) 256-0565 or . e111ailing 
eric. uram@ sierraclub.org. 

Eric Uram lives in Madison and 
belongs to the Four Lakes Group. 
He operates Headwater 
Consulting, a finn committed 
to improving water quality 
and controlling pollution. 

J oin citizens from throughout Wisconsin for Conse rvation Lobby Day on Wednesday. 
February 25, at the Monona Terrace . in Madison from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The day is 
sponsored by Wisconsin League of Conservation Voters which works with the Sierra Club , 
and many other partners to shape our priorities. As a result of this process. the 
conservation community voted to prioritize the following four critical issues for the 
2009-10 Legislative Session: 

• Adopting a strong statewide plan to address global warming 
• Creating standards for safe agricultural, industrial & municipal was te-spreading. 
• Developing sta tewide standards to protect our drinking water 
• Restoring independence to the DNA Secre tary 

This is your chance to te ll your sta te legislators why you care about clean a ir, 
clean and abundant drinking water, and resilient habitats. (In 2008 over 500 
people re presenting the Sie rra Club and over 1 00 other groups traveled 
through a s nowstorm to participate! ) Be sure to identify yourself as a Sierra 
Club member when you register at: 
www.thedatabank.com/dpg/273/personal2.asp?newsesslon=1&formid=lobbydaylcv 



FROM THE 
CHAIR 

feel a strong sense of unease at the 
economic situati.on facing our 
nation and state, a state of affairs 
that will strongly color what we can 
·effectively accomplish in the next 
few years. As a country we face a 
deficit of hundreds of billions of 

by Jim Steffens, Chair 
Jolm Muir Chapter 

jjstejf@ mhtc.net 

One cannot help but have very mixed emo­
tions at this time. One the one hand I am 
elated that we have elected a President who 
shares many of the values and concerns of 
the environmental community, and who­
even before assuming office-is an exam­
ple to the global community that a nation 
can overcome racial. intolerance. Senator 
McCain shared some of our concerns but 
because of a negative campaign it w~ 
impossible to tell if he would have acted out 
of conviction or partisanship if elected. 

At the state level we have elected a majori­
ty in both houses of the state legislature 
who, we hope, will address some of the 
pressing issues that Wisconsin faces. Issues 
such as coming to grips immediately with 
the issues of global warming, dealing effec­
tively with pressing water quality issues, 
and with the approval of the Great Lakes 
Compact, passing legislation that will pro­
tect these waters on which our state so 
much depends. 

But at the same time, it is difficult not t~ 

dollars at a time when priming the 
economic pump is necessary. As a state, the 
projected deficit is in the neighborhood of 
five billion dollars; a deficit that will affect 
in no small measure the legislature's agen­
da and its ability to address Wisconsin's 
pressing issues. 

However, as it has been said, crisis is a tir:ne 
of opportunity; a chance to do things in a 
completely new way. For example, energy 
conservation can become an opportunity to 
save money, create new job~ and address 
how we live and transport ourselves in ways 
we refused to think about only months 
before. It's a chance to create a whole new 
energy conservation-based economy that 
we can export .to the rest of the world. 

For a good description of this, I hope you 
will take the time · to read Thomas 
Friedman's recent book, "Hot, Flat and 
Crowded." He describes the crisis that we 
face in terms many in the Sierra Club refuse 
to acknowledge, and at the same time pres­
ents the opportunity in clear terms. 

Both the opportunity and the crisis affect 
the Sierra Club as well. We face distinct 
budgetary issues over the next few years. 
An organization dependent on the generos-

ity of its members is stretched when its 
members have immediate . financial con­
cerns. At the same time we can be a catalyst 
for the change that is necessary and provide 
the ideas and leadership that is needed. Can 
we rise to the challenge and be a beacon of 
hope and leadership at a difficult time'! Yes 
we can! 

Jim Steffens, John Muir Chapter Chair, 
belongs to the Four Lakes Group. He lives 
in Ridgeway. 
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Pediettl, Jenny Pusha, Jim Rickard, Bob St. Louis, 
Sarah Streed, Lee Wilcox, Patrea Wilson, Oary Zunw:b 
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715-386-7032 
ccbanlin8@gmail.com 

Author's rust aod !liSt names, day aod evening phone 
numbers at the top. Acceptance: of submission is con· 
tlngeot upon IMIIlability of space and must meet Sierra 
Cub guidelines. 

77le Muir Vrew is printed on process 
chlorine free recycled paper with 
soy-based inlc. Please recycle or pass 
on this newsletter when you're done. 

A Quarterly Publication of the John Muir ·chapter of the Sierra Qub 

Advertlslng Coordinator: 
Lacinda Athcn 
lathen@farin.com 

Advertising Rales: 
Current advertising rates may be found on the JMC 
website: hllp:/lwisconsio.sicrraclub.org 

Dtadllne: 
The deadline for submission of articles to the April­
June 2009 issue is midnight on FebruarY 15, 2009. 

Change or Address: 
Send old aod new addresses with mailing label (or 
member number) to: 
Sierra Club 
P.O. Box 52968 
Boulder, CO 80322-2968 

The Muir View (ISSN 199-048, USPS 499-650) is pub­
lished quancrly by the John Muir Chapter of the Sierru 
Cub, 222 'S. Hamil10n, Suite 1, M:ldison, WI 53703. 
Periodical Poslllge paid at Madison, WI and at addi­
tional mailing offices. Subscription fees: $1.00 annual­
ly for chapter members (included with membership 
dues) or SS.OO IIIUlually for non-members. 

Postmaster: 
Please send address changes to: 
Sierra Cub 
222 S. Hamilton, Suite I 
Madison, WI 53703 



JMC Honors Five Award Winners 
at Autumn Assembly 
by Lacinda Athen, JMC Awards Chair 

As Awards Chair for the Chapter, one of the highlights of my year is learning 
about, and being inspired by, the excellent volunteer leaders spread throughout 
our state. Through the nominating papers submitted by their peers, I have the 

,., privilege of seeing h O\V everyday people can bring about extraordinary change 
through their efforts. And for our volunteers, these efforts often feel tireless and 
thankless. So it is a great pleasure to shine a light on their contributions and share 
their accomplishments with other Sierrans. Awards were giving at Autumn 
Assembly during dinner on Saturday October lith. This year's winners are: 

Laura Fcidcr, for our New Activist Award 
Laura joined the Sierra Club in 2006 and jumped in with both feet, joining 
Southeast Gateway Group's Executive Committee as Secretary, working with the 
Conservation Committee on their Bottled Water Education Project - emphasiz­
ing botl1 the wasteful use of plastic and the undennining of confidence in local 
water supplies - and attending both tl1c Midwest Renewable Energy Futures 
Conference in Madison and Sierra Club Leadership Training. Laura also encour­
aged the Group to enter the Racine Fourth of July parade in 2007 and helped plan 
and construct band-made signs suggesting many ways that people could reduce 
their carbon emissions; they were carried by walkers, bikers, skaters and a hybrid 
car. Laura's youthful enthusiasm inspires us o lder folks. She also comes up with 
great ideas, such as creating a Southeast Gateway Group page on Facebook to 
bring in younger members who arc so important to the Sierra Club's mission. 
Thank you Laura! 

Jan Moldenhauer; for the Wildflower Award 
Jan has been a Sierra Club member for at least 20 years, and has also been active­
ly involved witl1 Trout Unlimited, Audubon and Greenpeace. She enjoys being 
outdoors and is not afraid of protesting. She says her brother frequently teUs her 
Uokingly) not to get jailed as a result of her activism. Jan is an active letter writer 
and attends many public hearings, often finding opportunities to make a state­
ment. Several years ago Jan went to Washington, D.C. as a volunteer lobbyist for 
the Alaska Coalition, and was able to tell Congressional representatives why it is 
important to protect Alaska and its rainforest. She made it personal by telling 
people about the link between the forests and the medicine that helped her recov­
er from cancer. 

Jan also leads or participates in recreational and service outings and serves as a 
member of the Fox . Valley Group's Executive Comffiirtce, providing useful 
insight and doing important leadership work. Their monthly programs are most­
ly the result of Jan fmding speakers and convincing them to be guests, usually for 
free. And their annual fundraising auction and holiday social, though the work of 
many, would be much diminished without J:m's involvement. The Sierra Club 
and other organizations have benefited from Jan's interest in the outdoors. She 
bas personally contributed a lot. And she is also a catalyst, helping countless oth­
ers to be active. Thank you, Jan! · 

Jeff Sytsma, for the Merit Award 
Jeff has been the Southeast Gateway Group Treasurer since 2004 and began the 
Group's rain barrel program in 2007 with the intention of keeping the group sol­
vent and benefiting the environment at the same time. He purchases the rain bar­
rels from Keep Milwaukee Beautiful, modifies them as needed, and resells them 
to the community, including delivery and optional installation. In addition, Jeff 
has negotiated with tl1e Racine Public Works Department for the City to offer 200 
rain barrels to residents at a subsidized price. The Group again provides delivery 
and optional installation. This helps make environmental options more available 
to low-income residents. He also runs the annual cranberry sale and is a go-to 
person to raise funds for such things as the Group's Education Outreach and 
Fourth of July Parade participation. He has set up the Soutltcast Gateway Group 
as a fi scal agent to collect and hold grant money for projects of other organiza­
tions. He is a stalwart volunteer in the Group's ongoing (Continued on page 11) 

Dave Blouin Receives 
National Award 

It is with great pleasure that the John 
Muir Chapter congratulates Dave Blouin, 

. the Chapter's Mining Committee and 
Political Com·mitiee Chair, for receiving a 
Special Service Award from the national 
Sierra Club for his successful work over 
many years. 

Dave was presented his award by Club 
President Allison Chin at the national 
awards banquet in S~n Francisco on 
September 20. This is the second year in 
a row that John Muir Chapter members 
have been recognized on the national 
level for their service to the Club. 

This award acknowledges Dave's dedi­
cation and hard work in shepherding the 
Chapter's activities on mining activities, 
particularly his Herculean efforts on the 
Crandon Mine in northern Wisconsin. 

Dave has taken on a new role as John 
Muir Chapter Political Chair. With Dave's 
capable guidance, we look forward to a 
new day in Wisconsin with a more pro­
gressive legislature and continued 
majority support .for progressive national 
politics. 

Whether it is at the National, Chapter or 
Group level, it is vitally important that we 
ackn0wledge our volunteers for their 
efforts in support of the Club. Please 
take a moment to consider the volun­
teers in your area and how best to 
acknowledge their work. 
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Wisconsin's carbon footprint, be more expensive than any other 
energy alternative including solar or conservation, and ulti­
mately force customers to pay to feed a fossi l fuel power plant 
for years to come instead of improving other energy needs. 

No New Coal 
Campaign Wins Again! 

When announcing the decision, a ll the PSC Commissioners 
ta lked about the pressing need to reduce global warming pollu­
tion. 1\vo of them talked about the need to incre;isc our reliance 
on biomass, but this project was the wrong way to do it. 
Commissioner Meyer said that in terms of C02, this plant "is 
certainly a loser." Commissioner Callisto noted that Alliant's 
so-called "Carbon Reduction Plan" relied on things they were 
already doing. lndecd, Commissioner Aznr described it as 
"smoke in mirrors." 

by Eric Uram, JMC Conservation Chair 

It finally happened : The W isconsin Public Service Commission 
met a coal-fired power plant proposal they didn't like. After 
rubber-s tamping two previous coal plants, one in Racine for We 
Energies, and another near Wausau for Public Service 
Corporation of Wisconsin, Alliant Energy's proposed Cassville 
coal-plant expansion was denied. 

· The power plant, touted as state-of-the-art by the utili ty, includ­
ed greenwashing the proposal by using biomass for fueling a 
small fraction of the generating capacity. 

In all , there were 4,672 comments generated in opposition to 
the plant and only 465 in support. Once again, grassroots 
power-in-numbers trumps corporate dollars. Congratulations to 
all who played a role in stopping the proposal! 

Sec Sierra Club's National Coverage on Scrapbook: 
www.sierraclub.typcpad.com/scrapbook/2008/ll/ 
coal-plant-scrappcd-wisconsin-chapter-celebratcs.html 

Led by Wisconsin Clean Energy Campaign Director Jennifer 
'Feyerhenn, the John Muir Chapter played a pivotal role in the 
decision reached on November 11 by the PSC. At a time when 
we need to reduce our impacts on the climate, the Sierra Club 
and supportive members of the public saw tllis proposal as 
counter-productive. 

and participate in the blog about Sierra Club achievements: 
www.sierraclub. typcpad.com/clubhouse/2008/ I I I 
coal-plant-rcjcctcd-in-wisconsin.lltml 

Eric Uram is 011 the Sierra Club's Nmio11al Toxics Team a11d is 
the John Muir Chapter Conservario11 C/l(lil: He lives i11 
Madison. 

In fighting tl1e addition to the power plant, the Chapter argued, 
and the PSC agreed,. that the plant would .actually increase 

Wisconsin's 
Environment Wins 
in Fall Election 
Sierra Club-John M uir Chapter 
Celebrates Pro-Conservation Candidates 

The Sierra Club-John Muir Chapter cele­
brates President-elect Obama's victory and 
victories by dozens of Sierra C lub-endorsed 
candidates for U.S. Congress and the 
Wisconsin State Legislature. "Although we 
know this is just lhe beginning of the work 
that needs to be done to address global 
wanning and to protect and restore our 
Great Lakes, e lecting Barack Obama is a 
step in the right direction. This election pro­
\'ides hope for implementing measures like 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, sup­
porting renewable energy and creating 
green jobs to reinvigorate our economy:· 
said Shahin Werner, Sierra Club-John Muir 
Chapter Director. 

The election of a strong environmental 
President and pro-conservation majorities 
in the Senate and Congress are critical and 
timely victories for our environment. "The 
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new administrat ion's commitment to fed er­
al environmental Jaws will make our job of 
protecting Wisconsin's environment less of 
an uphill battle," said Dave Blouin, Sierra 
Club-John Muir Chapter Political Chair. 

In the Eighth Congressional District, we 
congratulate Steve Kagen in his successful 
reelection campaign. "Voters in lhe Eighth 
vote9 for the candidate who wants real 
energy solutions Like investing in energy 
efficiency and renewable energy rather than 
political pandering to solve our energy cri­
sis," said Werner. 

The Sierra Club is grateful to voters for 
their s trong support of pro-conservation 
candidates for state legislature. "We have 
attained a prO-COilservation majority in the 
Assembly for the first time in 14 years, 
greatly enhancing our chances of passing 
several key pieces of environmental legisla­
tion," Blouin said. " We hope to sec the 
impletnentation of the recommendations by 
the Governor's Global W~mning Task Force 
to address the critical issue of global warm­
ing in Wisconsin." said Werner. •·we arc 
also very excited about the prospect of 
passing a statewide ban on unnecessary 
phosphorus lawn fertili zer that is polluting 

our lakes and passing e-waste legislation to 
coincide with the switch to high definition 
television s ignal in 2009." 

The Sierra Club is especially proud of for­
mer Sierra C lub Chapter Chair, Penny 
Bernard Schaber (D-Appleton), who ran an 
outstanding campaign and has won the race 
for Assembly District 57. Sierra Club mem­
bers volunteered their time and energy to 
campaigns across the state and are celebrat­
ing wins by many John Muir Chapter­
endorsed candidates for Senate and 
Assembly, including Jim Ha lperin (Senate 
District 12), Fred Clark (AD 42). Kim 
Hixon (AD 43), Phil Garthwaite (AD 49), 
Kristin Dexter (AD 68), C hris Danou (AD 
9 1) and Jeff Smith (AD 93). The 2008 elec­
tion ushers in a unique opportunity for sig­
nificant progress on the Sierra Club"s con­
servation and environmental goaJs. 

For a full list of endorsements see: 
www. w isconsi n.sierraclu b.org!PD F/ 
MV0ct08Final.pdf 
and the JMC website for Sierr:l Club­
endorsed candidates who won in contested 
races: http://www. wisconsin.sierraclub.org 



GROUP SPOTLIGHT 
residential, private, ;utd public. But the 
challenge is not to disentangle and separate 
the diverse images: it is to find a way to fit 
together all of the pieces into a new and 
harmonious whole." 

Great Waters 
http://wisconsin.sierraclub.org/gwg/ 

by Cheri Briscoe 

In 2005 the Great Waters Group applied for 
a Ron Mann grant to sponsor the wbrk of 
the Urban Wilderness Project, created by 
member Eddee Daniel to educate and pro­
mote the preservation of rivers as wild 
places in urban areas. The project included 
presentations with photos and discussions 
in Wisconsin and nearby states, culminat­
ing in a book written and illustrated by 
Eddee. Here is my review of this beautifu l 
new book, part of the Center Books on 
American Places series of the Center for 
American Places. 

Urban Wildem ess: Exploring a 
Metropolitan ·watershed, by Eddee Daniel. 
288 pages, 145 color plates, 2 color maps. 
Center for American Places, 2008. 

Have you ever seen a river and wondered 
where it starts, where it flows, what its story 
is? Eddec Daniel did that with the 
Menomonee River watershed in the 
Milwaukee metropolitan area. I had known 
about his photographic talent ar:'d looked 
forward to seeing his pictures in print. I had 
forgotten that Daniel also has a talent for 
writing with prose that paints pictures as 
eloquently as his eye composes them with a 
camera. 

No matter where you live, you will never 
look at a swamp, wetlands, riparian forest, 

or engineered, concrete-channelized river 
in the same way after you read this book 
with its sensitive writings and photographs 
of the Menomonee River watershed. Even 
the most anti-urban dweller will find the 
poetic intimacy of this book alluring. 

When Daniel is exposing urban degrada­
tion, his creative lens turns it into a colorfu l 
composition with nrtful contrasting textures 
and shapes. His metaphors and similes cre­
ate sometimes painful pictures of environ­
mental assaults to our urban rivers and wet­
lands. They arc countered by haunting pas­
sages such as the one he wrote while hiking 
a path in tall grasses: "Each brush shakes 
loose a delicate cloud off in a mist from the 
panicle, or cluster of flowers. Before long I 
am dusted with the blessing of pollen. It is 
like walking down the aisle of a gloriously 
illuminated cathedral with an entire congre­
gation of priests shaking censers over me as 
I pass. A holy spirit p_ervades the air, shim­
mering Like sunlight through smoke." There 
must be a little bit of John Muir in Eddee 
Daniel. 

As I explored the Menomonee River water­
shed through Daniers words and photos 1 
was also reminded of Aldo Leopold's A 
Sand County Almanac. In both books I 
found myself drawn into the pnssion that 
was felt by the writer for his surroundings 
and the interconnectedness of the particuJar 
parts of our earth that were being observed. 

Daniel writes "The tensions of urban 
wilderness coexist like intermingled pieces 
of different puzzles: agricultural, industrial, 

Interspersed with his own observations arc 
many quotes by environmental sages that 
have influenced Daniel's passionate desire 
to help us understand the need for cities to 
preserve and protect their wild places. This 
book is both an adventure nnd a plea. for all 
of us to connect with our "urban wilder­
ness." 

Eddee Daniel has wught art tmd plzotogra­
plzy in the Milwaukee area since 1980. 
including at Carroll College, Moum Mary 
College, ami the University of Wisconsin­
Waukesha. His photographs have been pub­
lished in "Popular Photography," "The 
Photo Review,'' and ''Art in 
Wisconsin."11ury have also been exhibited 
at the Milwaukee Art Museum, the 
Haggerty Museum of Art m Marquette 
University, and the Aberdeen Ga/leiJ in 
Washington, D.C. . 

For more infonnation about the Urban 
Wilderness Proj ect go to 
http://www.eddecdaniel.com. The book is 
distributed by the University of Chicago 
Press, www.prcss.uclticago.edu. Copies arc 
available from local Milwaukee arcn book 
stores, Amazon.com, and Milwaukee 
Rivcrkeeper, www.mkcrivcrkceper.org. 

Cheri Briscoe, who's retired from 
Milwaukee School of the Arts, was Chair of 
the Great Waters Group from 2002-2007. 
She currently serves as Chapter Delegate 
and Group Political Chair. 

Contact Information fo" John Muir Chapter Groups 
·Chippewa Valley 
Coulee Region 
Four Lakes 
Fox Valley 
Great Waters 
Southeast Gateway 
St. Croix Va lley Interstate 
Wisconsin River Country 

http://wisconsin.sierracJub.org/chippewa/ 
http://wisconsin.sierraclub.org/coulee{lndex.htm 
www.41akes.org 
http://wisconsin.sierraclub.org/foxvalley/ 
http://wisconsin.sierraclub.org/gwg/ 
http://wisconsin.sierraclub.org/segg/ 
http://wyvw.northstar.sierraclub.org/about/groups/st-croix 
Contact Rich Wentzel: (715) 687-4391 or rwent52@yahoo.com 

Even if there is not a Sierra Club group located near your home, you can still take meaningful action. Contact Chapter 
.Membership Chair Jenny Persha or the John Muir Chapter office to find out how. Reach Jenny at 
jennypersha@gmail.com. Contact the Chapter office at john.muir.chapter@sierraclub.org. 
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Great Lakes Should 
Top National 
Priorities 
by Susan Michetti 

The lack of proper attention to one of our 
major natural resources-the Great 
Lakes- requires immediate correction. 
Scientists describe this urgent situation as a 
"widespread ecosystem meltdown" with 
"dead zones" and "crashes of the food 
web." The Great Lakes are at an irreversible 
tipping point that must be addressed now. 
People must become engaged in t11e process 
to ensure t11at these vital concerns are heard 
as concerns of ilie people. 

The Great Lakes are a significant part of ilie 
economic engine of our nation. For exam­
ple, the Great Lakes bring Wisconsin $6 
billion in spending on tourism, fishing and 
hunting each year. Nationwide, iliese natu­
ral treasures generate $55 billion in eco­
nomic activity annually. Significantly, vari­
ous industries outside the Great Lakes 
region depend on goods that pass through 
t11e Great Lakes, ultimately affecting manu­
facturing and business in every state. 
Protecting the health of the Great Lakes 
must become one of our nation's top prior­
ities for this highway of commerce to 
remain viable. 

The Great Lakes, wiili 20% of t11e world's 
fresh water, provide drinking water for 42 
million people. We need ·to be able to eat 
fish from the Great Lakes. Fish need clean 

water and air, and to achieve that we need a 
90% reduction in mercury emissions and 
decreases in nitrous oxide and sulfur oxide 
emissions. Solutions are needed to solve the 
problems caused by invasive-species intro­
duced by dumping water ballast from 
globe-traveling ships and through other 
pathways. 

Contaminated toxic sediments are a long­
term issue, and the US/Canada corrective 
strategy is at a critical stage. The newest 
generation of chemicals of concern requires 
assessment. Lakewide Management Plans 
assess and revitalize near-shore Remedial 
Action Plans with adjusted nutrient targets, 
but in New York, some 20,000 loons died 
from Type B botulism near shore. 

A working group of the EPA Region 5 
Great Lakes National Program Office pro­
vides ·infonnation abol!t grant programs. 
Over 3 years, 52 projects were funded with 
a total of $9 million. One-third was federal 
funds and the rest matching funds or private 
grants. But t11e Great Lakes need federal 
investment of at least $20 million each year 
beginning now to bring the lakes back to a 
healthy state. 

This cannot be put on hold. The Great 
Lakes are at a point of no return. Any delay 
will rapidly escalate the costs, and failing to 
address tlle.problems in a timely way also 
risks that consequences will become irre­
versible. Delay is unacceptable. We need to 
demand iliat Congress and President 
Obama authorize significant funding to 
immediately attack water pollution, air 
quality and invasive species problems. This 

should be one of the urgent items addressed 
in the first I 00 days of the next 
Congressio nal session. The new EPA 
administrator needs to be dedicated to 
Great Lakes restoration in .the same way 
that Carol Browning fought to save the 
Florida Everglades. The Interior Secretary 
needs to share that dedication. The 
President needs to appoint a Great Lakes 
Czar to orchestrate restoration and protec­
tion efforts and respond to climate change 
needs. 

These lakes, all natural wonders of. global 
importance, will rapidly deteriorate in the 
next 2 years without proper attention. 
Within the eight Great Lakes States, 95% of 
legislators have voted in ways that show a 
strong agreement about the importance of 
protecting the Great Lakes. President 
Obama and Congress need to apply major 
resomces to control invasive species, elimi­
nate pollution' fTom untreated sewage and 
toxic waste, and re-establish wetlands and 
threatened habitat. Sustainable infrastJ11C­
ture improvements. are also needed. All 
these problems require federal funding, 
effective laws and strong enforcement, as 
well as elevation to t11e top of the national 
priority list. 

Wisconsin's Governor Doyle said, "This is 
a critical time when so much depends on 
how political leadership has prioritized the 
Great Lakes." That determines if tl1e Great 
Lakes are just forgotten or discussed, or rise 
to the top of the national agenda. But simul­
ta neously with various poUs putting envi­
ronmental protection among the top 10 cit­
izen concerns. (Cominued on page 10) 
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6 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL SIERRA CLUB 
We send out an appeal in March to each of our members, asking for contributions 
directly to our Chapter. These contributions really db make a difference to us, and 
are an important part of our Chapter's budget. 

When you make a donation to the Chapter, you support the Sierra Club's work in 
youc own backyard. You allow us to continue our work to protect wilderness and 
wildlife, to imporove the quality of life in our cities, and to promote the enjoyment 
of nature. 

Please be as generous as you are able- and remember, these funds directly affect 
your way of life in your neighborhood. 

Contributions, gifts and dues to the Sierra Club are not tax-deductible. 

Mail your contribution to: Sicrm Club-JI'hn Muir Ch~p~er 
222 S. Hamilton Sfruet. Suite I 
M3dis<)o. Wl 5370J"3201 

Tn donnie clcctrooieally: go lSJ 
hUp:ff,,.;.,.,n,io.sim~ciUt>.org 
and dicit the: ' l>l>nute" buUon. 



Wisconsin Conservation 
Hall of Fame by Pet<:r Mwo, WCHOF delegme 

The WCHOFF Board of Directors met in Stevens Point on 
November I, 2008. We elected: Herbert F. Behnke, Martin Hanson 
and Charles H. Stoddard to the WCHOFF. We plan to conduct an 
induction for these three heroes on Saturday, April 18, 2009. Our 
Plan for this event provides for an hour for registration and refresh­
ments at 9:00 a.m. and ceremony at I 0:00 in the Sentry Theater 
where we plan for an optional banquet at a cost of $20.00 per meal. 

HERBERT F. BEHNKE (1925-) 
Herbe.rt was bom at Lena, Wl. He graduated from Lena High 
School. He was the youngest of ten children of Reinhold and Julia 
Behnke. He remained on the family fann during World War II. In 
this, he was an exception in our generation: and missed action in the 
"Good War'' (Terkel.) 

Mr. Behnke left the fann to work at Shawno for an animal breeding 
service. He worked up to the position of vice-president of his com­
pany, Cooperative Services In~emational. 

Herbert was very involved in civic activities. In fact. it appears t11at 
he has received awards from' more conservntion clubs that make up 
the WCHOFF Than any of our inductees during my time of reading 
the biographies from Bill Berry! 

Mr. Behnke served in the Wisconsin Board of Natural Resources 
(then the WCC) from 1967 to 1972 and later from 1989 through 
2006. He was chairman of this board for four of those years. During 
this service he tried to balance the needs of both the fishermen and 
the hunters, on one hand, and t11e preservation of our natural 
resources on the other. (Editorial, ahead!) Let us remember there will 
be times ahead when we will need the support of our "hook and bul­
let" people to gain success for the environmental causes of us purists 
in Sierra Club! Herbert Behnke was one of the conservationists who 
helped to put us on t11e proper road to a sustainable America. 

CHARLES H. STODDARD (1912-1997) 
Charles was bom in Milwaukee, the son of a physician who owned 
a 340 acre tree farm at Minong. While growing up in Milwaukee; it 
was .the tree farm with: trout stream, ponds and wet lands that sup­
plemented his education. He went on to the University of 
Michigan where he earned a B.S and M.S. Degrees in 
Forestry. 

During WW II he served as a navy Officer in the Pacific. 
While on the Solomon he discovered a new species of trees: 
The Mastixiodendron Stoddardii. 

Stoddard was the author of a textbook, Essentials of forestry 
Practice, which was used in Universities for about 40 years. 

Politics captured his mind in 1948, when he ran for the 
Wisconsin Senate as a Democrat. Jn. t960 Stoddard worked in 
the Humphrey campaign for the presidential nomination. After 
Kennedy won that political race; Stoddard became an advisor 
in the successful presidential election. He served in various 
jobs in Kennedy's Administration, and became Director of the 
Bureau of Land Management in 1963. He advocated: 
improvement of a grazing soils and forests, he became well 
hated "out West"! Stoddard was, also, an early instigator of the 
"Reserve Mining Case:, which dr:1gged in our federal courts a 
long time. He served our state and nation with distinction. 

MARTIN HANSON 0927- 2008) 
Mr. Hanson was born into a very wealthy family at Oak Park, IL in 
1927. He was educated at Oak Park and attended Northwestern 
University for three years. World War ll came into his life in 1944. 
He did not finish his education (very unlike so many veterans in our 
generation). 

In early 1926 Martin's father bought 1,240 acre~ (Holy cow, this is 
about two square miles!) of land which had a stream and a Jake. 
Martin' spent his sununers there. He learned to Jove: forests, 
streams, hunting and fi shing. He developed an unusual skill, film­
making which he used to advance his drive toward environmental 
education of the general public. Martin riever did go back to college, 
but he gained conservation education tlrrough hands-on-experience 
in; forests, wetlands, lakes and streams. Hanson accumulated a 
large library of books in his home ncar Mellen (Ashland County). 

Once Mr. Hanson took President Kennedy on a helicopter ride over 
the Apostle Islands, and aroused the president's attention to the 
beauty of the area. By seven years Iater,·senator Nelson had provid­
ed the impetus for legislation for the Apostle Island Nationai.Lakc 
Shore. This legislation provided for federal protection of 20 islands 
in Lake Superior. · · 

Martin's great virtue was perseverance. He stuck with many envi­
ronmental issues, such as: Opposition to nuclear-powered electric 
plants, federal designation of the Scenic protection for the St. Croix 
and Namekagon Rivers, the ban on DDT in Wisconsin and protec­
tion for the Apostle Islands. Mr. Hanson spent three years on the 
study of beavers on .his own private and secret pond, directly and 
quietly observing the animals. 

I am sad to report that only nine days before we, Board of Directors, 
elected Mr. Hanson to the Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame 
Foundation Mr. Hanson was found dead outside his log cabin near 
Mellen. 

For more information about WCHOF visit the website: 
www. wchf.org/index .html 

Peter Mmo, with Dale Schaber, represents the Jolm Muir Chapter 
011 the Board ojWisco11sin Conservation Hall of Fame. Peter is past 
Chair of the JMC a11d the St. Croix Valley Interstate Group. He lives 
i11 River Falls. 

John Muir Chapter Calendar .. \ 

2009 ExCom Meetings 
January 1 0 . First Congregational Church, Baraboo 

2009 Events 
January 10 

February 25 

River Touring Section Annual Meeting · 
SummitTown.Ha]l, Oconomowoc 11 a.m. 

Conservation Lobby Day (See front page) 

Check the John Muir Chapter website, or e-mail or call the 
Chapter office for updated information. 

John Muir ChaRter 
Website: http://wisconsin.sierraclub.org 
Phone: (608) 25&0565 
E-mail: john.muir.chapter@sierraclub.org 
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GREEN REVIEW 4111 
Books relevant to 
Wisconsin Sierra 
Club Members 
by Amy L. Jenkins 

J!!lf/tii1 11Jnclian Creek Chronicles : A 
Winter Alone in the Wi(demess" by Pete 
foromm, Picador. 

Readers have shown interest in the role of 
wilderness in coming of age stories. Jon 
Krakauer's ''Into the Wild" has been 
appearing on t11e New York Times best­
selling hardcover and t11en paperback lists 
for over a decade. While the character of 
Christopher Johnson McCandless evokes 
empathy, tl1e tragic Alaska journey unites 
the disenchanted and escapist with wilder­
ness. Krakauer's moving book does deserve 
much of its acclaim, yet the protagonist is 
not a poster boy for a heaJiliy relationship 
with wilderness. Look elsewhere. 

In Pete foromm's tale of a solitary wilderness 
sojourn, he is not running away; he's diving 
into adventure. There is blood but no tragedy. 
"lndian Creek Chronicles" is a story about a 
young man who falls in love with the mys­
tique of Jim Bridger and Jeremiah Johnson 
and thinks it could be cool to spend ilie win­
ter alone guarding salmon eggs in an Idaho 
snowed-in wilderness. The paltry $200 
monthly salary doesn't dissuade Fromm. He 
is naive about his invincibility, but he is 
rational. ·The crystalline hone$1Y and humor 
of t11e wiser Fronun looking back on his 
decision to leave his· University of Montana 
scholarship to spend the seven coldest 
months of the year alone in a canvas tent high 
in tlte Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness is not to 
be missed. The first-person account brings 
the reader to the clarity that comes often, 
once on a winter night when the stars radiate 
from a dark sk.)' over a herd of elk huffing up 
a ten·estrial cloud. The reader laughs with 
Fromm when he describes t11e sleeping 
dilemma of where to place his nose-out of 
the sleeping bag exposed to ilie cold night 
temperatures in the rent - or tucked within 
assaulted by a warm body reeking with a 
genuine mountain-man tang. 

Fromm chronicles a goofy somewhat irre­
sponsible kid, fa lling in love with a place 
and growing up. His love is imbued with a 
respect and an awareness of his maturing 
wilderness ethic, which seems too authentic 
to be merely a metaphor for leaming to 
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know him. The West has claimed iliis writer 
who now resides in Montana, but Fromm 
never abandons his Midwest sensibilities. 
Readers from t11e heartland will recognize 
the soul of this Wisconsinite, crying as he 
reads a letter from his little brother, hiking 
dozens of miles in sub-zero temperatures at 
the chance of seeing family, and relishing 
the gift of cheese sent by his aunt. Fromm 
was never broken, yet the wildemess made 
him whole. 

J!!lf/til1 " Flight of the Hummingbird: A 
Parable for the Environment" by Michael 
Nicoll Yahgulanaas with Wangari Maathai 
and His Holiness the Dalai Lama, 
GreyS tone. 

Michael Nicoll Yahgulanaas is not a tradi­
tional writer. He's an artist, but not a tradi­
tional artist. He has deve1oped a new genre 
- Haida Manga - a style evolved under 
tllc sway of indigenous and colonial her­
itages. Passion for social and environmental 
justice and inl1uences from his Pacific Rim 
island home also feed the muse of tltis artist. 

"f-light of Hununingbird" melds an ancient 
parable with original art. Parables persist 
for centuries because iliey hold meaning 
beyond tlte sum of their words. This little 
parable, with origins in ilie oral tradi tions of 
the Quechua-speaking people of South 
America, is told in only about a dozen 
pages of illustrations witll just a sentence or 
two per·page. It's colorful and suitable for 
small children, yer the message has enough 
depth for any PhD-holding philosopher. 

The lessons of ilie parable arc expanded by 
short essays by the author and two Nobel 
Prize winners: \Vangari Maathai and His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama. Maathai's per­
sonal story is parallel to the humming­
bird's. The Dalai Lama writes wiili such 
compassion and common sense it is hard to 
deny his wisdom, even if readers do not rec­
ognize him as ilieir spiritual leader. 

The parable, this time-tested truth, requires 
interpretation. Some will find it heartrend­
ing; others will find hope in the power of 
the individual. All will ask the question: Is 
the hummingbird powerful? 

AmyL Jenkins writes from H0uwatosa. ller 
essay "One Hundred and Twenty- Five 
Miles," appears in the 2008 Seal Press 
Anthology "The Maternal is Political .. , 
\V\1'\I'.AIII)'U ellkiiiS.C0/11 
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h 's tim< for Americ to gee smm about energy and ~ 

I<U dq>cnd<nt on d"indling oil r= n ·es. \\"e nerd tO 

inert= our uS< of cl.an, renewable ener~;t sources like 

wind 2nd sobr power. let your \'Oic<: be: heard. 

Add your voice to protect the planet. 

Join Sierra Club. 

Name ________________________ __ 

Address _____________________ _ 

City State ___ __ 

Z1p Phone L___j __________ _ 

Join today and receive 
a FREE Sierra Club 
Weekender Bag! ,· 

··~ .. . . 
,· -.- • ·1··. - · -. 

... · .. 
'? 

0 Check enclosed. Please make payable to Sierra Club. 

Please charge my: 0 Visa 0 Mastercard 0 AMEX 

Cardholder Name-----------------­

Card Number------:-------------­

Exp.Oate __)_-==--
Mtm!N.nhlp C.atogories lndmchul Join I 

Special Offer 0 $25 

Standard 0 $39 0 $47 

Supporting 0 S7S O SIOO 
Contributing 0 $150 0 $175 

life 0 $1000 0 $1250 

Senior 0 $24 0 $32 

Student/Limited Income 9 $24 o m 
Conlr.bu\lon~ gifts and duts to Si•rr• Club are not t>x dodu<tible; 
they suppo~t our effec-Jve. d tiw>-based advoc.lcy and lobbying 
eff0111. Your duel •ncludt S7 .SO fO< • sub«rlption to Sittro magazine : 
and S I for your Ch.lp!tf neo.-~letttf1. 

Endou · • cht"ck 1nd ~il to Sif:rn Oub. 
P.O. Box S2968, Boulder, ( 080322·2968 
or visit our wtbsht www.sitnadub.org F94Q lw 16001 j1 
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l'cJUr generous contributions- abol'e and beyond your membership dues- helped promote clean 
energ); protect the Great Lakes, and bring strong environmental leadersl1ip to Wisconsin. 

,. 
A William & Loraine Adkins, William Ager, 
Candis Ahrendt, Richard A Albe~ Suzanne 
Ammem1an, Ellen M Anderson, Kath y J 
Anderson, B Andrews, Julie Ameth, B 
Marguerite B:1chhubcr, Ronald A Bacl-.'Us, Fred 
Bai ley, Barbara Baker, Helen Baldwin, Lorna 
Balian, Patricia Ball, Mr A R Ballinger, Tania 
Banak, Philip Barnett, Bmcc Bartelt, Jessica & 
R .Alan B:1tes, Judi th C Bautch, Byron S Becker, 
}'atricia Becker, Sonja K Becvar, Janice Behn, 
Ed & Jackie Belka, Callie M ·Bell, Mr & Mrs 
Dale 0 Bender, David Bender, Joan Bennett, 
Lynn Bennett, Sandra J Dennett, Suzan Ben­
Poorat, Charles Benton Jr, Kenneth L Benzel, 
Donald Berg, Lila & John Berge, Gloria 
Berman, Constance M Berner, Nada Bevic, Peg 
Beyer, Jru1i ne Dina. Kurt Young Bintcr, Edward 
Birge, Su~an & Jim Block, Allan G & Margaret 
R Bogue, Dave Blouin, Kmharine Blumenthal, 
Steve Books, Vera Boone, Douglas K Bottpm, 
Robert Boucher, Jane M Bowers, Karen Boyd, 
Jerry & Bernice Brandl, Jeff Breitbach, Betty & 
Bob Brenneman. Ron & Doris Brewster, 
Constru1cc Brick, Cheri & Thomas Briscoe, 
Michael Brisclli , Kathie Brock, Charles 
Brocker, Mr John 13rooks, Daniel Brovold, Jeff 
& Kristen Brown, Tim J Brown, Camillus Bma, 
Bill Bmkncr. C II B111se, Mary Bubanovich, 
Frances Bubolz, Andrea Buelow, Carol R 
Buelow, Ms Miriam Bugnacki , V N Burre.c;s, 
Diane K Bustamante, Allan D Byrne, Deanna & 
Colin Byrnes, Karen 8yrns, C Kenneth 
Calewans. David Carlson, Robert Carlson, 
TI1omas & Sally Carpenter, John Carroll, A G 
Casper, Helga Chambers. Diane K Christel, Mr 
Siegfried R Christoph. Allen W Clark, Glen W 
& Mary 1-1 Clark, Harold Clark, Jnliana C lausen, 
Warren Close, Gary & llelcn Coates, Patrick J & 
Maurcne E Coffey. Donna Collingwood. James 
Steele Coll ison, Bob & Lisa Conley, Mr & Mrs 
Ernst Conrath, Charles D Cornwell , Howard & 
Susan Cosgrove, Frank Court, J S c;ovey, Mary 
E Cramer, Elizabeth Cronin, Clare J Crowley, 
D Susan L Dahl, Mr & Mrs Bruce C Davidson, 
Gary & Karen Davidson, Frederick J Davis, 
Nancy Davlantes. Mrs Helen DeBardeleben, Mr 
Donald Debmyn, Sharon DeCicco, Frances L 
Degraff, Kathryn Dejak, M Robert DeMars, 
David R Demask, James Deng, Bruce C Dickie, 
Mr & Mrs Richard Diemer, John Dixon, Miss 
Emily P Dodge, Stanley I Dodson, Mr Robert M 
Donner, Mr Jerald P Donohue, Deborah D Dorn, 
Rosemary Dorney, Rose Douthitt, Warren 
Downs, Mary L Dresser. Sally Drew, Cathy 
Drexler. Linda & Tom Duesterhoeft, Arnie 
Dullinger. Mr & Mrs Loyal Durand, Timothy J 
& Kathleen Dybcvnik. E Colleen K Edson, 
Jane & Jack Edson. Mark & Shari Eggleson. 
Rosanne & Edward Ehrlich, Carol Elvery, 
William Emanuelson. Ms Carole J Engel, 
Joanne Engel, Carol S Enscki, Amy & Miles 
Epstein, David & Alice Erickson, Norman & 
Wilma Erway, F Mary Ann Fahl, Drs Linda & 
Gene Farley, Richard & Mary Fendrick. Harlan 
Ferstl , Hcat11cr Fields, Gcnmde Flanagan, Carol 
Fleishaucr, Dr Wesley K Foell , Charles Foote, 

Robert E Forbess. Mabel Fossum. Nancy Fowle, 
Mrs Joan Fraik, Barbara & Donald Frank, Janet 
A Franke, Therese Freiberg, Margaret Frey, 
Charles & Anne Frihart, Joclle Froelich, Alice 
Froncek. Mr George B Fulford G Kay C. 
Gabriel, Norman & Lois Gagnon, Tom Galazcn, 
Robert Garber, Su7.anne Gardner, Charles A 
Gates, Ned S & Carol A Gatzke, Betsy Georg, 
Claire Gervais, Vickie Getz, Wnllacc J Gibbs, 
James & Laura Gibson, Jim Giuntoli, Karl 
Gmur, Jane B Gogan, C Goldman, Georgia 
Gomez-Ibanez, David & Nancy Goode, Patricia 
M Gormley, Sylvia Gould, Donna Grahn, Jim & 
Sarah Oramentine, Mary Gra1.iano, Robert 
Greenler, Bradley Greenman, Daniel J 
Grellinger, Jim Griesbach. Shirley Griffin, 
Barbara Griffiths, Peter M Gutierrez H Delores 
Haak, E L Hagensick, Don Hale. Dianne 
Halligan. Jean Hamann, Richard E Haney, Ms J 
H311sen, Virginia Hansis, K W Hru1son, 1im & 
Julie Harder, Henry C Hart, Lincoln Hartford, 
Clifford & Jeanne llaskins, Robert Hasman, 
L"'ITy Hasterok, David Haug, John Haugen, 
Robert Hazen. Reba Heberlein, Joseph Heck, 
John N Hefti, J ames & Lynn Heindl, William 
Heinzelman, Mr Robert Helminiak, Anne M 
Helsley-Marchbanks, Nancy Hennessy, 
Lawrence Henning, Raymond & Loretta 
Hernday, Violet Herricks, Ronnie Hess, Joanne 
Hesselink. Donald & Karen Hester, David P 
Hetzel, Ann Heywood, KatJ1y Hill , C lark & 
Linda Himmel, George & Audrey Hinger, 
Lawrence J Hitch, Dr James R Hodgson, 
Charles J Hodulik. Eunice-Jo Hoefert , Paul 
Hoff, Laura M Holt. Ronald H Hom, Michael & 
Judy Howden, Thomas & Kathleen Huber, Dana 
Huck, Patricia Hung. Yvonne Hyde. Nancy 
Hylbert 1-J Harriet Iwamoto, George Jacklin, 
Ms Deborah Jacobs, Mrs J W Jacobson, Darlene 
Jakt•sz, Dan Janssen, Mrs Jim Janza, Karen 
Jensen. Todd Jensen, Frances R Johnson, Mr G 
Alex Johnson, Diana K Jonen, Craig & Noreen 
Jordan, Alan Jorgenson, Gerald Josephson, Ben 
Jung K Rachel Kaeding, Rich Kahl, Kristine & 
Jay Kamrath, James Kane, Hiroshi & Arlene 
Kanno, Knrt & Dana Karbusick")', Dr Richard 
Kark, Gloria Kaz, Lisa A Keen, Betty Keller, 
Marie & William Kidder, Gary Killian, Bruce & 
Rita Kilmer, Robert & Susan Kinde, Kathleen 
King, Maureen ·Kinney, Steve Kirkl10m, Lane 
Kistler, P Klassy-Bmse, Barbara Klctzke, Ben 
Koch. Mary Kohl. Walter Koleski, Elaine · 
Kotlarek, Clarence Kozlowski. Joseph Krapil, 
Alice L Krause, Sylvia J Kreutzmrum, Thomas 
Kriegl. Ste\·en l\1 Krings. Margaret Krome, 
Gordon Kruse. John J Kuczkowski. Ste\'en K 
Kulick. Robert Kuller L Dana LaFontsee. 
Gordon Landphier. Ms Marion Lang, Warren & 
Marion Lang. Robert & Mary Larkin, Lisa & 
Kal Larson. Alan & Diana Lawrence, Renata 
Laxova. Timothy Leahy, Rose Marie Lefebvre, 
Debbie Legato, Oliver H Lcine, Florence 
Lemke, Cynthia Lessard, E Edward Linville, 
Darlene Ruth Lipke, Judith Lippold. Ron 
Liskey, P Livingston, M~:l anie Lord, J Paul 
Lottridge, Dr W H & A M Love, Vemon H 

Lowell, Doris S Lowry. Stephen & Jeanne 
Lowry, Ann M Luckert, E Ludwig, Roger Luhn, 
Roy Lukes, A Lustig M Sally E MacDonald. 
Ted Mackmillcr, Dr Peter N Madden, Rosrum 
Madden, Jrunes Madsen, Bernice C Maertz, 
Donald E & Jean S Magari3ll, Richard Magyar, 
Karen Malinsky. Christopher Marowski. Robert 
I Marsh. Cory A Masiak. Maria Masiak. Percy 
Mather, Neil & Kathleen Matthes. A D 
Matthews. Maria Maurer. James & Vicki Mayer, 
Maija McAllister, Richard Mcarthur, Jody 
McCann, Rebecca E McDowell , Alison McKee, 
Martha Mcleod, Nancy Meiling, Alvin Melka, 
Dr & Mrs J Melski, James Melville, Pat 
Mercaitis, Sherry Meurer, Anne M & Chris 
Meyer, Harley & Elaine Meyer, John Forrest 
Meyer, Maureen & Thomas Meyer, Barb 
Meyocks, Kelly Mierow, Dennis & Suzanne 
Miller, Elaine Miller, G M & E B Miller, Jean 
Miller, Mark Miller, Robert & Catherine Miller, 
Wade Miller, Louis Millevolte. ·Patricia MiJock, 
1im Minahan, Lisa Mink, David S Misun, Mary 
Modjeski, Michael Moen, Warren & Linda 
Mohar, Janet Moldenhauer, Richard Moninski, 
Daniel R Moore, Ellen A Moore, Emily Moore, 
Gregg Moore, William & Dianne Moore. 
Beverly J Moriearty, Robert & Je3ll Morris, 
Barbara S Mortensen, Mrs Anne G Mosser, 
Helaine Muchlrneier, Gemld C & Alice J 
Mueller, Kate Mull ins, Sally Mundt. Carnlee 
Murphy, Peter & Helen Muto. George & Nan· 
Myers N Chris Nehrbass, Kelly Nelms, 
Clarence W & Geraldine E Nelson, Dr Doug 
Nelson, Ellen Nelson, Gerda Nelson, Joe 
Neuman, Carol M Neumann. Mary Newcomb, 
Carole Newlands, Rut11 Nielsen, Emily Niles, 
Alisa Norquist, Thomas l'jotides, Ant110ny & 
Darlene Nowak, Seth W Nowak. 0 Dr P J 
Oberhauser, Nora Obrien, Jeanne & John 
O'Connell , John M O'Donnell , Walter A 
Oestre ich. Joelyn Olen. James & Margaret 
Olson, Judy K Olson. Linda & Gordon Olson. 
Nancy O rgeman, Diane K Osbon, Gerald 
Ottone, Sally Overholt P-Q Asher R Pacht 
Ph.D., Lloyd W Page, Charles & Carolyn Paine, 
L Palas, James A & Elaine Papcz, Kim Parsons, 
Holly Paulsen, Joseph Payne, Leroy Pearson, 
SaUy & Bill Peck, Liza Peckham, Dennis & 
Rebecca Pelzck, Julie Penner, Mary A Pennock, 
Will Perrigo, Phillip & Ardis Perushek, T J & K 
M Peters, Denise Peterson, Donna Peterson, Mr 
Frank Petras, Rosemary Petroll, Liz Phillips, 
Dennis Pinkowski, Dorothy Pitsch, Stephen 
Plocser, John & Mary Plummer, Lud Porzky. 
Elaine Possin, Jeanne Potratz, Jack & Laurel 
Powers, Mary J Powers, Mrs M Prawdzik, Leo 
Preisler, Betty & Paul Pries, Helen A Proffit, 
Gregory Pupillo R Mr Paul H Rabinowitz. 
Patricia Raftery, Frank Ranallo, Amy M 
Randolph, James Rasmnssen, Steven J 
Ratfelders, John Raymond, Don Reeder, 
William Reeder. Robert & Pamela Reily, Glenn 
Rein!, Mrs Lester Rentmeester. Roy J Repinski. 
Nancy Retzlaff, Julia & Ken Richardson. Paula 
Richey, Jeannie Richgels. Robert W Richgels. 
Dorothy Riedl , Leon E Riemer. Lois Riley, 
Nonn Risjord. Mary Rizzato. Eugene Roark. 
Barbara Z Roberts, Jean E Roberts, Nancy & 
Donald Roberts, Joette E Rockow, R Roeder, 
Marliss A Rogers, Ms Debra Roman, D & J 
Roscetti , Max & Betty Rosenbaum. Marian P 
Rosenberger, Ron Rosner, Katie Ross, Heidi 
Roth, Jean M Rude, (Continued 0 11 page 13) 
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Transit Poised to 
Take a Bite Out of 
Global Warming 
by Kerry Thomas, Transit NOW 

Picture yourself speeding along on a train 
or modern bus. relaxing on your way to 
work and chatting with friends or catching 
up on cmails. There's a smile in your heart, 
knowing that you saved a few bucks and arc 
doing your part to reduce your carbon foot­
print. That pleasant dream could become 
reality if policy makers choose the high 
road on transit decisions in 2009. 

Good policy decisions will dramatically 
improve our transit networks, our environ­
ment, and the economic vitality of families, 
neighborhoods, <md cities. Transit is a pow­
erful energy conservation tool that will 
shrink our energy burden and reduce 
unhealthy smog and greenhouse gases. It 
gives people a way to lower their cost of 
living and increase their available income. 
More travel choices reduce traffic conges­
tion and help control sprawl. 

In 2009, watershed decisions wi ll be made 
on providing a stable, adequate, and sust:iin­
ablc funding source for local bus systems 
and modern commuter rail. such as 
Kenosha-Racine-Milwaukee Commuter 
Rail (KRM) in SE Wisconsin. KR1v1 is a 
proposed 33-mile line 
between Milwaukee 
and Kenosha that 
would connect with 
Chicago's Metra 
trains to link 9 
Wisconsin stops· in the 
Milwaukee-Chicago 
economic corridor 
wit11 25 communities 
and Chicago in NE 
Illinois. Nearly one 
million jobs are locat­
ed within a mile of 
train stations between 
Milwaukee and 
Chicago. There arc 14 
weekday round trips 
phumcd, and 1. 71 mil­
lion annual passenger 
trips arc projected. 

Dedicated funding sources arc the key. 
Transit systems have been financ ially 
starved, resulting in fare increases and serv­
ice cuts that are reducing affordable access 
to jobs, education, health care, and opportu­
nity-and severely restraining our abil ity to 
address global warming. Ln the Milwaukee­
Waukesha area alone, cuts over the past 
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seven years have resulted in 
40,000 jobs becoming inaccessible 
by transit, a number that will soon 
increase to I 00,000 without new 
funding. 

Although more people are riding 
transit now than ever before, bus 
systems in Wisconsin arc stmg­
gling with sharply increasing costs 
and flat or decreasing revenues 
from local. state and federal 
sources. Metropolitan Mjlwaukee 
is one of the few major metro areas 
.in the US without a dedicated 
source of transit funding, and one of a few 
without rai l transit or regional transit coor­
dination. While cities throughout the U.S. 
are reaping the rewards of their investments 
in transit, SE Wisconsin's economy and 
environment are suffering because of its 
antiquated transit systems. New dedicated 
fun.ding sources for transit are cmcia1, and 
urgently needed. 

Regional Transit Authorities (RTAs) can 
serve as the framework for creating dynam­
ic, multimodal regional transit networks 
now lacking in SE Wisconsin and across the 
state. Local communities should be assured 
of havin·g the tools needed to support, coor­
dinate, and operate vital transit connect.ions 
by empowering local communities to create 
RTAs. An example is the temporary 
Southeastern Wisconsin RTA created to 
serve Kenosha, Racine and Milwaukee 

Counties by recom­
mending a dedicated 
funding source and 
regional structure for 
local transit opera­
tions and KRM 
Commuter Rail. The 
RTA recently made 
bold recommenda­
tions to the Governor 
and Legislature to 
support a 0.5 % sales 
tax to fund transit and 
to remove funding by 
property taxes. A State 
Legislative Council 
Study Committee is 
tackling RTAs and 
developing a bill tlutt 
would allow munici­
pali ties across the 
state to jointly create 

RTAs for funding and operating transit. 
Once finalized, the bill will need legislative 
approval. 

Adequate dedicated local funding sources 
and RTAs can reverse recent slashes in local 
bus services and provide the necessary 
foundation to support weiJ-coordinated 

regional transit networks-and take a bite 
out of global warming. 

Resources: 
Stme Legislative Council Study on RTAs: 
www.lcgis.state.wi.us/lc/committees/study/ 
2008/RTA/index.htm 
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Transit 
Authority: www.sewisrta.org 
KRM Commuter Rail: www.krrnonline.org 
Dane County Commuter Rail Transport 
2020 Study: www.transport2020.net/ 

Please visit Transit NOW for more infor­
mation: www.transitnow.org, or contact 
Kerry Thomas, kthomas@ transitnow.org, 
262,246-615 1 

A Sierran for decades, Kerry sees tire dra­
matic impact tlrat transporration policies 
!rave on tire environment-and !row trans­
porration drives our economy, direcrly 
influences tire nature of !row we de1•elop, 
and profoundly affects our quality of life. 

( wkes continued from page 6) 
inadequate federal attention was given dur­
ing the Bush Administration. It remains a 
political issue that will be resolved in a 
political way. 

Susan Miclreui was awarded rhe most out­
standing volunteer activist in tire JMC in 
1994 for lrer Great Lakes work. Sire is a for­
mer Chair of Southeast Gateway Group, a 
former SEGG represemative to JMC in the 
1980's and 1990's, and a former member of 
tire Sierra Club's Bi-National Great Lakes 
program. Sire lives in Mt. Horeb where 
she's a member of the 4 Lakes Group. 
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The Wisconsin Environmental Education Board by Peter Mwo 

My acquaintance with the Wisconsin Environmental 
Education Board (WEEB) began with the arrivalof a postcard 
inviting me to serve as a grant reviewer. I replied affirmative­
ly, and that elicited a letter with an invitation to come to a 
meeting at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point on a 
blustery, cold February day. There I met 28 fellow grant 
reviewers. Among our peers. I recognized Steve Magyar. an 
old Sierra Club workhorse from the Chippewa Valley Group. 
We spent that day on brrefings, a discuss ion about our roles, 
and practice in evaluating some applications for grants. 

was established by state law in 1989 and is funded by ded­
icated taxes on private property in designated Wisconsin 
forests. WEE8 formulates all the rules for funding the vari­
ous grant proposals. Membership is listed in the Wisconsin 
Blve Book. Only one member represents environmental 
educati_on organizations on the 15-member board. I have 
had only two friends in that role, our own revered and late 
Jean McGraw. and our friend, the recently deceased Bill 
Buckley of Wisconsin Wildlife Federation fame. 

We came back on a nice day in March to establish grades 
for a total of 114 proposals. requesting over $700,000. We 
were divided into four-person groups; ours got ten propos­
als for forestry projects to re.view and score. Other project 
categories were: General, School Forests. and Ene rgy, the 
latter new for this year. 

Finally, I am pleased to report that Cindy Landers, a 7thh 
grade life science teacher at Hudson Middle School. was 
awarded a $5,000 WEEB grant to develop an education plan 
for the Hudson Middle School Forest. Carol Hardin. St. Croix 
Valley Interstate Group Chair, and I were escorted by Ms. 
Landers and her school group of Young Naturalists through 
the 1 0-acre site of the Hudson School Forest. We have 
offered her whatever assistance we can from the SCV IG. 

Our group was later combined with another with whom we 
exchanged applications to examine each other's evalua­
tions. Finally. we approved 17 of our combined 20 propos­
als. In summary, WEEB granted $495,000 to 66 proposals of 
all types. Ten proposals in the new Energy category were 
funded w ith a total ot $36. 000. 

For more on WEEB, contact Ginny Carltqn, Administrative 
Specialist, WEEB. Room 110 BCNR. UW-SP. Stevens Point. 
WI 54481. or weeb@uwsp.edu 

Now, to go beyond my limited experience ~~vith WEEB. it 

Peter Muto, lifelong educator;, lives in River Falls and is the 
Environmental Education Chair, St. Croix Valley Interstate 
Group. 

· (Awards continued from page 3) 
work on invasives in Colonial Park, 
Racine's 75-plus acre natural· area, and· is 
active in the Green Sanctuary Committee of 
his church. His work is recognized in d1e 
community as well; he is now co-chair of 
Racine's Green Congrcga.tions, a loose 
coalition of churches seeking to be more 
environmentally sensitive. As if that 
weren't enough, he volunteers with Habitat 
for Humanity, Habitat ReStore, Weed Out! 
Racine, Root River Council (boat launch 
subgroup), Racine Recycles, and the Eco­
Justice Center. And he has a new ·rain gar-
den! Good job Jeff! · 

Root-Pike Watershed Initiative Network, 
for the Good Citizen Award 
In 2008, dte Root-Pike Watershed Initiative 
Network (RP WIN) launched its Rain 
Garden lniliativc, designed to improve 
water quality in the watershed with the goal 
of completing 25 rain gardens. Through 
generous funding from sponsors, they were 
able to hold four workshops, subsidize 50-
100% of the cost of appropriate water-lov­
ing plants, arrange for free mulch, and 
assist participants in sitil}g and planning 
their rain gardens. RP WIN's enthusiastic 
approach and careful planning and publici­
ty resulted in the creation of 32 rain gardens 
in one year alone, with 7,320 plants in 
7,320 sq. ft. , exceeding their goal by almost 

30%. RP WIN will monitor each rain garden 
for three years and provide more free plants 
and advice to ensure that the gardens arc 
functioning as intended. This is· an impor­
tant environmental program that will have 
lasting effect on reducing stonnwater pollu­
tion and improving water quality. They 
have inspired people to take indivjdual 
action to help the planet, instead of waiting 
for "someone else" to do it. They also plan 
to track the raingardens on RP WIN's web­
site: www.rootpikewin.org and click on the 
Rain Qardeit Initiative logo. 

Epic Systems Corporation, 
for the Torchbearer Award 
Epic Systems creates healthcare software 
and electronic patient records, helping to 
reduce inefficiency and paper use in hospi­
tals and clinics. But they should be lauded 
too for their attempts at being a "green" 
local business. When they built their new 
campus in Verona, Wisconsin, it was pur­
posely located close to a bike path, and they 
installed bike lockers and shower rooms for 
staff to encourage cycling to work. They 
also funded ll direct bus to their new facili­
ty from Madison's Westside carpool trans­
fer point, in a cost-sharing arrangement 
with the Madison bus system. 

' 

Their new facility utilizes geothennal tech­
nology to assist with heating and cooling. It 

is one of the largest corporate gcothennaJ 
installations in the count1y. Epic's site also 
features underground parking r~mps 
instead of asphalt lo!s, stonn drains for nat­
ural infiltration, and lawns designed for a 
mostly no-mow c;ampus. In addition, the 
majority of their 400 acres will be left 
undeveloped, though they do plan a large 
garden to introduce more locally-sourced 
natural foods into their subsidized, staff 
cafeteria. They are also considering adding 
a dry-biomass plant that would produce 
mct11ane from fermented garden waste, lake 
weeds, grass and other digestible matter to 
further offset their electricity usage. 

In addition, Epic has always taken its role 
as a positive corporate citizen very serious­
ly, and part of that pledge involves charita­
ble giving. They offer each employee an 
opportunity to select a local charity at the 
end of each year, to which Epic donates 
$300, up from their orig inal $100. With 
the ir staff increase from 150 to almost 
3,000 over the past ten years, this has fun ­
neled tremendous amounts of money into 
local conmmnity groups. 

Lncinda At hen is a member of the · Four 
Lakes Group where she is Chair of both the 
Recycling Away from Home and rile Awards 
Committees. She's also "The Muir View" 
Advertising Coordinator. 
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An Inspiring Autumn Assembly 
by Shah/a Werner, JMC Director 

The 2008 Autumn Assembly was hosted by the Four Lakes Group and held at 
Upham Woods Outdoor Learning Center in the Wisconsin Dells on October 10-12. 
The event kicked off Friday with an unforgettable tour of the AI do Leopold Legacy 
Center in Baraboo. It was a sunny afternoon, and the prairie surroundings were 
buzzing with the last remnants of Indian summer. Attendees toured the LEED cer­
tified, carbon neutral facility wilh 198 solar panels, buildings constructed witJ1 local 

wood and stone, n rain gar­
den stocked with native 
prairie species, and many 
other ceo-friendly fea­
tures. Afterwards, we got a 
chance to tour the Aldo 
Leopold shack featured in 
his classic book. "A Sand 
County Almanac." 

Saturdny began witJ1 early 
. hiking and canoeing out­
ings to Upham Woods' 
Blackhawk Island. Lnter 
that day UW Mndison 

Touring the LEED certified A/do Leopold Legacy Center. Emeritus Limnology 
Professor John Magnuson 

gave an interesting discussion on climate change in Wisconsin, and Ferry Bluff 
Eagle Council representative Jeb Bm-zen spoke about eagle recovery. The beautiful 
afternoon was further enjoyed by many folks canoeing on t11e Wisconsin River and 
exploring the island. 

On Saturday evening Awards Committee Chair Lacinda Ailien presented awards to 
several of our outstandjng volunteers. (See Chapter Awards article on page 3.) 
Guests later enjoyed listening to inspiring author and traveler Eric Hansen discuss 
Sierra Club's work to stop the Exxon mine near Crandon, WI, and upcoming threms 
in the Upper Peninsula posed by mining interests. This includes possible uranium 
mining t11at may be fueled by the resurgence of interest in nuclear energy. 

Afterwards we went out to the fire pit to enjoy a lovely evening of bluegrass music 
with the band, Down from the Hills. Attendees also had a lot of fun bidding on 
unique items donated by various members and local businesses during our silent 
auction, which raised almost $ 1,300 to support chapter and group conservation 
efforts! (See ilie sidebar for auction donors.) 

The wonderful weekend wrapped up Sunday morning with a stirring talk by Mike 
McCabe from the WI Democracy Cnmpaign about how money and politics affect 
our environment. ln the afternoon iliere was an enlightening tour of the 
International Crane Foundntion. 

The John Muir Chapter thanks the following sponsors of our 2008 Autumn 
Assembly: Ho-Chunk Nntion, Green Concierge Trnvel, Community Phannacy, 
Mark E. Saunders Financial Planning, lnc, Heartland Credit Union, Seventh 
Generation Energy Systems, Wisconsin Democracy Campaign, Community Shares 
of Wisconsin. Special thanks to volunteers Liza Peckham, J enny Pcrshn, 
Lacinda Athen, Melissa Wamcr and Don Ferber who helped make the 2008 
Autumn Assembly such a success! Thanks also to Scan, Kristin, and the rest of the 
Upham Woods staff who made sure we hnd everything we needed for a successful 
event. 

Shah/a Werner, PhD., lives in Madison with her husband and preschool-aged son. 
She enjoys camping, hiking, swimming, reading and politics. 

tlwanfs Chair Lacinda A then presents the Torchbearer tli\'Onl 
to the Root-Pike lVaters/tc(/ /nitiatii'C. 

Fox \~/ley Group Chair Alan Lawrence introduces 
ll'ildflower Award winner Jw1 Motflenlwucr. 

Author Eric 1/anscn discusses tit rents in tlte Upper Peninsula 
posed by mining interests. 

Laum Feidcr receives the New Activistllward. 

The 2009 Autumn Assembly Is October 9-11, 
hosted bv the Chippewa Valier & St. Croix Vallev Interstate Groups. 
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The Sierra Club - John Muir Chapter 
Thanks Our 2008 

Autumn Assembly Sp·onsors 
and· Silent Auction Donors! 

American Players Theatre 

Arbor House, An Environmental Inn 

Audubon Inn 

B-Side Records and Tapes 
Better World ·club 

Poetic Matrix Press 

Pielsticker Photos 
REI · 

Satara Home and Baby Store 

Tex Tubbs Taco Palace 

IBl(Q) .. (CffilltJNOC NATJI«DN 
IPJBOJP>ILJB OlF 'll'!HI!B If!l[G VOKC!B 

Budget Bicycle Center 
Community Car 

The Vinery Stained Glass Studio 
The Weary Traveler 

W9814 Airport Road 
B lack River Falls, WI 54615 

(715) 284-9343 

Creative Energy 

Habitat for Humanity Re-Store 
Eagle Optics 

Wild Birds Unlimited 

Wildwood Productions http://www.hoclmnknation.com 

Earth and Water Works 
Eco-Friendly Flooring 

Fontana Sports Specialties 
Frugal Muse 

Gustafson Law Office 

.Hong Kong Cafe 

Green concrerce TraveL 
I=AMILY VACATIONS & BUSINt;SS TRIPS T~AT Rt;l=lt:CT YOUR VALUt;S 

Ctufom ilincrcries · Rail Ql\d air ticket.ng • Green lodging 

Qesponlib/o ttovcl thai coruo,....cu the envlro"'!'ent and 
impro•es the welt bting oflcxal ~ople 

WWW.GRiiliNCONCIIiRGETRAVH..COt-t • toll free a77.200.2a.c.c 

lnka Heritage 

International Crane Foundation 

Orange Tree Imports 

Community Pharmacy a:,.· Heartland Credit UnioA )'Mark E. Saunders Financial Planning 
$ Wisconsin Democracy Campaign *Seventh Generation Energy Systems~ 

Pat Peckham 
Bob and Jody Palzer 

( Drmors continued from page 9) 
Or Colin Rudolph, Rose Ruhland, EllcQ Rulsch, 
Steve Rumage, Tom & Natalie C Rutkowski, 
Barbara Ryder S Bernard Saley. Carla & Doug 
Salmon, Karen Samelson, Dr John Sauerwhite, 
Nena Saucerman, William J Saucier, Mark E 
Saunders, Penny Bemard & Dale Schaber, 
Joanne & Don Schalch, David Schall, David & 
Pntricia Schatz, Naomi Schlcpcr, Jane Schley, 
Caroline Schmidt, Tim Schmidt, Glenn & Mary 
Schnadt, Jane E Schneider, Michael 
Schoenebeck, 1l1eodorc E Schoenke, Ruth M 
Schocnwctter, Mr and Mrs Edward Scbten, 
Judith M Schueller, William & Ann Schultheis, 
P R Schumann, Christopher Schutte, Priscilla 
Sculley, Marie Seckar, Le Sedlacek, John J 
Seidl, Joanna Seifert, Barbara Seonbuchner, 
Katrina Scrwe, Mr & Mrs Robert Sewell, B & J 
Seybold, Janice Seybold, Ian Shackleford, 
Jennifer A Shannon, Susan Sherer, Karen R 
Shevet Dinah, J A Shiner-B:11A1n, M Sicbcnder, 
Dr & Mrs Allan A Siemers, Sierra Club - Great 
Waters Group, Sierra Club - WI River Country 
Group. Jennifer Sievert, T E Silverman. Mrs 
Marjorie M Slaughter, Anne Slaughter-Perrote, 
Paul Slota, Regina Smart, Peg Smelser. Charles 
R Smith. Cbarlotte Smith, Donald Smith, Ross 
Smith, Galen & Rose Smith. Susan Sf11ith, 
rlorian R & Louise C Smoczynski, Carole 

0sl~,6J{fs 
01 WISCON$1,_1 

Snowdon, Mr Louis & Ms Elsbeth Solomon, 
Gerald Sonnlcitner. Mark & Patricia Sontag, 
13everly Speer, El roy & Esther Spleuer, L A 
Srornovsky, Paul St Amauld. Barbara G St 
George, Bob & Dina St Louis, Will Stahl, S 
Stark, Andrea Steams, Richard Steeves, James J 
Steffens, H Steinberg, Vilas Steine, Jamie Sterk, 
Jean M & Steven Stem, Ralph Stevens, Patrick 
Stoffel, Dorothy Stotlet, Mary H Stoke, Vivian 
Stone, 1110mas William Stram MD, 1l10mas 
Straw, Samh H Streed, Marylyn Stroup, Jerome 
Stueber. Laurel Sturges, William J. Sugars, Dr 
Michel Sultan, Mr Geoffrey R Swain, Rolf R 
Swanson, Jeffrey L Swiggum, Keith R Symon. 
Jeffrey Sytsma T Linda Tate, Davis Taylor, 
Fred Teitgen, Hedy R Telfer, M Terranova, Caryl 
& Robert Terrell, Ann Ter)villiger, 1l10mas W 
Thatcher, Barbara & Henry 1l10mas, Mr & Mrs 
Donald E Thompson, Eric Thomp~on, Nancy 
Thompson, Paul W Thoresen, Constance 
Threinen, Tom Thrun, K lilsen, Shawn Tinder, 
Allen & Rosemary Toussaint, Leslie Touvc, 
David Towne, Kris Trapp. Caryn Treiber, Susan 
1\viggs. Helene F Tzougros U-V UW-Madison 
Dept of Neurosurgery, Ken Valdes, Tom W Van 
Ocr Paardt, Gail & William Van Haren, Steven 
Ventura, Lynn R Verger, Marilyn Verick, Robert 
Verrette, Dr Ann M Vertovec, Howard Vieth, Mr 
Walter L Vogl. W-X R Wachter-Nelson. 

Joanne Wagner, Lauris L Wagner, Cynthia A 
Walters, J Watson, Diana S Webb, Barbara 
Wedekind, Rosemary & David Wehnes, Ruth P 
Weinshel, Julie A Weiss, Ms Joann Welling, 
Katherine A Wenban, Richard R Wentzel, Gary 
Wemer, Shablq M Werner, Liz & Bill Wessel, 
Christa Westerberg, Mark & Ursula Whelan, 
Gerald J Whitehead, Vicky Wiegand, Mrs 
Hubert L Will, Mr Thomas E Williams, Thomas 
& Valerie Williams, Lisa Wilson, Patrea Wilson, 
Patrick & Bobbie Wilson, Ms Lucy Witthoft , 
Harvey Witzenburg, Eleanor Wolf, Fred & 
Karen Wollenburg, Barbara K Wolter, John & 
Mavis Wood, Levi Wood, Deborah Wright Y-Z 
Lnurie Yahr, Maureen E Zachow, Janusz Zak, 
Christi.ne M Z.1pf, Lauren C Zarder, Rhonda 
Zart , Lynn Zibell, Charlotte Zicve, Eric Zillgitt, 
Joanne & Jim Zipperer, Karen Zweizig, 

These donations were made from No1·ember I. 
2007 through October 31, 2008. \Vorkplace-giv· 
ing 'donors from 2007are included as well. 
Thanks also go 0111 ro our many comribmors 
who prefer to remain anonymous. \Ve try to 
acknowledge e1•el)' donor; if your name is not 
listed, please know that we greatly appreciate 
your support. 
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RIVER TOURING SECTION OF THE 
JOHN MUIR CHAPTER 

The River Touring Section (RTS) will hold its 
Annual Meeting on Saturday, January 10, 
2009, at the Summit Town Hall in 
Oconomowoc. This is a great opportunit-y to 
meet paddlers and -get involved witb a 
statewide paddling group. Doors open at 

. 11:00 am. TI1e potluck lunch starts around 
noon (please bring a dish to share). After 
lunch, we'll review last year's trips and clinics, 
plan for 2009 activities, and watch slides of 
past paddling adventures. It's a great way to 
beat those "the water's too hard to paddle in 
blues." 

If you're interested in paddling sorne great 
water with fun and skilled paddlers, then RTS 
is the group for you. We want to get you on 
rivers. We hope that you grow to enjoy pad­
dling,· to love 'rivers, and to support groups 
t!Jat work to protect them! AJI paddlers are 
welcome. Although most of our activities 
focus on river canoeing, we welcome the 
kayakers who occasion_ally join us too. 

Every year, our members lead paddling 
adventures on quiet-, moving-, and white­
water. To promote on-thc~water safety and 
improve paddling skills, we also host several 

Formol'<'iofo 

ffiSlERRA 
.WCLUB 

aod c.on.fidontial 
assbtancr, conta.c:t 
Gih Pl•nnfng l'tog=n 
85 Second St, 2nd Floor 
San Fr:mcls~o. CA 94105 
(800} 932 .. 1270 
planncd.givlng~'>ic:nadub.ort; 
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instructional clinics in May and June that are 
geared to new, beginning, and intermediate 
paddlers. Detailed infomiation about our trips 
and clinics is available on our website, 
www.wisconsin.sierraclub.org/rts/, and in The 
Muir \tiew. We also send previous trip and 
clinic participants a list of the season's 
upcoming trips along with our annual report. 

RTS supports conservation organizations by 
providing financial support to ·the John Muir 
Chapter of the Sierra Club, the River Alliance 
of Wisconsin, American Rivers, and American 
Whitewater. 

For more information, contact RTS Chair 
Meg Nelson at prairiesmoke2@gmail.corn. 

'09 PADDLING TRIPS 
July 29 - Aug. 8: Boundary Watcrs!Qticlico 
Canoe Trip. Join eight other modem-day 
voyageurs on this special adventure into the 
timeless and pristine wilderness of Canada's 
Quetico Provincial Park. Two 9-pcrson crews 
\\ill traverse the park ·one way, one crew 
beginning at an Ely, MN base and the other at 
Atikokan, Ontario, meeting along the way in a 
grand rendezvous. Expect to sec wildlife and 
ancient Ojibway pictographs, travel the route~ 
of the trappers and voyageurs and have the 
opportunity to explore from wildemess camps, 
fish and swim in drinkable Jakes, learn about 
Quetico's natural and cultural history and 
stargaze in crystal-clear skies. Experience js 
not required, but good physical fitness and a 
positive artitude arc essential. Shared costs · 
will be $475, including canoes and packs. A 

deposit of $100 will hold your reservation. 
Sout!Jbound dates are July 30-Aug. 8. Trip 
leaders: Mike Prausa, 414-305-0052, or 
mprausa@wi.rr.com and Bill Moore 262-785-
9022, environl@sbcglobal.net. [G\V/4UJM] 

Aug. 29 - Scp. 7: Boundary lVaters/Quetico 
Canoe Trip. Experience the life and land of 
the French voyageurs, Ojibway Indians and 
British trappers on this classic adventure into 
Ontario's Quctico Provincial Park. Beginning 
from a base ncar Ely, MN, you'll roam 
tl1rough the best of Quetico's granite wilder­
ness witl1 opportunities.to fish, swim in drink­
able lakes, view ancient pictographs and 
wildlife, stargaze and learn about this historic 
land. Experience is not required, but good 
physical fitness and a positive attitude are 
essential. Shared costs will be $475, including 
canoes and packs. Reservation deposit: $ 100. 
Trip leader: Bill Moore, 262-785-9022 or 
environ] @sbcglobal.net. [G\V/4UJM] 

Scp. 25 - Oct. 4: Boundary Waters/Quetico 
Canoe Trip. Join us on an adventure into the 
timeless and pristine wilderness of Quetico 
Provincial Park. Autumn's quiet beauty 
rewards paddlers who travel when the air is 
crisp and fall colors start. On our journey, we 
paddle a shorter distance over our eigllt days 
in the land of the voyageurs so you can spend 
more ·time sharing in opportunities to fish, 
explore, rela."< and renect. Experience is not a 
requirement, but good physical fitness and a 
positive attitude are essential. Shared costs 
will be $475, including canoes and packs. 
Reservation deposit: $ 100. Trip leader: Eric 
Uram, eric.uram@headwater.us or 608-233-
4120 [GW/4UJM] 

The International Scale of River Rating Difficulty is a guide for assessing 
the difficulty of a stretch of water. Some rivers will not clearly fall into a neat 
system. Temperatures below 50 °F should change a rating to be one class 
more difficult than normal. 

Class I - Moving water with few riffles and small waves. Few or no obstruc­
tions. 
Class II - Easy rapids with waves up to three feet and wide clear channels that 
are obvious. 
Class Ill - Rapids with high, irregular waves often capable of swamping an 
open canoe. Narrow passages that often require complex maneuvering. May 
require some scouting from shore. 
Class IV - Long, difficult rapids and constricted passages that often require pre­
cise maneuvering in very turbulent waters. Scout from shore often necessary 
and conditions make rescue difficult. Canoeists and kayakers should have the 
ability to roll. 

(Note: The scale includes two additional Classes - V and VI - but since RTS is 
not offering trips at that level. we didn't include that information.) 

From the American C~noe Association Web Site. 
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The Sierra. Club, as an organization, serves a dual purpose. John Muir's vision 
for an environmeotal. group was not just one of edueation and legislation. He 
f,e!t very strongly t tiaUhe best way· to empower peopl~ t o want to proteqt the 
w1ld places of the 'earth was to get them ovt to enjoy them. Therefore the 
Sierra Club has alWays fostered a strong outings program to go along w ith our 
conservation ethic. To that end, there are many local events available to hike 
bike. camp. ski etc., as well as national and international outings which car~ 
listed in ''Sierra," 1he magazine of th~ Sferra Club or on the website: www.sier­
rac.tub.org/outing<J'/national/ 

'. . ' . . . . .. 
Outings are open t9; all member~ dt th~ 'John Muir c·~aJ)t~r and to th~. general 
pbblic. No~e that all outings are subjeCt' to change. PL~SE contact trip leaders 
ahead of t1me so they know you are coming and can contact you in case cif can­
cellation or other changes. 

January 16-19, Friday-Monday: Cross 
Country Ski Trip to Afterglow Lake Resort, 

' Phelps. Discover and Jearn about the winter 
ecosytem while you stay for 3 nights and ski 
for 4 days at Afterglow Lake Resort 18 miles 
north of Eagle River. A side-by-side duplex 
cabin is reserved. Each side has wood burning 
fireplaces, full kitchens and three bedrooms 
(2 double beds and 2 bunks.) Bring your own 
sheets/sleeping bag and towels. The diago­
naVclassic and skate skiing tracks and sepa­
rate snowshoe trails are excellent. Other trails 
arc close by. Thbing and ice-skating are also 
available. There is a whirlpool, sauna and a 
hole in the water for the polar plunge if you're 
so inclined! For more resort info go to: after­
glowresort.com. Bring your own breakfasts & 
lunches. Friday night you're on your own. 
(1berc are several nearby supper clubs.) On 
Saturday ·night there'll be wine/beer and 
cheese tasting followed by pot-luck. Please 
bring something that goes with chili , such as 
salad or bread and bring your own 
wine/beer/beverage and cheese to share for 
the tasting. For Sunday dinner there will be 
leftovers or you may choose to go out. 
Lodging is about $120/person for all 3 nights, 
including a $5 trip fee. A non-refundable 
(unless we arc able to replace you) deposit of 
$100 is due to reserve your spot. Nancy 

. Brown-Koel/er; evening: 920-830-6625, 
weekends: 715-524-2293. Appleton [FV]. 

January 17, Saturday: Eagle Watching at 
Sauk City. Join Bill on a DNR guided bus tour 
to learn about eagles at watching s ites near 
Sauk City. Tllis is an educational kid-friendly 
event. Carpool from the Panera Bread parking 
lot on Junction Rd. Meet at 8:30 for breakfast 
or arrive by 9: 15 to carpool. The bus leaves 
Sauk City for the tour at 10 AM. After the tour 
we'll check out some educational displays or 
presentations in town and then stop for lunch 
before heading back to Madison. Bring binoc­
ulars & cameras. For more info or to RSVP: 
duh.guru@mt.net. (The schedule for this has 

not been posted yet; so info may change. 
Updates will be made as necessary.) [4L] 

January 18, Sunday: Family Sledding at 
Indian Lake County Park. Bring the kids and 
sleds and join us for a 2-hour family outing at 
Indian Lake Cty Park. We'll sled down·a gen­
tle slope suitable for all ages. Warm up with 
hot chocolate and snacks in the warming 
cabin and finish up with a fun educational 
activity. Please note that this is a fun and edu­
cational outing for both kids and parents. 
Meet at 1 PM in the Indian Lake parking lot, 
approx. 15 miles northwest of Madison. Take 
Hwy 12 west, tum left on Hwy 19, go about 2 
miles ~md tum left into Indian Lake Cty Park. 
There is no fee for sledding. (Tell the parking 
lot attcnd3!1t tha.t you came just for sledding.) 
If you want to ski there's a $7 trail pass for 
anyone 16 or older. For more info or RSVP: 
K(llhy Mulbrandon: 608-848-5076 or 
kmulb@charte1:net. [ 4L] 

January 22, Thursday: Cruisin 'for Cuisine 
to Imperial Garden. ln keeping with our 
"Best of Madison in tl1e 'Burbs'" we'll go to 
Middleton to enjoy pcrcnn.ial favorite: 
Imperial Garden. (www.imperialgarden.com) 
lf you've never eaten there, then you haven't 
had Chjnese done right. The ambience is old­
school Chinese restaurant: dark woods. hang­
ing lanterns, red lacquer ... the works. (Not to 
mention the best sizzling rice I've ever had.) 
RSVP by Jan. 16: Lacinda: lathen@farin.com 
or 608-274-7870. /4L/ 

February 7, Saturday: Candlelight Ski at 
Blue Mound State Park. Join us for a candle­
light ski/hike/snowshoe. This is one of the 
candlelight evems hosted by the DNR and 
park friends groups held each winter. After 
enjoying the trails and learning about the 
area's winter ecosystem. sit by the warm fire 
with a steaming cup of hot chocolate. We' ll 
meet at 6:30 PM in the parking lot next to the 
hay bales surrounding the fire pit. A park 

s ticker is required for all cars. Carpooling will 
depart from tl1e Military Ridge Trail parking 
lot, comer of Verona Rd and Hwy PD, on the 
east side of Verona at 6 PM. For more info or 
to RSVP: Kathy Mulbrandon: 608-848-5076 
or kmulb@charter.net. [4L] 

Febn1ary 22, Sunday: Snowshoe walk at 
Mosquito Hill Nature Center, New London. 
Noon-2 p.m. Leam about the season's natural 
world on an easy walk through lowland 
forests and along the Wolf River. Snowshoe 
rental available (if renting, please arrive by 
11:30). Meet in the warm Nature Center 
building. Nancy Brown-Koeller: 920-830-
6625; 715-524-2293 [FL] . 

February 27-28, Saturday/Sunday: X-C 
Ski!Stwwslwe in Ironwood, Ml & llurlej~ 
WI. Lodging for two nights at "The lnn" (a 
B&B) in Montreal, WI. It's a classic 
foursquare built in 1913 as the Montreal 
Mining Company office. The company town 
of Montreal is on the ·National Register of 
Historic Places. Options for families, couples 
or solo travelers. Skiing at ABR on Sat., a 
family operated, full service touring (classic, 
skate & snowshoe traHs; lessons) area located 
on over 500 acres of varied terrain along the 
Montreal River. Sunday ski options include 
the city of Montreal's nearby trail with histor­
ical markers along the way or the Wolverine 
Trails at Big Powderhorn. About 
$45/person/night plus trails fees and dinner at 
local restaurants. (Famous Liberty Bell pizza 
Fri. night!) See you in Big Snow Country 
where you' ll learn about the area's environ­
ment wllile having some winter fun! $90 
deposit due with reserVation to Nancy Brown­
Koel/er: 920-830-6625, 715-524-2293 [FV] 

O~ing host group is ini:\il:ated In brackets: 

, liabiiJty Waiver & C~rp9oling: 
In order to participate·irt .a Sierra Cl4b outing • 
ymi' will need to sigf} a 'liability waiver. In the 
interests of facilitating the lOgiStics of some 
outings. it is customary that participants mak.e 
carpooling arrangements. The Sierra Club 
does not have insurance, for carpooling 
anaogements·and assumes no liability for 
thein. Carpooling. ride sharing or anYthing 
sirhilarls strictly a privat~ arrangement among 
the participants. Particigants assume the risks • 
associated wi(h this traveL CST 2087766--40. 
Registration as a seller of t ravel does .not con- · 
$titute approval by the State of California. 

Outings Coordinator: 
Charles Paine 
N8172 Firelar\e 13 
Menasha, WI 54952;$650 
92(). 739-1900 
Email: cliaspO@peoplepc;com 
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Planning a Legacy 
of Protecting our 
Environment 
by Melinda Gustafson Gervasi 

The John Muir Chapter was named after 
famous conservationist John Muir, who was 
born in Scotl~nd but spent his youth on a 
famt ncar Portage, Wisconsin. He later 
attended the University of Wisconsin at 
Madison before trekking west to form the 
Sierra Club in 1892. 

Our Chapter works every day to continue 
Muir's legacy of enjoying and protecting 
our unique species and ecosystems. 
Planned giving offers you the opportunity 
to be an integral part of the Muir legacy in 
Wisconsin. It. means we can continue our 
mission to develop a well-trained grass­
roots network dedicated to protecting our 
state's environment and realizing our vision 
to create a clean-energy future. 

Contrary to popular opinion, you don't need 
to be a Kennedy or Rockefeller to make a 
planned gift-anyone, even those of modest 
means, can designate money or property to 
a cause that is important to them. A planned 
gift can eit11er be a percentage of your net 
wonh, a specific piece of property, or a spe-

cific dollar amount. Additionally, planned 
giving allows you to make a gift either dur­
ing life or at dcat11, creating nexibility if 
your financinl situation is uncertain. 

Besides providing diverse ways for you to 
invest in a cnuse you care about, planned 
giving may also generate tax benefits. Talk 
to your attomcy, tax advisor or accountant 
before taking action. 

Here are some of the most common types 
of planned gifts: 

• llequest in a Will - Name a non-profit 
organization in your will. It is possible 
to amend an existing will to include a 
non-profit organization. Here are two 
examples of bequests: 

* I leave $I ,000 to Non-profit X. 

* I leave I 0% of the residue of my 
estate to Non-profit Y. 

• Life Insurance Policy - Designate a 
non-profit organization as either a pri­
mary, secondnry or final beneficiary of a 
current policy. 

Charitable Remainder Trust - Transfer 
ownership of property to a trust. You can 
be a beneficiary now, and upon your 
deatll tlle remaining balance is paid to a 
named non-profit organization. 

A Green Wedding 

• Charitable Gift Annuity - Create a 
contract between yourself and a non­
profit organization. You make a gift to 
tlle organization, and in return they 
agree to pay income generated by the 
gifl to you for the rest of your life or for 
a set period of time. 

• Beneficiary of a Retirement Plan -
List a non-profit organization as a bene­
ficiary. 

As the New Year approaches, it is a wonder­
ful time to think about what causes are 
important to you and consider how you can 
support them. If protecting the environment 
has been an important part of how you Jive 
your life, perhaps t11e best legacy you can 
leave others is a wild and healthy planet 
Can you amend your will to leave ten per­
cent of your assets to The John Muir 
Chapter of the Sierra Club? Whctl1er you 'rc 
planning a bequest of $100 or $100,000, 
your gift will amplify the work of thou­
sands of volunteers who care about tlle 
environment. 

Attorney Melinda Gustafson Gervasi spe­
cializes in estate planning and probate 
issues, and is the Deferred Gifts 
Representative for the Sierra Club, Jofm 
Muir Chapter. Size ca11 be reached at 
Melinda@gustafsonlegal.com or 608-274-
7192. 

When we planned our wedding, we wanted to show our love for the planet as well as our 
love for each other. The invitations included wildflower seeds impregnated in the outer 
sleeve. At the reception. instead of glass clinking to call for the bride and groom to kiss. 
we requested that our guests offer a donation to the Sierra Club. These small gestures. 
while not world-changing, were meaningful to us and may help inspire our family and 
friends to think globally and act locally. 

Thanks to Anne and Chris Meyer, Madison, for the creative way they shared their special 
day with the John Muir Chapter. 

... 


