


Wisconsin Gnnservatmn Hall of Fame

by Peter Muto, WCHOF delegate

The Board of Directors, met at Stevens

Point in November and elected three heroes

from the past to the Wisconsin
Conservation Hall of Fame (WCHOF). The
three were Carroll "Buzz" Besadny,
Melville ‘Cohee and Paul Oscar Husting,
We will induct these men at a formal cere-
mony on April 19, 2008, at the Little
Theater of the Sentry -Headquarters in
Stevens Point.

. CARROLL BESADNY (1929-1999)

Carroll was born in 1929 in Kewaunee and '

finished his forimal education at UW-
Madison, earning a BS in biology and an
MS in wildlife management. He went to’
work at the old Wisconsin Conservation -
Department, which later became part of our
Department of Natural Resources. He had a
42-year career there, and was Secretary of

-the department for 12 years. - The first
President Bush appointed Buzz to the Great
Lakes Fishery Commission. Besadny was
elected President of the Wildlife Society for
1974-1975. He died in 1999.

MELVILLEAH. COHEE (1909-2001)

Melville was born in Frankfort, Indiana and .

was reared on a farm. He was educated at

Purdue University where he carned a BS
and MS in agriculture. Mr. Cohee started on

his PhD work at UW-Madison in 1932 in

agricultural economics. During his studies
he helped plan the soil etosion control pro-

‘gram of the Coon Creek Watershed

Demonstration Project in Wisconsin’s drift-
less area. This was our nation’s first demon-
stration service. Cohee helped inspire the
creation of the federal Soil Conservation
Service (SCS), which later became part of
the Natural Resources Conservation
Service. After completing his PhD degree,
he worked for the SCS for the rest-of his
career. He authored 50 technical articles
and publications in his work. Mr. Cohee is

recognized for his beneficial impact on our .

country.

PAUL OSCAR HUSTINGS (1866-1917)

Paul was born in Fond du Lac, and his fam-
ily moved to Mayville while he was a child.
He was educated in the public schools, but
became a high school dropout. He asked

Governor George W. Peck for a job in_
Madison to enable him.to go to school

there. It would have been difficult for our
Governor to ignore him because Paul's

- Grandfather was Solomon Juneau, the
founder of Milwaukee. Paul became a .
bookkeeper for.the Secretary of State. He

studied law at UW-Madison, finished at the
age of 29, and established his law practice
in Mayville. He served as District Attorney
of Dodge County ‘and was elected to the
state senate. While there he served as chair-
man of a committee dealing with water-
power, dramage and forestry, which suc-
ceeded in passing bills that protected the
public interest.

Hustings was elected US Senator as a

Democrat to become junior senator to

“Fighting Bob" La Follette. He voted for
declaration of war -against Germany in

1917—Lafollette voted "NO!"™ But La

Follette had great respect for Hustings’

opinions. Later that year, Hustings returned

to Wisconsin and was killed by his brother -
in a hunting accident. He is honored for his -
profound impact on our understanding of
laws governing our public interest in the
waters of the state. (Details of Mr.
Hustings’ life are from the works of*Bill
Berry and Evonne Berry.)

For more inforﬁ:aﬁon on the Wisconsin
Conservation Hall of Fame please visit:
http://www.wchf.org/

Peter Muto, with Dale Schaber, represents
the John Muir Chapter on the Board of the
Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame.

" Peter is a past chair of the JMC and the St.
. Croix Valley Interstate Group. He lives in

River Falls and S'erves on the ExCon of the
SCVIG.
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RIVER TOURING SEGTIO

2008 Annual Meeting -

River Touring Section (RTS) volunteers
teach a variety of clinics and trips on both
quietwater and whitewater. We welcome
Sierra Club members and non-members
paddling either canoes or kayaks. All trips
except clinics and ‘any group camping
charges, are free. You are respon31b1e for
your own transportation to the river, pad-
dling gear, food and lodging or camping

-equipment. All participants are required to-

sign a liability waiver. RTS also. partici-

pants directly in river protection issues

around the state.

The River Touring Section’s 2008 Annual .
Meeting will start at 11 a.m. Saturday,

January 12, in the Town of Summit Town
Hall near Oconomowoc. Anyone interest-
ed in canoeing or kayaking is welcome to
attend.

Our main activity is filling the calendar
with a variety of paddling adventures from

- jce-out in spring to freeze-up in the fall.

We also conduct the annual business meet-
ing where we discuss river conservation

-issues and elect a new chairperson.

As we did last year, we'll start with a
potluck Iunch. The meeting will wind up

OF THE
JOHN IVIIIIB CHAPTER

with slides and stories about members’
trips over the past year. Please contact
Chuck Patrick if you have any slides or
stories you would like to share. Bring
whatever paddling gear you would like to
sell. Also bring a dish to share and your
own plates, cups, and utensils. RTS pro-
vides beverages.

Please direct questionsl or concems regard- '
ing the River Touring Section to Meg

- Nelson at prairiesmoke2 @gmail.com.

See you on January 12th for the annual

~ meeting!

Tell the Boss... I’s Snowing!

when it’s predicted to be 45°F, the snow’s
freshness, if not the snow, will be gone.

by Ron Horn, Chapter Outing Chairman

Looking around October’s' Annual Chapter
Meeting, it was evident many of us are at
that age where we can contemplate freedom
from a boss.- (It was equally refreshing to

note the number of young faces amongst

us!)

My own opportunity “to tell the boss...”
occurred on an appropriate date — April
Fool’s Day 2000! The conversation- was
intentionally a one-way street.

Well before Ronnie Reagan changed the
fundamental values of our country, I count-
ed on.more than just his bottom line eco-
nomics. As he allowed business tycoons a

free rein, I found increasing disagreements

with bosses and regulators who spent more
time weaseling around our environmental
and business laws, rules and regulations

-than leading society with a common sense

of fair play to solve society’s needs, such as
global warming.

Without competent leaders, we now note
the increasingly ephemeral nature of our
winters’ snow, etc. Therefore, when it
snows in the evening, “tell your boss™ it’s
most important to your mental health and
product1v1ty that you spend a few hours the
next morning X-C skiing or snowshoeing
through the white stuff! By the weekend

Four inches of fresh powder snow at 15°F -

(green wax with a blue kicker) is too grand
an opportunity to miss! I’m fortunate to be
able to break fresh tracks at Riveredge
Nature Center or Cedarburg Bog, each
within three miles of the gravel road that
runs past home. :

Who was out during the night or the first
hours of dawn? Deer and bunny rabbit

- tracks are surely to be found. Mouse, squir- - -

rel (boundmg between trees) and turkey

tracks are relatively common too. Use the.

silence to follow the tracks to a flock of
turkeys! Which way were the critters
going? Was it at a fast clip or was the red
fox just poking around from one grass tuft
to the next?

Fresh powder snow is best to capture the

details of a mouse or vole dragging its tail. -

Following a mouse track can be rewarding!
Twice I’ve been fortunate to observe tracks
marking the intersection of a mouse’s track
with the wing beat or two of ‘a silent,
winged predator. A squirt of red and the
absence of further mouse tracks indicated
the outcome.

My most unusual track (typically, no cam-
eéra!); a Riveredge squirrel bounding across

~ the snow at a good clip. Tlus trail must have

been his daily route. He sailed right across

‘a Leopold bench strateglca.lly placed in
~ bright sunlight and kept on going. The mir- -

acle was that he left the six inches of pow-
der snow on the top of the bench-with the
hole his body punched right through! Did
he pause to turn back to admire his handi-
work? (Nol)

Untouched powder snow slows our descent,
giving us a better chance to ski around that
big tree. Note the light breeze dislodging
tufts of powder from the pine branches.
Saunter slowly; admire the curl and grace-
ful lighting on a fresh snowdrift. After win-
ter’s hard freeze, a crusted wet snow can be
perfect to allow crossing the swamp you’ve
been curious to explore. Air bubbles

" trapped under the ice of a babbling brook

create unique patterns.

On weekdays there’s the added plus of free-
dom from the whine of fleeing snowmo-
biles. During each such outing, I revel in
the total peace ‘n quiet while the rest-of the
world is funously at work. Yes, tell the
boss...

)

Join us on an outing or help lead one!

Questions or suggestions?

Ron may be contacted at:

3165 Tree Lane

West Bend, WI 53095-9412
(262)-675-6747 ’
RonHorn7 @yahoo.com

(e-mail is not checked frequently).
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WINTER & SPRING OUTINGS ‘08

January 1, 2008, Tuesday: New. Years Day
Hike/Snowshoe at Parfrey’s Glen. Start the
New Year off right with some quality time
with nature. We’ll check out a section of the
Ice Age National Scenic Trail and top it off
with a hike into Parfrey’s Glen, a dramatic
gorge in the Baraboo Hills known for its sub-
lime beauty. The trails ¢an be slippery when
snow and ice covered. Snowshoes will pro-
vide a good grip. Boots with good tread help.
Spikes or crampons work well too. Bring
weather-appropriate, layered clothing and
footwear, a snack and water. We’ll meet at
11:00 AM in the Parfrey’s Glen parking lot on
* County Hwy DL in Sauk County. Carpooling
from Madison will leave at 10:00 AM from

the western parking lot Hill Farms State.

Office Building on Sheboygan Avenue. A
state park sticker is required for vehicles. Jon
Higgins (Madison) at 608-345-5997 or jon-
nylv@earthlink.net. [4L] '

January 12, Saturday: Candlelight Ski at
Lake Kegonsa State Park. Experience and
learni. about the winter environment as you
cross-country ski on a beautiful winter night.
Join us for 2 miles of groomed ski trails lit
with hundreds of glowing luminaries. To car-
pool from Madison meet at 5:30 p.m. at
Ground Zero Coffee: House, 744 Williamson
St. Please RSVP to meet at the trailhead so we
will look for you. We'll grab something to eat
afterwards. Jon Higgins, Madison, 608-345-
5997 or jonnylv@earthlink.net. [4L]

January 18-20: Three nights at the
Afterglow Lake Resort. A side-by-side
duplex type cabin wood burning fireplaces is

reserved at this pbpular family resort 18 miles
north of Eagle River, WI. Their excellent
striding and skate skiing trails and separate

.snowshoe trails are free for resort guests.

Other trails are nearby. There’s also tubing
and ice-skating and even a hole in the water
for the polar plunge if you're so inclined!
Check the website for more information
including ski conditions.

Saturday Night is wine/beer and cheese tast-
ing followed by a potluck dinner. Friday and

. Sunday nights are on your own. There are

nearby restaurants or you can use the fully
equipped kitchen in each unit to eat-in.

Each trip participant is responsible for the fol-
lowing:

'« All breakfasts, lunch and snack foods and

beverages.

* Equipment and clothing for weather and
conditions. (Snowshoe rental is available
at the resort.) . .

* Sheets and bath towels. (Blankets, pillows
and bedspreads are supplied.) A sleeping
bag may be the easiest thing to bring.

Penny Bemnard Schaber and Dale Schaber:

Appleton, 920-739-6041. Nancy - Brown-
Koeller and John Koeller: Appleton/Shawano
day: 920 721-5431; evening: 920-830-6625
[FV]

January 22, Tuesday: Cruisin’ for Cuisine to
Paisan’s. Let's visit an old Italian favorite on
a cold ‘winter night. With their new location,
we may get a nice view of Lake Monona

while we dine! Discussion topic: The environ-
ment in election '08. RSVP to Lacinda Athen
by January 17th - 608-274-7870 or
lathen@farin.com [4L]

January 26, Saturday: Ski the Lakewood
Trail. Learn about the Nicolet National Forest
on the trail which winds for several miles,
crossing several forest roads along the way.

. It’s a fairly easy trail but rated intermediate

for a few stretches. Charlie Paine, Menasha,
920-739-1900. [FV]

February 16, Saturday: Work Party at John

. Muir Memorial Park. Help restore the oak
" savanna depicted in John Muir’s sketch of his

first boyhood home in America. As a boy,

" Sierra Club’s founder cleared stumps around

the same quiet lake where we’ll flex our mus-
cles. Work clothes and gloves are recom-

- mended to haul brush and tend fires. Meet at

9:30 a.m. Bring lunch and beverage. -

Muir spoke often about preserving this area
for posterity and we can enjoy a winter day
while making that dream come true. Muir
Park is located on the east side of Hwy F, half
way between Portage and Montello.
(Potential snow days: Feb. 17, 23, & 24.) John
Reindl, 4514 Gregg Rd, Madison, WI 53705,
(608) 238-0393, reindl@chorus.net or Ron
Horn, West Bend, 262- 675-6747. This is the
JOHN MUIR MEMORIAL PARK!! Please -
help with a good turnout! (If you can’t join us
on the 16th but would like to HELP, please
contact us. There will be other workdays dur-
ing the winter.) [JM]

(Continued on next page)
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Protecting
Ghequamegon-
Nicolet National
Forest |

The Environmental Law & Policy Center’s

(ELPC), a Midwest public interest environ-'

mental advocacy organization, recently
updated the John Muir Chapter on their
.work to protect the forest' ecosystem in
Northern Wisconsin. /

The U.S. Forest Service multiple and accel-"

erating timber sales would allow logging on

80,000 acres of the Chequamegon-Nicolet
National Forest. ELPC public interest attor-
neys. are representing our scientist col-
leagues to preserve the most important nat-

.ural areas, clean water, threatened species
and wildlife habitat, biodiversity and other
natural resources values.

Right now, the Forest Service appears.to be

. gearing up to approve the Fishel timber
~ sale, which is located about ten miles north-

east of Eagle River. Key sensitive species
and important natural areas are at risk.

- ELPC is currently challenging four timber

sales in the administrative process: Camp
Four, east of Park Falls; Cayuga, near Clam

. Lake; Fishel, just east of Eagle River; and

Medford Aspen, northwest of Medford.

They settled two timber sales with the
Forest Service: Boulder, near Langlade;
and Long Rail, near Long Lake, in which
we reached agreements that the Forest
Service would not cut old northern hard-

, wood and aspen stands in specified areas to

protect vital habitat for red-shouldered
hawks and northern goshawks, and to clean
rivers and streams.

ELPC pﬁblic interest attorneys are chal-
lenging four timber sales in.the Federal
District Court in Milwaukee: Fishbone,

;?ar Iron River; McCaslin, near Lakewood;
orthwest Howell, near Eagle River; and
Twentymile, located between Grand View
and Clam Lake. These four cases are at var-
ious stages of litigation and involve Forest
Service ~violations of the National
Environmental Policy Act and other federal
envuonmental laws.

Founded in 1993, one of ELPC’s premises
is that environmental progress and econom-
ic development can be achieved together.
For more information about ELPC’s work
visit the website: www.elpc.org.

The Environmental Law & Policy Center
contacted JMC because of our interest and
support for protecting natural resources in
Wisconsin. They will keep us informed of

- their progress. Eric Uram, JMC vice-chair,

suggests that the Conservation Committee
coordinate with ELPC’s efforts. To enlist
your support contact the chapter office or
Eric at Eric.Uram@headwaters.us.

(Outings continued from previous page)

February 23, Saturday: Cross Country Ski
at the Brown County Reforestation Camp.
We will ski- the well-groomed trails (both
striding and skating) along which we will see
first-hand the effects of modern forest man-

agement, then stop for pizza on the way.

home. ' Charlie Paine, Appleton, 920-739-
1900. [FV]

February 26, Tuesday: Cruisin’ for Cuisine
to David's Jamaican Cuisine. A short trip to
Monona and you'll feel like you're in the
islands! Spicy jerk dishes and a tropical drink
can help ward off the winter chill. Discussion
topic: Green lawn care. RSVP to Lacinda

-. Athen by February 21st. 608¢274—7870 or .

lathen@fann com. [4L]

-~

'MAay 10-19: Boundary Waters/Quetico Park

Canoé Trip. Join us on an adventure in 4 time-

less and pristine wilderness called Quetico. In
the land of the voyageurs you’ll join eight
other canoeists along ancient pathways and

waterways, paddling two days in to a base -

camp for four days of exploration, relaxation
and fresh fish meals. Featuring fishing, reflec-
tion and observing wildlife, this trip occurs
when cool lakes and weather afford the best
angling. Experience is not required, but good
physical fitness and a positive attitude are
essential. Shared costs will be $475, including
canoes and packs. A deposit of $100 is neces-
sary to hold your reservation. Trip leader:

Richard Berling. Call 608-241-0817 or email

reberling@charter.net. [4L/GW/IM]

May 11-17: Women's Northwoods Service
Week in Boulder Junction, WI. Join other

outdoorswomen in the beautiful Northern
Highland State Forest to assist with research
projects, plant native trees, prepare canoe
campsites for summer, and/or quash. alien
invasives in native forest ecosystems. Stay at
a lakeside cabin while working four days and
using one "layover day” to explore the area's
trails, Jakes, and rivers. Limit 8; cost $170,
mcludmg accommodations and meals. This
trip is jointly sponsored by the Central U.P.
MI ‘group; the Louisville, KY group; and the
River Prairie, IL group. Contact Sherry Zoars,
Watersmeet; MI, thezoars@excite.com, 906-

. 358-1110, or Kate Cunningham, Louisville,

KY, kate.cunningham@jusio.com, 502-339-
1381, [M] . .

August 2-11: Boundary Waters/Quetico
Canoe Trip. Join eight other modern-day
voyageurs on this special adventure into the
timeless and pristine wilderness of Canada’s
Quetico Provincial Park. Two nine-person
crews will traverse the park one way, one
crew beginning at an Ely, MN base and the
other at Atikokan, Ontario, meeting along the
way in a grand rendezvous. Expect to see
ancient Ojibway pictographs, travel the routes

-of. the trappers and voyageurs and fish and

swim in drinkable lakes. Experience is not
required, but good physical fitness and a pos-
itive attitude are essential. Shared costs will
be $475, including canoes and packs. A
deposit of $100 will hold your reservation.

Trip leaders: Mike Prausa (Atikokan to Ely)

414-305-0052, email mprausa@wi.rr.com
and Bill Moore (Ely to Atikokan) 262-785-
9022, email environl@sbcglobal.net.
[GW/4L/IM]

August 29 - September 7: Boundary Waters/
Quetico Canoe Trip. Experience the life and
land -of the French voyageurs, Ojibway
Indians and British trappers on this classic
adventure into Ontario’s Quetico Provincial

- Park. Beginning from a base near Ely, MN,

you’ll roam through the best of Quetico’s
granite wilderness with opportunities to fish,
swim,. view ancient pictographs and learn
about this historic land. Experience is not
required, but good physical fitness and a pos-
itive attitude are essential.. Shared costs will
be $475, including canoes and packs.
Reservation deposit: $100. Trip leadet/guide:
Bill Moore. Call 262-785-9022 or email env-
iron1 @sbcglobal.net. [GW/4L/IM]







