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Clean Water Action, Conservation Voters of Pennsylvania, and the Sierra Club present the
2013-2014 Pennsylvania Environmental Scorecard, a permanent record that scores every Pennsylvania
state legislator on environmental votes cast during the 2013 — 2014 Legislative Session.

This legislative session was notable for the large number of attacks on environmental protection.
The PA House of Representatives generated most of this anti-environmental legislation.

The organizations delayed release of the Scorecard to October 2014 in order to include Senate
votes on several pieces of anti-environment legislation that passed the House earlier in the year. These
included HB 1565, which eliminates the requirement for riparian buffers on all “exceptional value”
and “high quality” streams, and HB 2354, which gives the General Assembly the authority to reject

plans by scientists and experts to reduce carbon pollution as required by the EPA’s Clean Power Plan.
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STANDING AGAINST PROGRESS

The federal Environmental Protection Agency recently released the Clean Power Plan, the most
important national policy initiative in recent history to reduce pollution that directly contributes to
climate change. The Clean Power Plan requires each state to design and implement plans to reduce
carbon pollution from power plants. As proposed, Pennsylvania will be required to reduce carbon
emissions by 31.69% by 2030.

In July 2014, the Pennsylvania House of Representatives passed HB 2354, specifically designed to
disrupt and delay Pennsylvania’s response to the Clean Power Plan. HB 2354 gives the legislature veto
power over Pennsylvania’s plan, putting control in the hands of politicians instead of scientists and
experts. The Senate passed HB 2354 on October 15,2014 and Governor Corbett is expected to sign
the bill into law.

PARALYZING STATE ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCIES

The legislature continued its decade-long practice of slashing funding for the agencies and entities
tasked with protecting our natural resources. The legislature has cut General Fund support for the
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources by nearly 90% since 2006. The
budget also cut funding for the Delaware River Basin Commission, which currently prevents fracking
in the eastern Pennsylvania, by 53.5%.

Despite strong opposition from the environmental community, the Senate voted to confirm Chris
Abruzzo as the DEP Secretary in December 2013. The previous secretary, Michael Krancer, left the
position in March 2013 to take a position as an attorney to the oil and gas industry, and the position
was left unfilled for nine months. Like Krancer, Abruzzo has extensive ties to polluting industries and
publicly denied the impacts of climate change during his confirmation hearing: “I’ve not read any
scientific studies that would lead me to conclude there are adverse impacts to human beings, animals,
or plant life at this small level of climate change.”

GIVEAWAYS TO GAS DRILLERS

The House considered several Marcellus Works bills, including grants to build natural gas fueling
stations and tax credits for private corporations to purchase natural gas vehicles. The Marcellus Works
package sought to incentivize natural gas development at the taxpayers’ expense.

The Senate did not consider any of the Marcellus Works package, but passed SB 739, which
transferred $10 million from the Alternative Energy Investment Act to create new subsidies for the
natural gas industry.

The most egregious example of trading our long-term natural heritage came in the 2014-2015 state
budget, in which Governor Corbett and the legislature added $95 million to the budget by opening
Pennsylvania’s state parks and forests to additional gas drilling. The environmental community strongly
opposed this provision of the budget, and polling indicates that more than 60% of Pennsylvanians

oppose additional drilling in state parks and forests.
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GIVEAWAYS TO GAS (SB 739 - FINAL PASSAGE) * 7/11/2013

Passed in the Senate 38-12, The House of Representatives has yet to vote.

Raids the Alternative Energy Investment Act’s High Performance Buildings Program to
provide $10 million in grants for the expansion of natural gas infrastructure.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.

CREATING MUNICIPAL STORMWATER AUTHORITIES (SB 351 - FINAL PASSAGE) * 4/16/13
Passed the Senate 49 to 1. Signed by Governor Corbett as Act 68 on July 9, 2013.

Allows for the creation of municipal stormwater authorities with the power to plan for
stormwater management.

The Pro-Environment vote is “Yea”.

SEWAGE IN OUR STREAMS (HB 1325 - FINAL PASSAGE) * 6/26/2013

Passed the Senate 41 to 8. Signed by Governor Corbett as Act 41 on July 2, 2013.
Allows for higher levels of degradation in sewage systems, threatening the health of
important waterways.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.

CONFIRMING CLIMATE DENIERS (EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS) * 12/10/13

Confirmed in the Senate 42-8

Confirmed Governor Corbett’s nominee, Chris Abruzzo, as Secretary of the Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection. During the confirmation hearing, Abruzzo said,
“I’ve not read any scientific studies that would lead me to conclude there are adverse
impacts to human beings, animals, or plant life at this small level of climate change.”

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.

SELLING OUR PARKS TO DRILLERS - STEP 1 (HB 2328 - THE BUDGET) * 6/30/2014
Passed the Senate 26 to 24. Signed by Governor Corbett as Act 1A on July 10, 2074.
Included $95,000,000 in projected revenue from opening state parks and reopening state
forests for new natural gas leasing. Reduced funding for the Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources (DCNR) and cut the budget for the Delaware River Basin
Commission (DRBC) by 53.5%.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.

SELLING OUR PARKS TO DRILLERS - STEP 2 (HB 278 - THE FISCAL CODE -

FINAL PASSAGE) * 7/1/2014

Passed the Senate 26 to 24. Signed by Governor Corbett as Act 126 on July 10, 2074.
Authorizes the transfer of $95,000,000 from the Oil and Gas Lease Fund (resulting from
new oil and gas leases in state parks and forests) to the General Fund. Also requires the
DEP to implement separate regulations for conventional and unconventional gas wells.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.

“PROVIDING FOR POTENTIAL POLLUTION” (HB 1565 - FINAL PASSAGE) * 10/14/2014
Passed the Senate 27 to 22. Governor Corbett is expected to sign.

Eliminates the current requirement for stream buffers in High Quality and Exceptional Value
streams throughout the Commonwealth. As the official short bill title explains: “An Act
amending the act of June 22, 1937 (P.L.1987, N0.394), known as The Clean Streams Law,
further providing for potential pollution.”

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.

BLOCKING CLEAN POWER (HB 2354 - FINAL PASSAGE) * 10/15/2014

Passed in the Senate 31 to 17. Governor Corbett is expected to sign.

Gives elected officials the authority to reject plans by scientists and experts to reduce carbon
pollution as required by the EPA’s Clean Power Plan. Political gridlock would force the EPA
to write its own plan for the state, which might not be as sensitive to Pennsylvania’s unique
environmental, economic, and social needs.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.
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2013-2014 HOUSE VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

GREEN BUILDINGS (HB 34 - FINAL PASSAGE) * 2/11/2014

Passed in the House 163-32. The Senate has yet to vote.

Requires state-owned or leased buildings to comply with high-performance building
standards and encourages new state government buildings to be designed and built
for long-term efficiency and performance.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Yea”.

CORPORATE TAX CREDITS FOR GAS (HB 301- FINAL PASSAGE) * 4/17/2013

Passed in the House 110-77. The Senate has yet to vote.

Trades tax dollars to create a market for the natural gas industry by creating tax credits
for private companies that purchase natural gas vehicles.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.

MORE TAX CREDITS FOR GAS (HB 305 - FINAL PASSAGE) * 4/17/2013

Passed in the House 128-58. The Senate has yet to vote.

Trades tax dollars to create a market for the natural gas industry by creating tax credits
for natural gas fueling stations.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.

CREATING LOOPHOLES FOR GAS (HB 307 - FINAL PASSAGE) ¢« 4/24/2013

Passed in the House 140-57, The Senate has yet to vote.

Amends the Air Pollution Control Act to exempt vehicles using liquefied petroleum gas or
natural gas retrofit systems from the provisions of the Pennsylvania Clean Vehicles Program.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.

SEWAGE IN OUR STREAMS (HB 1325) » 6/26/2013

Passed the House 718 to 80. Signed by Governor Corbett as Act 41 on July 2, 2013.
Allows for higher levels of degradation in sewage systems, threatening the health of
important waterways.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.

IGNORING THE HEALTH IMPACTS OF FRACKING (SB 259 - AMENDMENT A2700)
6/28/2013

Amendment failed in the House 77-124. Original bill signed by Governor Corbett as Act 66 on
July 9, 2013.

Amends a bill on natural gas royalty payments to require that any transfer of property rights
for fracking include a notice from the Department of Health about the potential health
impacts on individuals living or working near a well.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Yea”.
CREATING MUNICIPAL STORMWATER AUTHORITIES (SB 351) - 6/29/13
Passed the House 135 to 66. Signed by Governor Corbett as Act 68 on July 9, 20]3.

Allows for the creation of municipal stormwater authorities with the power to plan for
stormwater management.

The Pro-Environment vote is “Yea”.

ENCOURAGING GOOD STORMWATER MANAGEMENT (SB 1255 - FINAL PASSAGE)
7/1/2014

Passed the House 178-25. Signed by Governor Corbett as Act 123 on July 9, 2074.
Enables municipal stormwater authorities to reduce charges or fees for property owners
who implement and maintain best management practices to reduce stormwater runoff.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Yea”.

SELLING OUR PARKS TO DRILLERS - STEP 1 (HB 2328 - THE BUDGET) * 6/30/2014
Passed the House 108 to 92. Signed by Governor Corbett as Act 1A on July 10, 2014.
Included $95,000,000 in projected revenue from opening state parks and reopening state
forests for new natural gas leasing. Reduced funding for the Department of Conservation
and Natural Resources (DCNR) and cut the budget for the Delaware River Basin
Commission (DRBC) by 53.5%.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.

SELLING OUR PARKS TO DRILLERS - STEP 2 (HB 278 - THE FISCAL CODE -
CONCURRENCE) * 7/2/2014

Passed the House 121 to 78. Signed by Governor Corbett as Act 126 on July 10, 2074.
Authorizes the transfer of $95,000,000 from the Oil and Gas Lease Fund (resulting from new
oil and gas leases in state parks and forests) to the General Fund. Also requires the DEP to
implement separate regulations for conventional and unconventional gas wells.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.

BLOCKING CLEAN POWER (HB 2354 - FINAL PASSAGE) * 7/1/2014

Passed in the House 144-59. Governor Corbett is expected to sign.

Gives elected officials the authority to reject plans by scientists and experts to reduce carbon
pollution as required by the EPA’s Clean Power Plan. Political gridlock would force the EPA
to write its own plan for the state, which might not be as sensitive to Pennsylvania’s unique
environmental, economic, and social needs.

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.

“PROVIDING FOR POTENTIAL POLLUTION” (HB 1565 - FINAL PASSAGE) » 9/22/2014
Passed in the House 119-79. Governor Corbett is expected to sign.

Eliminates the current requirement for stream buffers in High Quality and Exceptional Value
streams throughout the Commonwealth. As the official short bill title explains: “An Act
amending the act of June 22, 1937 (P.L.1987, N0.394), known as The Clean Streams Law,
further providing for potential pollution.”

The Pro-Environment Vote is “Nay”.
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