VOLUME 29




The special use permit situation seems to be resolved 1n a sastisfac-
tory manner. We hope that trip leaders successfully obtain permits
for all of this season’s outings. The protecting of all our remaining
wilderness areas 13 a genuine problem; hence, the wilderness entry
gquota svystem is emploved. The ocbverse side of this 1s a persnnial
problem for trip leaders. Freguently not enocugh spots are available
for those who would like to go.

Anather problem compounds the limited number of spaces available:
We had the experience on many trips last year that should not be a
problem to leaders: Some people apply for more than one trip scheduled
to go the same weekend, then pick the one they like best from those
with room. The result is people being turned down for a trip which
16 not full. One specific person SABE d three of our outings., then
chose other trips for each. Flease be considerate of those who would
like to go. I recommend that leaders share information with each other
on anvaone who continues this practice. If vou send in an application
for a trip and then can’t go,. let the leader know as early as possible.
Saome of us are hard-to-reach at home. Try ouwr office rnumber.

ficcident 7 INCIDENT reports. Even when sverything comes out 0 K, 1t 1s
important to submit a report on an incident that reqguired a search. It
is also appropriate to report on a significant incident which esasily
CQULD have ended more seriously.

Toward a full, safe
climbing season,
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NEW MEMBERSHIP RECORDS CHAIRMAN NEEDED!

Ron Bartell has been keeping the membership records for SPS since 1981
and would like to resign. If you have a personal computer or access
to a computer and are interested in doing Ron’s job, talk to him or

Dave Dykeman.
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Arrow 29-2 Disappointment 29-2 Muah 29-2 Starr King 29-1
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Clark 29-2 Julius Caesar 29-2 Pyramid 29-2

Colosseum 29-2 Merced 29-2 Rockhouse 29-2

COVER FHOTO: One of the more challenging routes in the High Sierra,
the North Face of Norman Clyde Peak. Here climbers approach under the
leadership of Dan Mihal jevich and Dale Van Dalsem shortly after an
early summer snowfall in July 1982. Photographer: FPete Yamagata.
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

NEW EMEBLEM HOLDER NEW MEMBERS
Vic Henney (Mt. Darwin) Jim Oakland
. Richard Negri
NEW SENIOR EMBLEM HOLDERS Suzanne Thomas
Mark Goebel (Mt. Rose) Lisa Freundlich
Lloyd Brown (Black Kaweah?) Don Borad
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NEW SPRING SCHEDULE SPS TRIPS

MAY 4-5 SAT~SUN

Bolton Brown and Birch: Climb from Birch Lake. Crampons and ice axe
required., Participants must be confident on steep snow and in very
good physical condition., Will be a fast paced hike. Leaders: LARRY
HOAK % DAVE VANDERVOET. Contact Larry Hoak at (213) 688-4788 or (213)
931-2614 for details. Sase to 838 South Orange Drive, LA, CA 90036.

MAY 21-23 TUE-THU

M: Alta {(11,204’), Silliman (11,188%): Early season hikes of two
westside peaks out of Giant Forest. Practice snowshoeing & cramponning
on hard day hikes back to back. Sase & quals to Leaders: NORM ROHN, RJ

SECOR.

JUN 6-8 THU-SAT

M: Izaak Walton (12,099’), Red & White (12,850’)1 A good hike up McGee
Cr. & over the pass will put us in position for these 2 peaks on
Silver Divide. Easy pace, but msuch snow & some 3rd class. BMTC grads

OK. Sase ¥ quals to Leaders: NORM ROHMN, RJ SECDR.

JUN 9-11 SUN-TUE

M: Joe Devel Pk (13,32%"), Mt Pickering (13,48%’): And possibly Cirque
Pk (12,900’). 30 mi, 8,000” gain for trip. Send sase to Leader: RJ
SECOR. Asst: NORM ROHN,

JUN 24-27 MON-THU

M: Hilgard (13,361%), Gabb (13,722’), Recess (12,.,834%): Backpack
through Granite Park & Italy Pass to campsite at Lake Italy. Climb
peaks in next two days. Thu is to come out, but we’ll try to be early.
Sase & quals to Leaders: NORM ROHN, RON JONES.

JUuL 4-7 THU~-SUN

M: Finger Pk (12,404’), Tunemah Pk (11,894”)y These peaks involve
several miles of backpacking, only the well conditioned need apply.
Snow gear req’d. Send sase with experience to Leader: JIM MURPHY.

Asst: RJ SECOR.
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SPS PROGRAMS FOR MAY AND JUNE

May B Meeting: "Island in the Great Basin" presented by Judy
Anderson, shows areas in Nevada which the Sierra Club would like to
see as wilderness. DWP Cafeteria Orange Rm, 7:30 p.m.

June 12 Meeting: "American Pamirs Expedition 1984, Pik Communisa”
presented by Ben Preyer, one of the leaders of the expedition. DWP

Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
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ECHOS FROM THE PAST
Ron Jonea
Five Yeara Ago in the SPS
Not many new membera and noc new emblem holdera during Mar-Apr 1980.
Karl Pearaona and Mark Thiel joined the Section. R. J. Boylea led 10
on a anow climb of Inconsolable; Andre Korbut Weberg had S on a climb
of Univeraity. Campy, Reber and Jonea had 10 on a anowahoe hike to
Crag where 2 got the aummit. Marlin Clark and Jonea had 6 climbera
on Owens Pk.
Ten Yearas Ago
Dick Sykes instructed at an 3PS rock seminar at Joshua Tree. Jim
Murphy and Don Croley led 4 in aoft snow to Alta Pk. Roy Keenan and
R. J. Boylea led S on a anow attempt of Mt Gould.
Twenty Yeara Ago
Newspapers in 1965 announced that Mineral King would soon be a major
new aki area. Tom Roaa made the firat winter aacent of Juliua Ceaaar
on a private trip. New Membera included Bob Felgar, Hal Browder,
Charlea Gahr and Marlin Clark.
Twenty Five Yeara Ago
John Robinson led 20 climbers in an attempt on Taylor Dome from Fay
Ck in a anowatorm; John and Graham Stevenaon led 16 on a winter
climb of Perkina; Jerry Keating and Ted Maier led 16 on Scodie,
Sorrell and Paiute Pka in an April climb; Milea Brubacher led a
amall group to Morro Rock and Cone Peak; Gaorge Shinno & Bill
Sandera led a anow reacue practice in Ice Houase Canyon. --RON

SIERRA CLUB—ANGELES CHAPTER
2410 WEST BEVERLY BLVD , LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA S00ST
(213) 3874287

Pebruary 1, 1985

T0: Section, Group and Committee Newsletter Editors

RE: Nature Knowledge Workshop, May 31 - June 2

-'h.nl rriday evening, May 31 - Sunday afternocon, June 2

Were: Resident camp in the Barton Plats area of the San Bernardino
National Porest; indoor sleeping, delicious meals and programs
in the old stone lodge

What: Three days of field study (river, chaparral and pine
forest habitats) with special walks to learn about edible
plants, geclogy, insects, reptiles and amphibians, mammals
and birds. Bmphasis is “hands on® learning by doing, and _. __ _..
- —— professional maturalists are chosen for their enthusiasm
and holistic creative teaching abilities, as well as for
their knowledge.

ror: Adults only; Sierra Club membership not required.
Attendence meets LIC nature study requirement.

Cost: $46, includes lodging, instruction, six meals, and a
workshop syllabus.

Registration: This popular annual workshop always fills quickly.
Send 2 4X9 SASE's to Registrar:

Sandy Liebman

23457 Styles St.

Noodland Hills, CA. 91364
Include check payable to “Sierra Club, Nature Knowledge

wWorkshop®
Sponsored By: Angeles Chapter, ‘Sierra Club,
Natural Science Section
Inf ion: b Leaders: Carolyn Greene (818) 787-2294

Sue Othmer (818) 789-3456
Jean Dillingham (213) 454-4752
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1985 SPS SUMMER SCHEDULE

Sill, Gayley, Temple Crag
8ill
Silver
Dragon,
Hooper,
Senger, Hooper
Gardiner, Rixford
Jordan, Genevra,
Red Slate, Red &
Disappointment

Marion

Gould

Gemini, Seven Gables, Senger

Ericsson, Stanford

White

Ionian Basin

Bear Creek Spire

Norman Clyde

Matterhorn

Big Horn Range, Wyoming

N. Palisade, Polemonium

Hilgard, Gabb, Recess

Sawtooth

Kings-Kern & Great Western Divides

W. Vidette, E. Vidette

Dana, Gibbs

Russell, Carillon

Lippincott, Eagle Scout,
Black Kaweah

Split

Foerster,

Devils Crags,

Marion, State,

Izaak Walton

Ansel Adams

Red Kaweah,

Electra, Florence
Wheel

Boat

San Joaquim, Morgan #1
Pyramid, State, Arrow
Langley, Cirque
Silver

Johnson,
Goode

Bloody,
Dunderberg,
Harrington,

Gilbert
Mills
Excelsior
Kennedy

Domel ands—Taylor Dome. Rockhouse

Disappointment
N. Maggie, Moses

Fossil Falls

RENEWAL. REMINDER

YOU WILL RECEIVE'!

Danta, Mantle
Neuner, Hill
Rohn, Dykeman
Waxman, Blauvelt
Rohn, Dykeman
Toby., Murphy
Titus, Moore
Kabler, Rohn
Rogers, Preyer
Mihal jevich, Holleman
Secor, Rohn

Kabler
Holliday
Dykeman, Gordon
Wankum, Raiford
Erb, Rutherford
Jones, Valkass
Danta, Schumacher
Nilsson, Kanne
Dykeman, BGordon
Hudson, Preyer
Toby, Beverage
Oliver, Lutz

Rohn,
Farkas,

Rohn
Holliday
Holleman, Holleman

Dykeman, Toby
Mauk, Sparks
Keating, Fletcher
Macl.eod, Colevins

Jones,
Farkas,

Kabler, McMannes

Hudson, Dykeman,
Machl eder

Goebel, Crandall

Holleman, Holleman

McRuer, Hicks, Mantle

Russell, Russell

Hudson, Prever

Murphy, Gordon

Mauk, Conrad

Korbut-Weberg
Valkass
Manchester

Vernon,
Hudson,
Mantle,

Ranschau, Mihal jevich

THIS IS THE




CLARK RANGE AUG 13~16, 1984 HUDSON/MACHLEDER

Five of us started from Mono meadow. We hiked & miles on trail,

then I x~c through forest--a somewhat challenging navigation
exercise——to Grayling Lake. The next morning we traversed over to

Ottoway Lakes and climbed Merced Feak. Red Feak was then bagged, and to
make things interesting, we proceeded down 1ts north side and then down

the long drainage to camp. Sucessful on the peaks were myself, Larry

Machleder, Don Tidwell, Paul Wittkamm, and Andrew Lumsden. The next day

Larry, Don and I made an uneventful ascent of Gray Feak, The weather

oy

was unsettled, having sprinkled at times the previous & davs. Larry
zlimbed Clark before, and Don did want to attempt 1t, so I proceeded

nad

down the N side of Gray to the bowl between the two peaks. Then I went

upward to the top of a sandy shoulder about Z00° from Clark’ s summit.

Staying on top of the ridge (a knife edge in places) necessitatad a

couple of class 4 moves. Coming down was one class T move near the topd
ntherwise zig-zagging on shelves down the N side. An attractive peak—-
the best of the four. The next day we packed out and were back to the

cars by 1 pm. 2 miles cross country through forest with a lot of downed

trees can be tedious though! L. %L

GRAND CANYON OVERLOOKS, SEPT. 15-16,1984

On a warm, muggy day, six participants--Gordon Macleod and Bill Sanders
{leaders ), Barbara Lilley, Roy and Barbara Magneson and Bob Tomlinson--back-
packed up 4500 ft. via the Sphinx Creek-Avalanche Pass trail to about 9&00',

then continued cross-country for a mile and a half to a camp on Avalanche

Creek, where apparently no one had ever camped before! On Sunday, packs w:

hauled to the ridge for the short scramble up Avalanche Peak (10,077’ 1.

T

ridge was then followed down to Grand Sentinel (8504’), which is only Class 2

from the "backside”, in time for lunch.

The real adventure was the descent with packs to the Kings River, which
included about 2000’ of Class 3 brush during an intermittent rain provided by
the local afterncon thunderstorm. The gqully on the west side of the Grand
Sentinal was chosen for the descent; perhaps the gully on the east side would
have had less brush, as the map shows no stream there. (The guide bocks do not
list eiher one.] However, the cars were reached before 4:00 PM, ample time

for the long drive home.

Incidentally, for those heading for Sphinx Creek, the trail on the scuth
side of the river--reached by a bridge or a foot log from Road’s End parking
area--1is recommended as a pleasant alternate to the open, sandy trail which

starts from the Ranger Station.
{Barbara Lilley)

Frivate trip to Clarence Fing., etcoc, Gug, 83 Just aftter a strong
aroun of SFS ersz headed over fthe famous short cut of Dragon Fass bto bag
the pesaks. NMancy Bordon, FRuth Armentrout & Dave Dvkeman headed over
ﬁ@ﬁréarue Fzzs for Clarence Fing., Gardiner % Zotter. A1l arrived 1n
Sivty Lakes Basin togesther. The secret is a nearly straight-line route
from the base of Glenn Fass, The route 18 obviocus on the map., arnd the
cross-country is generally a8 good as a trail. Base camp Clarance Fing

ig at 1ts base near the brail and a lake. Gardiner is wasily reached
from the north-esst here, and the slabe to the summit are sasier than
Lhey appear. Just head up the obvious chute to the junctioen of the

Fhe ridoges then turn right to find the notch at the start of the often

described summibt-ridaoe btraverse, Cotter 1s ploked-off 2n routs. Dave

5




"Taboose Pass To Sawmill Pass And All Pesks In Between"
Aug 18-25, |984 G. TOBY & L. HCOAK

This y be the smallest SPS trip on record. Besides the leaders we
had 132 participants. Eric Schumacher did the whole trip, but Ron
Grinsteiner joined us late and left early. He did about ¥ of the

trip.

Sat Aug 18- We met at the Taboose Trail roadhead and did a car

shuttle to leave Toby's Chevy at the Sawmill Trail roadhead. It is
about ¥ mile E of the Division Creek Power House, and has good parking.
Back to Taboose in Eric's VW. Eric was corncermed about cars.being
ripped off at roadheads. He came up with a friend who drove his VW
back to L.A. So when we left the Taboose roadhead, it was go for it

all the way. No friendly back up car at the roadhead. The 6000° gain
to Taboose Pass went easily. Good trail. Good camping and water at

the pass.,

Sun Aug 19- we climbed Striped and Goodale from the pass. Picked up
packs and hiked down to eross the Muir Trail. We got distracted by a
guy with a card table sellingKool Aid drinks. Can you imagine that?

We missed the junction of the Bench Lake Treil, but with alittle

cross country we eventually got there. Bench Lake is a real beauty

spot with superb camping.

Mon Aug 20- Ascended the drainage to a saddle at 11,600' in the ridge
SE of Arrow. Climbed Arrow by the SE slopes. Class 2, Dropped down

to Lake 11,000, then stayed high to approach the West Ridge of Pyramid.
From a distance it looked formidable, but as we got closer a route..
became clear. At the w end of the ridge there is a break in the ciiffs
Just E of a prominent snowfield. We climbed up low class 3 rocks to

the ridge and then easy rock scrambling to the summit. With the route
finding this was an intersting climb. The Glimbers Guide was rather
vague about the peak. Returned to camp at Bench Lake. A long day.

Tue Aug 21- Hiked back to the Muir where we were joined by Ron
Grinsteiner., S on the mMuir about 3 miles. Dropped packs and climbed
Pinchot from the S. We considered traversing the ridge from Pinchot
to Wynne but it looked too hairy and time consuming. S50 we dropped
down a chute a few hundred feet and traversed over to wynne. Picked
up packs and ambled over Pinchot Paas to a campsite near Perkins.
Lots of trail work on both sides of the pass. The S side was in poor
condition.

wed Aug 22—~ we climbed directly up the N nose of Perkins. Picked up
packs,neaded 5 and climbed Colosseum. Ron left the trip to go out on
his own back over Taboose. we camped that night at Twin Lakes. Nice
campsite. The weather had been threatening for two days. It finally
rained that night.

Yhur Aug 23- Hixed S on the Muir to the junction with the Sawmill
Pass Trail. Ascended the Sawmill Trail to some small lakes just N

of woods Lake., Beautiful campsite looking right up into Baxter. We
could see the entire route from camp. It was a direct shot up the
drainage to Stocking Lake, then up a steep loose chute at the foot of
the N Ridge of Baxter, and easy rock scrambling to the top. Toby did
a fast shuffle to dodge a big rock that was bent on wiping nim out
in the chute. However this chute could have been avoided by going

a bit W around the nose of the N ridge.




¥ri Aug 24- Backpacked over Sawmill Pass, very cold and windy, and

made the long trek (7000'drop) down to the roadhead. The first half

was forested and delightful, but then it turned into dry desert and
sand. The Chevy was not ripped off, and the other vehieles parked ¢
there appeared to be undisturbed. No doubt due to the close proxemitry
of men at the power house. In the 5 climbing days we d4id 9 peaks

plus moving camps. nverything went easily. The advantage of a small
experienced group. Lt was pure pleasure to nave the time and opportunity

to litterally climb every peak we passed by. >

THREE SISTEFS, October 29, 1984 , . . ., , . . . . . . Norm RFohn

Or a ore-Halloween visit to the western slope of the Sierra I had hored to hike/
clinb a few of the second class peaks but found the snow level below 2500 feet
ard the weather threatening. Tunemah seemed a bit hazardous solo, so I did Three
Sisters, The route I chose was from the north rather than the usual approach from
Courtright Res. It worked rather well and I suggest it as an alternative, Net
gain was 2000' and gross under 3000, The round trip was about 8 miles and it took
ae six hours. Slerra Forest map and Huntington Lake 15' topo apply.

From Shaver Lake go approximately 12 mi. NE on 158 to a large winter sports park-
inh lot on Tamarack Ridge. Go through the lot and proceed S and then £ on a good
Forest road. At 3.5 mi. stay straight on the oiled road. At 0.3 mi., farther a
rough road leads left across Sections 17 and 16 to the turnoff to the Dinkey

Lakes in Section 15, Better to stay straight and take the longer route S past
Cutts Mdw and through Sections 12 and 30, At the intersection at the 3 edge of
Section 20(mile 4.9 from 168) keep left. After another 4.8 mi. (11.7 from 168)
look for a road to the right marked Dinkey Lakes Trailhead 2mi. s FWD but pretty
good. At that trailhead in Section 14 the Dinkey Lakes trail, now a road, goes N
and a FWD road goes through a gate, heads E and then S. I's a rough FWD road, It
was closed for the winter, so I walked it. I probably wouldn't have driven more
than a mile or so on it anyhow, Too rough. After about three miles the road passes
by Swamp Mdw., Leave the rsad here and go for the summit, less than a mile away.
Don't head for the obvious saddle to the ESE but take the next draw N and stay N
of a rocky high point on the ridge, Scramble N along the W side if the ridge for
the summit, Time can be saved coming off the summit by staying well north of and
above Swamp Mdw and intercepting the trail/road as it leads toward Dinkey Creek.

It was well below freezing when I got back to my truck and I found myself walk-
ing on top of the snow which couldn't support me when I started ry hike shortly
after noon.

I learned from the rangers at the Shaver Lake Station that many of the Jeep roads
in the western slope forests would socon be closed by the establishment of new and
enlarged wildernesses as provided in the recently passed California Wilderness
Act, Silver Peak, for instance, may become a longer hike than it has been. The
rangers also indicated that they expected to be charging fees for wilderness
permite within two years,

After a cool night's sleep near Huntington Lake, I drove over to Mono Hot Springs,
There's much construction work going on at the resort, but the tubs and Little
Eden on the other side of the river were deserted, hot and delightful,




Rockhouse PX

Private trip Nov. 10, I984 Six of us had originaly planned a
weekend backpack to climb Rockhouse and several mearby fourth and fifth
class domes, With bad weather in the northern Sierra I decided to ecall
.he ranger station in Kernville, I was told to expect eight inches of
snow (we found & few patches of snow), more storms threwout Saturday
night (clear skys), to take the longer southern loop of the Long Valley
road because the more direct northern loop wasn't passable (you guessed
it, the northern loop was in good repair and much shorter), and that

the dirt road int Rockhouse Meadow was new closed at Long Valley Road
because of new wilderness additions (wrong again, the road ends ten miles
down towards the river, about two miles from the river, which is the

new wilderness boundrys, Because of all this cheery information our group
declined from six to three and we decided to simply dayhike Rockhouse.

The new wilderness boundry is,as I have said, about two miles before
the river, is already marked, and has a gate across the road. Follow
the old road down to the river and them south along the river untill
you see a horse packing camp on the other gside of the river. There is
no easy, dry, crossing that we could find., That river was COLD, believe
me. The small island in the middle I hoped to warm up on turned out to
be iced over!) The trail seems to start behind the horse camp and heads
west up the obvious canyon. We left the canyon at the 6800 foot level
heading north directly towards the peak, This proved to be a steep
route with some nice high second class rock, but very slow going.

The summit block was climbed from the east wia a third class face
and crack system leading te a notch, From here a slightly exposed mantle
on the left brought us to thirty five degree slabs (rather slippery with
patches of ice on them) and the summit., The "secord class walk up" was
sever found. We returned the nermal route, decending to the pass south
of the peak then turning east toc the river, returning to the cars well
after dark.

Dinner and 1iquid refreshments were found in Inyokern at the "Sierra
Inn". This is a fun place with 75¢ draft beer (Bud), "you cook them"
steaks and burgers, a full bar, excellant beans, and a salad bar.
Participants were Terry Rivera, Bob Ferguson (no, for the last time he
is niether my father or my sonS, and myself.

QG;Qa f€22r~“’“”

Tom Ferguson
GRANITE PARK PEAKS, SEPT. 8-9,1984
Meeting at the Pine Creek parking lot (which was considerably reduced in

size due to bridge construction activities) on a beautiful Sierra day, eight
participants--four SPS newcomers and four long-time members--completad the

3500’ backpack to camp at about 11,000 ft. above Honeymoon Lake by mid-after-
noon. A long period of sociability was enjoyed in the sun and around the
evening campfire, which provided an opportunity for the long-time members to
tell their favorite SPS ancedotes to an interested audience.

Sunday, 6 participants climbed Mt. Julius Caesar, and two climbed the ot}
two scheduled peaks, both with elevations of 12,720'+, on the south side of
Italy Pass. The return to camp and backpack out to the cars was completed
by 5:30 PM. This trip was advertised as being suitable for newcomers with
backpack experience and in good condition. The four newcomers--Ray Loxrm,
Wai Lee, David Hollenberg and Martin Trudeau--met these qualifications very
well; other leaders are urged to include similar invitations in their future
write-ups whenever possible. The old-timers were Gordon Macl.eod and Neko

Colevins| leaders), Barbara Lilley and Doris Golden.
{Barbara Lilley)




Norman Clyde Pk and others 8/24-26/84 Jones/Valkass

Paul Schubert and I backpacked to Finger Lake three days before the
scheduled start of this climb in order to bag a few peaks on this my first
trip to the Sierra in '84. We were greeted by rain showers at ocur arrival
at Blacier Lodge and again late in the afternocon at Finger Lake. The next
morning, Wednesday, after the early morning sprinkle we set out for The
Thumb (13, 388°) by way of Southfork Pass. We cramponed up the still icy
snow on the north side of the pass, crossing east of the small pirmaclie at
the top, left our ice axes and crampons at the crest, and proceeded to the
summit.

The next morning we left Finger Lake to day hike Balcony & Disappoint-
ment. The two usual ways to climb Disappointment are via "Doug’s chute”,
lots of cl 3 with some cl 4 and pretty much directly up the face (Roper's
and Smatko's route 2), or from just below Balcon@y Peak across the NE face
of Balcony to the summit (Roper's route 1, Smatko’s route 3). We chose

the latter.
From the south end of the Middle Palisade glacier we cramponed up one

of the several steep snow chutes located about 0.5 miles west of Southfork
Pass. This would be a loose route without snow and ice holding the rocks
in place. We followed the crest west along easy cl 2 slopes to the summit
of Balcony Pk (13,840+). Then we descended east about 300 feet by the
route of ascent to a point where the slope of the ridge begins to appreci-
ably flatten out (or of course when climbing Balcony, where the slope
obviously steepens). At this point we started down a route on the north
face, marked by a 12-18" high cairn, and which works itsway down 50 or 100
feet to a small notch in a rib. Then we worked our way across three loose
chutes on Balcony’s north face, following along a limestone band part o
the way, to the major chute that tops out in the low point between Balcony
and Disappointment, We followed this chute up to the top where it is
capped by a large chockstone. I climbed around the chockstorne to the
right, with a cl 4 move, while Paul managed to squeeze through a tiny
keyhole below the chockstone. Once on the ridge we moved slightly to the
west and up the obvious cl 2-3 route 150-200 feet to the summit. Here we
could look to the north west at "Excitement”, the slightly lower and third
of the pinacles on the ridge southeast of Middle Pal. We did not use a
rope on our climb but one certainly should be carried.

The next day ,Friday, was a rest day back at Finger Lake. In the
afternoon I scouted the lower portion of the route to Norman Clyde Pk
(used by me in a September '73 ascent) and which Doug Mantle had used on
his successful lead several weeks earlier this year (a variation of
Roper’s route 5). By mid—afternoon Maris showed up with Norm Rohn, Graham
Breakwell, Jim Hinkley and Sue Edwards to join our party.

We were off the next morning by 7:00, The approach 1i1s straight for-
ward. Climb directly west from Finger Lake and up the northeast ridge
leading to a short ridge Just north of the face of Norman Clyde and which
separates the Middle Pal and Norman Clyde glaciers. At the north end of
this ridge is a low block which requires a ¢l 3—-4 move to get around.

Then it is cl 2 across to a fairly prominent pinnacle at the south base of
the ridge. Here one traverses westerly by way of a series of small ledge
systems toward the junction of the the rnortheast and north faces of the
peak. There is not any one correct route but many will go enabling you to
reach this point. The route then goes onto the north face and more or
less directly toward the apparent summit. One works their way up a broa.
chute toward the summit ridge reaching it just north of this summit. It
is then a 15-20 minute scramble over the false summit and south on the




ridge to the true summit, With the help of the fine series of rock ducks
Doug had left especially for ua we reached the top in 5 hours. We did not
use a rope although one should be carried. My thanks to a strong group of
climbers, to Doug Mantle for his thoughtfulness, and to Maris Valkass for

hia uaual fine asaiat. --RON

MUAE, CARTAGO, CLANCHA, Van Dalsem & Lutz, Cct =7, 84

rowsing through Jim Jenkins' "Self=-propelled in the Southern Sierra',
thought it would be a neat idea to hike the 2CT from Jdorseshoe ligadow/
Cottonwood Flat to Sage I'lat % bag the 3 peaks from the trail, &% do it on

a weesend. Re-measurement & recalculation showed 39,2 miles, 8200 gain,
12,200 loss, for those getting all 3, It worked, desplte a real T.l.:

No car xeys for the one car we left at Sage ~lat!

6 AM at Sage Flat: Left one car, took 3 for the Hr & 20 min drive to
Horseshoe lieadows. 7 showed; 3=-man Nor Cal contingent didn't show. Never
mind; my phone recorder was on the Fritz; they probably cancelled & I didn't
get the message., After a brief wrong turn at Mulkey Pass, we got Muah
from Diaz Saddle & continued S on the »CT. Gorgeous views down the eastern
escarpment. Got into camp (.4 mi up always-wet Dry Creek from PCl, near
stock corral) around 6 P,M. & built fire. It was getting dark when the
Nor Cal trio wandered into camp (Lloyd Brown, Modesto; Chris Yager, Sunnyvale;
Tom McNicholas, Cakland), They had driven into Sage Flat in the middle of
the night, parked next to a blue Toyota P.U. W/ shell (wrong one), woke up
in the morning; no one around at 6:15, ‘They had parked 150 yds away. They
had baBged Muah, shortcutted S across Ash Meadow & got ahead of us % went
an hour further than Dry Creek.

Sunday we left at first light, 6:15 in early Oct, went due E up the
canyon S of 10470 on topo, reached the ridge crest, went S 150 yds %
scrambled up the right rock pile the first time & 8 of us signed in (Jon
had the peak & Xathy Price saved resources for Clancha). Rope not needed,

8 also scrambled up Olancha from the saddle next to 10,600 (Jon & Bob Fergu-
son had the peak already). Then the 11 miles out to Sage Flat, Boring!!
Stumbling down the stock trail into Sage Flat, Lew Amack remembered that

he'd left his car keys in my truck at Horseshoe Meadow, No spares, no
hide-a=-key, no nothing. After we vociferously questioned Lew's intelli-
gence and ancestry, Lew & I trudged down the road toward 395, 3Saw a
farmhouse with light on % car in driveway. Explained our plight to the
rancher there & gave him $50 to take us 3 drivers to Horseshoe Meadow.

Back to Sage Flat to pick up the others (Marta Solman & Nancy Fearlman

plus others named) & we beat the L.A. Times to our front docrs, but not

by muche OCtherwdse a zood weekend % we did reach Sage ?lat\by‘7:152 the
first go-round, -Dale P.S.: Lloyd got nis 3r Zzblem on “lancha after
220+ peaks.
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RENEW YOUR ECHO NOW IF YDU HAVEN'T RENEWED FOR 1985!
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